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Can anyone stop Australia? Hosts target 
fifth title at women’s T20 World Cup

SYDNEY: Mighty Australia go into their home
Twenty20 World Cup this week as overwhelming
favourites as they look to cement their superiority in
women’s cricket and draw a world-record crowd in the
process.

Meg Lanning’s defending champions, and four-time
winners, were rarely tested through the second half of
2019 when they whitewashed an injury-ravaged West
Indies and a developing Sri Lanka team in the short
format. Giving a glimmer of hope to their rivals, they
surprisingly slumped to defeat against major rivals
India and England this month, before rallying to win
the warm-up tri-series.

“To be put under pressure like this heading into a
World Cup is extremely good preparation,” Lanning
insisted. Despite the recent losses, Australia are widely
expected to contest the March 8 final at the
Melbourne Cricket Crowd, where organisers are hop-
ing to draw a world-record attendance for a women’s
sporting fixture. The cavernous MCG holds 100,000
fans, while the record stands at 90,185 for the 1999
football World Cup final when the United States beat
China on penalties in Pasadena, California.

It is hard to look past Australia — who are paid as
much as the men’s national team, and play domestic
T20 cricket in the popular Women’s Big Bash League
— as one of the potential finalists. Along with Lanning,
Australia boasts wicketkeeper-batswoman Alyssa
Healy, all-rounder Ellyse Perry and bowling sensation
Jess Jonassen, all among the world’s best.

They have been dominant since the World Cup was
introduced 11 years ago, winning four of the six tour-

naments so far and crushing England by eight wickets
in the 2018 final in the West Indies. The only other
teams to lift the trophy were England on home soil in
2009 and the West Indies in 2016.

Lanning’s side open the 10-team tournament on
Friday in Sydney against an Indian side boosting teen
batting sensation Shafali Verma. “We play some very
different teams in this World Cup who have very dif-
ferent styles of play, so for us it’ll purely come down to
what we feel the best combination is,” Lanning said on
how the side might line up. “But I’m extremely confi-
dent anyone we put out on the park will do well.”

Australia and India are 2-2 across their last four
meetings and Indian skipper Harmanpreet Kaur said
her side had improved markedly since the last World
Cup, when they lost to England in the semi-finals.

“If I look back two years, India’s 50-over side
was doing well and our T20 was struggling. But in
the past two years, we have transformed as a T20
team and are very positive going to Australia,” she
wrote in a column.

“All of the teams have strengths — but so do we.
Our strength is spin,” she added, with the dangerous
Radha Radav and Poonam Radav among their ranks.

Seasoned West Indies skipper Stafanie Taylor
knows what it is like to win a World Cup, having led
her team to victory in 2016, when she was player of the
tournament. The 28-year-old, who recently notched up
her 100th T20 cap and has played at every World Cup,
believes her side can repeat the feat, particularly with
fellow veteran Deandra Dottin back from injury, along
with Shamilia Connell and Shakera Selman.

“It’s going to be a challenge, we as a team know
that, but we need to make sure that we focus on our-
selves and not what is going on around us,” she said
ahead of their opener against debutantes Thailand in
Perth on Saturday.

“That will be the way for us to be successful over the
next few weeks.” England, who play South Africa on
Sunday, are also candidates for the knockout phase,
with skipper Heather Knight warning: “From 1-15, we’ve
got a squad that can win games of cricket.” — AFP

SYDNEY: Six players to watch when the women’s
Twenty20 World Cup begins on Friday:

MEG LANNING (AUS) 
Known for her silky stroke play and cricketing

brain, Australia captain Lanning is one of the
game’s greats. She made her domestic debut aged
16 and has routinely smashed batting records,
while winning praise for her innovative approach
to captaincy.  Nicknamed “Megastar”, Lanning has
played 98 Twenty20 internationals, hitting more
than 2,600 runs with a top score of 133 not out,
and skippered Australia to the 2018 world title.

Heather Knight (ENG) 
The England captain is hitting form with the bat

at just the right time, stroking a career-best 78
against host Australia in the recent tri-nation
series and then crucial consecutive boundaries
under pressure to set up a pulsating Super Over
win.  She also plundered 67 against India to end
up as third highest run scorer in the series with
176 runs at an average of 44.00 behind India’s
Smriti Mandhana (216 at 43.20) and Australia’s
Beth Mooney (208 at 52.00). 

Suzie Bates (NZL) 
A multi-talented athlete, Bates represented

New Zealand in basketball at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics. She has played at every World Cup and
has scored a record 22 innings of fifty or more in
Twenty20 internationals. One of the game’s power
hitters, she was captain from 2011 until 2018 when
she relinquished the role to Amy Satterthwaite.
Bates has played 115 Twenty20 internationals,
smacking 3,195 runs and taking 49 wickets. She is
ranked the world’s leading batswoman in the
shortest format.

Shafali Verma (IND) 
The youngest woman to play Twenty20 cricket

for India, the fearless 16-year-old has the potential
to set the tournament alight. An attacking top-
order batter, she debuted in September and
became the youngest Indian to score an interna-
tional half-century in her fifth outing against the
West Indies — surpassing a 30-year-old record
held by Sachin Tendulkar. She recently slammed a
78-ball 124 against Australia A in Brisbane, smash-
ing 19 fours and four sixes.

Stafanie Taylor (WIS)
Acclaimed Jamaican-born Taylor is the West

Indian captain and has been the mainstay at the
top of the order since 2008, scoring nearly 3,000
runs in 100 Twenty20 internationals.  She also
bowls dangerous off-spin and is renowned as an
athletic fielder. Taylor was the 2016 World Cup
player of the tournament, and is the heart and soul
of her team. If she fires with bat and ball, the West
Indies have a real chance of reclaiming the title
they won four years ago.

Ellyse Perry (AUS) 
One of the world’s best all-round sportswomen,

Perry not only plays cricket for her country but
has won 18 caps for the Australian football team,
including the 2011 FIFA World Cup. Now devoted
entirely to cricket, she is one of Australia’s pace
spearheads, while also proving her credentials as a
genuine all-rounder capable of turning any game.
She was the first Australian, male or female, to play
100 Twenty20 internationals. — AFP
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Australia are widely expected to contest the March 8 final

MELBOURNE: This photo taken on February 9, 2020 shows Australian captain Meg Lanning (R) and all-rounder
Ellyse Perry (L) talking during a cricket match against England in Melbourne. Mighty Australia go into their home
Twenty20 World Cup this week as overwhelming favourites as they look to crown their superiority in women’s
cricket and draw a world-record crowd in the process. — AFP

WELLINGTON: Virat Kohli admitted yestersday that
captaining India in all three cricketing formats was gru-
elling but insisted he was not yet ready to ease his
leadership burden.

Speaking ahead of the opening Test against New
Zealand in Wellington on Friday, Kohli, 31, said stepping
back was on his mind, but not for a few years. 

“It’s not a conversation to hide away from,” he told

reporters. “It’s been about eight year now that I’ve
been playing almost 300 days a year.

“With the travelling, practice sessions and the inten-
sity being right up there all the time, it does take a toll
on you.” Asked about fellow players who had dropped
one or more forms of the game in order to extend their
careers, Kohli replied: “I’m not in that space at the
moment.” “Periodic breaks for me seem to work pretty
OK,” he added.

“At a time when the body doesn’t respond as well,
maybe at around 34, 35, you might have a different
conversation, but for the next two or three years I have
no issues.” Kohli, who took over the Test captaincy in
late 2014, said he wanted to ensure the Indian team was
in a good place when he finally relaxed his grip on the
reins. “The team wants a lot of my contribution in the
next two or three years, so that we can ease into anoth-

er transition, which is what we faced about five or six
years ago,” he said.

“The mindset is obviously on the larger picture and
from that point of view, I am preparing myself for a rig-
orous three years.” 

Kohli backed rookie opening batsmen Mayank
Agarwal and Prithvi Shaw to shine at Wellington’s Basin
Reserve, where India have not won a Test since 1968.

“These guys have no baggage, they’re not desperate
in any way to perform here,” he said.

“They play with a fearlessness that can motivate the
whole team and give us the kind of starts we want.”

Kohli expected the notorious Wellington wind to
play a role in the match, saying it had to be carefully
considered when weighing up bowling options. “Wind
in this stadium more than any other in the world plays a
massive, massive role,” he said. —AFP
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KARACHI: Cricket-crazy fans in Pakistan will be able to
enjoy the whole of their Twenty20 league on home soil for
the first time when the star-studded fifth edition begins
today in Karachi. The month-long Pakistan Super League
(PSL) will see top internationals such as Dale Steyn of
South Africa, Shane Watson and Chris Lynn of Australia,
West Indian Carlos Brathwaite and England’s Alex Hales
and Jason Roy among 36 overseas players in six teams.

Matches will be shared between Karachi, Rawalpindi,
Multan and Lahore after security concerns had caused
most games in previous years to be played in the United
Arab Emirates, with only the final stages of the last three
editions being held at home.

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) chairman Ehsan Mani
believes the willingness of overseas stars to sign up illus-
trates how security has improved in a country where the
army has fought a militant insurgency for years. 

“So many players touring Pakistan shows the confi-
dence they have in playing in Pakistan,” said Mani, who
took over last year with the aim of bringing cricket home.
“For the fans, this will be a long-awaited opportunity to
see their cricketing heroes live in action and reinforce their
love for this great game after being left deprived.” 

A generation of Pakistan’s youth had not watched top-
flight cricket at home since a deadly attack on the Sri
Lankan Test team’s bus in 2009 prompted international
sides to shun the country.

Security improved enough by 2015 for limited-overs
internationals to be hosted but Test cricket returned only

in December after a decade’s exile. “It’s important that it
goes off well, for the future of Pakistan cricket,” said for-
mer Australian batsman Dean Jones, who is the coach of
Karachi Kings. “All the big boys, who are here from over-
seas, must bring their countries here and play.” Since host-
ing Zimbabwe in 2015, Pakistan has provided teams with
security normally reserved for visiting heads of state, with
hundreds of police guarding stadiums and hotels and the
PSL is no different. 

Roads to stadiums will be blocked and fans will have to
go through multiple security cordons. Pakistan hosted only
the tournament final in 2017, expanding to four matches in
2018 and eight a year ago. “I am delighted to see the PSL
fully staged in Pakistan,” former Pakistan captain Sarfaraz

Ahmed told AFP.  “I welcome all the foreign players and
hope they take a good message .. so that in the coming
years we have more international teams coming.” 

Australia’s limited overs leg-spinner Fawad Ahmed was
born in Pakistan but fled to his adopted country in 2010
after Taleban threats. “Hopefully it goes safe and sound to
bring joys for the whole nation, and youngsters get
inspired,” said Ahmed, who will play for the Quetta
Gladiators Six teams — Islamabad United, Karachi Kings,
Lahore Qalanders Lutan Sultans, Peshawar Zalmi and
Quetta Gladiators — will play each other twice in a
round-robin phase with the top four contesting play-offs
beginning on March 17. The final will take place in Lahore
on March 22. — AFP
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KARACHI: Pakistan Super League (PSL) Teams captains (L to R back row) Darren Sammy of Peshawar Zalmi,
Sarfraz Ahmed of Quetta Gladiators, Shadab Khan of Islamabad United, Imad Wasim of Karachi Kings and Sohail
Akhtar of Lahore Qalandars pose with the PSL trophy and cricket officials during the trophy unveiling ceremony at
the Karachi National Stadium in Karachi yesterday. — AFP

JOHANNESBURG: Australia batsman Steve Smith
says his reception in South Africa has been “lovely” on
his first tour since the infamous ‘Sandpapergate’ scan-
dal, but expects that to change when he steps onto The
Wanderers tomorrow.

Australia take on hosts South Africa in the first
match of a three-game Twenty20 International series at
a ground nicknamed ‘The Bull Ring’ for its hostile
atmosphere, where England’s Ben Stokes had an alter-
cation with a fan as recently as last month.

Smith and team mate David Warner were banned by
Cricket Australia for a year, and Cameron Bancroft for
nine months, after their involvement in an attempt to
alter the state of the ball using sandpaper during a test
tour of the country in March 2018.

“It’s nice to be back playing in South Africa,” Smith
told reporters on Wednesday. “The last time I was here
things didn’t end overly well, but I’ve also got really
fond memories of playing here.

“Just walking into the hotel in Sandton, initially I was
like, ‘the last time I left here it wasn’t pretty’. It wasn’t

the best time in my life. But I’ve moved on from that and
learned a lot.

“I’ve been back playing for a year now. I’m really
enjoying it and I feel like I’m playing well. I’m in a nice
place.” Smith says there have been no signs of animosi-
ty from South African fans off the pitch. In fact, quite
the opposite.

“Everywhere I have been the people have been
lovely. Guys have come up and taken some photos and
been really nice,” he said. “It’s been normal, the same as
compared to when I’ve been here previously. It’s a ter-
rific place to tour and I’m glad to be back.”

But he expects that to change once the games begin,
especially at one of South Africa’s most intimidating
venues. “I think they’re hostile here at the best of
times,” he said. “It doesn’t bother me too much. (Coach)
Justin (Langer) said the other day that we had the dress
rehearsal in England (last year). There was a fair bit
going on there.

“I don’t notice it, particularly when I’m batting.
Maybe a little bit when I’m fielding, but then again, it’s
just words, it doesn’t affect me. It’s about getting on
with the job.”

The Twenty20 series starts in Johannesburg, before
moving to Port Elizabeth on Sunday and finally Cape
Town next Wednesday. The sides will then clash in
three ODI matches. — Reuters
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