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BERLIN: Hertha Berlin have little time to pick up
the pieces of their failed collaboration with
coach Juergen Klinsmann, who has left the club
after only eight weeks in charge, if they are to
win their fight to avoid relegation.

The Berliners sit 14th in the Bundesliga table,
six points above the relegation playoff spot, de-
spite having pumped more than 70 million euros
($76 million) into transfers over the winter pe-
riod as requested by Klinsmann.

The former United States and Germany
coach arrived in late November ready to lead a
“big club project” and saying Berlin deserved a
big team like other major European cities.

He pledged to turn Hertha from a relegation-
threatened club to a contender for European
spots within two seasons, with the backing of
Hertha’s major investor Lars Windhorst. But on
Tuesday his project crashed before it had even
taken flight. Klinsmann claimed there was a lack
of trust from the bosses and wanted more con-
trol taken away from sports director Michael
Preetz and given to him.

Windhorst, who has pledged a total of more
than 200 million euros after coming in as an in-
vestor last year, said on Thursday he regretted
Klinsmann’s decision. He called the manner of his
departure “unacceptable”, saying Klinsmann
could no longer keep his seat on the club board.

“Unfortunately the way he left is so unac-
ceptable that a constructive collaboration with
him in such a form cannot continue,” Windhorst

told a news conference. “It is regrettable to have
left so abruptly but we have to live with it.” “This
is not acceptable. Maybe you can do it as a
teenager but in the business world among adults,
such things should not happen.”

REPUTATIONAL DAMAGE
Klinsmann’s decision will no doubt hurt his

own reputation in the Bundesliga, given that his
only other league experience was a failed brief
spell at Bayern Munich more than a decade ago.
But it also leaves Hertha with a black eye and in
complete turmoil.

Players said they were stunned and confused
by the decision but they must now recover in
time for their trip to bottom club Paderborn on
Saturday as they battle to avoid the drop and
earn back the trust of their fans.

Hertha will have some help with the arrival
this week of Brazilian forward Matheus Cunha
— one of Klinsmann’s winter transfers worth a
reported 18 million euros — who had been busy
with the Brazil Under-23 team for their Olympic
qualifiers.

With only five goals in their last seven league
games, Hertha need Cunha’s goals badly. At the
other end of the table, Bundesliga leaders Bayern
Munich will look to protect their one-point ad-
vantage with a win at strugglers Cologne.

The Bavarians, on 43 points, are eager to
bounce back from last week’s goalless draw
against RB Leipzig, who are second and host rel-

egation-threatened Werder Bremen. Borussia
Dortmund, third on 39, entertain Eintracht Frank-
furt, who are unbeaten this year having won
three of their four games since the winter break.

Dortmund, who suffered a 4-3 loss to Bayer
Leverkusen last week, are also in action against
Paris St Germain in the Champions League
Round of 16 next week. — Reuters

Hertha Berlin in turmoil after 
Klinsmann’s surprise departure

BERLIN: File photo taken on November 27, 2019 shows Juergen Klinsmann, former Germany and
United States head coach, as he gives a press conference in Berlin after German Bundesliga club
Hertha Berlin announced he would take over as head coach. Klinsmann announced on facebook
on February 11, 2020, he will leave  as coach of Hertha Berlin. — AFP

MILAN: Fabian Ruiz scored the only goal as Napoli shocked
Inter Milan 1-0 in their Italian Cup semi-final, first leg tie in
the San Siro on Wednesday. The Spanish midfielder broke
through after 57 minutes to get Gennaro Gattuso’s side back
to winning ways after their 3-2 league defeat at home to
lowly Lecce last weekend.

Ruiz picked up a Giovanni Di Lorenzo cross, beating
three Inter defenders to curl in past a helpless Daniele
Padelli. “This is the real Napoli. Big compliments to my lads,”
said Gattuso, whose side are 11th in the Serie A table.

But he warned: “There’s no reason to smile, we still
haven’t achieved anything yet.”  Antonio Conte’s side looked
sluggish days after their thrilling 4-2 derby win over AC
Milan which put them top of the Serie A table.

Both sides had their chances in the first half with Lautaro
MartÌnez nodding wide with Padelli denying Piotr Zielinski
just before the break in front of a crowd of nearly 60,000
in northern Italy. Conte sent on Cristian Eriksen after 65
minutes and the Dane threatened but David Ospina held firm
in the Napoli goal. Napoli, who last won the trophy in 2014,
now take a slim advantage into the second leg at their Stadio
San Paolo on March 5. “The derby certainly took away a lot
of energy,” said Conte. “But we’re talking about Napoli, who
beat Lazio, Juventus, Liverpool. “It’s a team of substance de-
spite its position in the standings.”

Record 18-time winners Juventus take on AC Milan in
the other semi-final on Thursday, again in the San siro.
The match will be the first clash in Italy between Juventus
star Cristiano Ronaldo and Sweden’s Zlatan Ibrahimovic.
The final will take place in the Stadio Olimpico in Rome
on May 13. — AFP

CAIRO:  Mohamed Salah’s potential involvement for his country in
the Tokyo Olympic Games will be a decision for the player and his
club Liverpool, Egypt’s Olympic coach told Reuters on Wednesday.

Media reports on Salah’s inclusion in a provisional 50-man squad
led to speculation that Liverpool could be without Salah for the start
of the next Premier League season. But Egyptian Olympic team
coach Shawky Gharib said they could not force the player to be in-
volved. “Salah’s participation with the Pharaohs team in Tokyo is a
decision to be taken only by Salah, his club Liverpool and his coach
Juergen Klopp,” he said. “We cannot force Salah to participate with
us because FIFA regulations do not compel him to participate.”

The Olympic tournament is for Under-23 teams but three over-
age players are allowed in each squad. FIFA has long acknowledged
that clubs are not obliged to release over-age players for the Games.

Salah was part of the Liverpool team which won the Champions
League last season and they are now runaway leaders in the Premier
League with the Egyptian their top scorer on 14 goals. In response
to Salah’s inclusion in the squad, the player’s agent Ramy Abbas
posted on Twitter that “no decision has been made yet” and Gharib
said that view was correct.

“The agent’s comment does not offend anyone .. What he said is
the same truth,” he said, noting that Klopp had not ruled out or
backed his player featuring in Tokyo. But Gharib clearly hopes a way
can be found for the striker, the most successful player Egypt has
produced, to perform for his country in the tournament from July 22
to August 8. “Salah is one of the top three players in the world and
any team hopes to have a player of his capabilities and skills in the
squad ... I have chosen Salah in an expanded list of 50 players to se-
lect 18 players heading to Tokyo,” he said. “The final list that will in-
clude 18 players will be sent next June, so it is too early to talk about
the names of the 18 players.” — Reuters
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