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Every New Year, people exchange cards and
messages with their friends and families. But
we rarely think of those who keep our streets

clean - the cleaners who do a lot for us daily
throughout the year for little money and apprecia-
tion. To all street cleaners, I wish a Happy New Year!
I wish you all a better year, and this article describes
your condition and my wishes for you in 2020.

The cleaners on the streets work day and night in
various places and maintain the clean image of
Kuwait. They come to Kuwait through cleaning com-
panies that contract them for meager wages despite
the difficult weather. 

We see cleaners all day and night in their yellow
clothes - they clean the streets and work from dawn
until late at night. These are indeed long hours and in
different types of weather conditions - extreme heat,
cold and rain. Yet, I am surprised by some people
who do not see the important work that is being
done by street cleaners, and sadly they hunt the
opportunity to criticize them or offend them, know-
ing that if they stopped working for two days,
garbage would accumulate in the streets.

I believe that the root of the problem of hygiene
in streets and public places is not only in the clean-
ing process or the cleaners, but the ill manner of
people and permissive behaviors and habits of
throwing trash or cigarettes from car windows or
leaving leftovers in gardens and beaches, as well as
neglecting the importance of segregating waste in
different boxes.

These are among the habits that are hostile to the
cleanliness of public places, so cleaners will continue
to suffer a lot, especially during the so-called
national holidays, when too much rubbish is thrown
and large quantities of water is wasted.

Therefore, the solution lies in the ability to effect
change in the behavior of people, and this change
comes by increasing environmental awareness and
constantly reminding the people of the necessity of
discarding waste in the right places designated for it
through large and clear warning signs, especially in
public parks and streets, while providing a sufficient
number of collection containers. 

Imposing fines in the event of a violation is
important through field monitors. This will lead to
good results. In fact, many countries in the world
have implemented such punishment by imposing
heavy financial penalties on litterers and have
achieved great success, such as Singapore, which is
one of the cleanest countries in the world because of
its laws, in addition to the high level of environmental
awareness. 

Cleaners’ salaries in Kuwait are very low, so kind-
ness of people by giving them a little money or
clothes will bring happiness to their hearts.
Voluntary campaigns are carried out by the Kuwaiti
Red Crescent Society and a few NGOs, and some
local banks hold annual campaigns to distribute win-
ter clothes, hats and gloves to cleaning and con-
struction workers on the streets and at their work-
places. 

These are good efforts, but they need more. The
government must improve the conditions of these
workers. Workers have to be given specific equip-
ment like masks and gloves to protect them from
diseases and germs in the garbage. Also, the cold
winter needs heavy clothes, especially since these
workers start their work from dawn.

Can you imagine if the cleaners are not present?
Garbage will accumulate and bad odors will spread
due to the non-removal of waste, and diseases and
harmful insects will spread too. All this because of a
lack of sanitation workers, who maintain the coun-
try’s hygiene and health. To these workers, I say
Happy New Year, and I hope that your conditions
will improve in the New Year. 

A clean year 

Muna@kuwaittimes.net  
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Kuwait allocates KD 6 million to provide
sclerosis, other diseases’ medications

Ireally wish everyone that is celebrating (or not)
a Happy New Year. May this New Year be the
beginning of good deeds, better connections

and a more balanced work life. I know many peo-
ple are going on a quick holiday to celebrate the
New Year; if you are, then enjoy. Those working
on New Year’s Day, thank you. Here is a brief on
questions that are repeated this time of the year. 

Working on New Year’s
Question: I am working on New Year and New

Year’s Eve. Am I entitled to overtime?
Fajer: Article 68 of Kuwait labor law states:

“Fully-paid official holidays are as follows:
a- Hegira New Year: 1 day
b- Isra’ and Mi’raj day: 1 day
c- Eid Al-Fitr: 3 days
d- Waqfat Arafat: 1 day
e- Eid Al-Adha: 3 days
f- Prophet’s Birthday (Al-Mawlid Al-Nabawi): 1 day
g- National Day: 1 day 
h- Gregorian New Year: 1 day

In the event where a worker is required to work
during any of the above-mentioned holidays, he
shall be entitled to double remuneration and an
additional day off.”

I think the law is extremely clear that you
should be compensated with double your daily
wage, which is your monthly salary divided by 26,
as well as an additional day off. With that said,
should you agree to two days off or three days off
for working on Eid, it is up to you. The court
always looks at what is best for the employees,
and some employees prefer off days instead of
overtime.

One day off
Question: I understand that in Kuwait, we only

have one day off for New Year and not New Year’s
Eve. Is this correct?

Fajer: Yes, as mentioned above, the Gregorian
New Year is one day off, but because this year the
day off is on a Wednesday, and because Thursday
is a day between two off days, many private and
public corporations and organizations gave the
day off.

I hope the above was helpful. Again, I hope you
have a wonderful New Year.

For questions or queries, please email us at
info@ftl-legal.com.

Happy New Year 

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed
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Around 2,000 MS patients in Kuwait, including 500 expats
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The health ministry allocated nearly KD 6
million to make available multiple sclerosis medicines,
in addition to medicines for other diseases, with the
aim to provide the best medicines and medical supplies
all year round and make sure no shortages occur. The
MS medicines cost KD 2.5 million, while KD 1.8 million
is for blood disease, hypertension and stroke drugs, in
addition to KD 1.4 million for skin and rheumatoid dis-
ease medicines as well as those for premature babies.
The number of MS cases in Kuwait according to
sources is around 2,000, 500 of whom are expats,
adding that MS is the most widespread nerve disease
in the world and among the main causes of physical
disability.

In other news, the health ministry yesterday trans-
ferred salaries of its employees who work on an ad hoc
basis to the Central Bank of Kuwait to be deposited in

their accounts in various banks. Official sources at the
health ministry expected the payments to be made on
Sunday due to the New Year holiday. The sources said
there is a new procedure to pay workers on the reward
system - payments are
transferred to banks two
days after regular employees
receive their salaries. They
added the financial depart-
ment at the health ministry
will start this procedure
from February.

The sources said salaries
of ad hoc workers are relat-
ed to the ministry’s depart-
ments, and delays are from
their side and not the finan-
cial department. They added the reward system is being
curtailed to rationalize the health ministry budget. The

reward system mostly concerns administrators, man-
doubs and laborers, and they are not in technical jobs.

Housing projects
Minister of Public Works

and State Minister for
Housing Affairs Dr Rana Al-
Fares met residents of several
housing cities yesterday
morning to seek their opin-
ions about the current proj-
ects with regards to infra-
structure and public service
buildings in each city, in
addition to hearing their
complaints and inquiries
about the dates of complet-

ing contracts. The meeting discussed the demands
related to service and occupational aspects, and

requests to extend rent allowances in new Wafra.
As for Mutlaa City, the delayed contracts for public

buildings were discussed, along with water towers,
sewer stations and the date for receiving construction
orders. As for South Sabah Al-Ahmad Residential City,
dates for signing infrastructure contracts and coordina-
tion with the government department to ensure all
services are available when construction is complete
were discussed. The number of plots distributed in
South Sabah Al-Ahmad is 12,163, and the number of
remaining plots are 8,217.

Embassy safe
Diplomatic sources said the situation around Kuwait

Embassy in Baghdad is calm and normal, following the
gathering of thousands of protesters in front of the US
Embassy’s main gate in Baghdad, protesting attacks against
bases of the Iraq Hezbollah group. Sources said the Kuwait
Embassy is located 4 km away from the US Embassy.

Kuwait Embassy
in Baghdad safe

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: Many countries around the world welcome
the New Year in a festive way with noisy parties and
fireworks displays. But for many in Kuwait, it is just a
simple celebration of food and friendship. Most compa-
nies give a holiday to their workers on Jan 1, and fami-

lies, individuals or groups celebrate in their own ways,
mostly with sumptuous food, games and parties. Some
establishments host fireworks displays, but they are not
very elaborate, maybe because the sale of firecrackers
is prohibited here. However, Kuwait Times witnessed
some vendors selling firecrackers outside the pet mar-
ket in Rai, mostly to youths.  

Firecrackers sold to New Year celebrators 

Three passengers held for drug smuggling

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Customs officers at Kuwait
International Airport arrested a pas-
senger arriving from London who
attempted to smuggle marijuana into
Kuwait. Meanwhile, officers at
Terminal 5 (T5) found illicit tablets
with a female passenger arriving from
London, and she was arrested. Another
female passenger was arrested at the
same terminal after 12 liquid hashish
ampoules were found in her posses-
sion. The three were taken to the
proper authorities for further action.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firefighters tackled a blaze
reported yesterday in Al-Wafra farms area.
Wafra fire station men rushed to the scene

in response to an emergency call, and
extinguished the flames which had started
in a feed store. No human casualties were
reported. Meanwhile, an investigation was
opened to reveal the cause of the fire.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) announced yesterday its International
Marketing Sector has concluded the sale of
its first ever shipment of low sulfur diesel
with a sulfur content of 10 ppm to be shipped
during January 2020. This shipment is con-
sidered the first shipment to be sold to the
international market concurrent with the
start-up of the Clean Fuel Project units in its
KNPC refineries, KPC said in a press state-
ment. KPC aims to supply its clients world-
wide with the latest specifications that com-
ply with international and environmental
requirements.

Kuwait National Petroleum Company
(KNPC) had announced yesterday that it has
completed all operational and logistical
preparations to produce low-sulfur ship fuel
that meets international specifications.
KNPC’s executive vice president for projects
and spokesman Abdullah Al-Ajmi said that
the company will start from Wednesday, the
application of a set of requirements and stan-

dards set by the International Maritime
Organization (IMO), which makes the materi-
al compatible with the requirements of the
global market.

Ajmi said that IMO had recently decided
to reduce the percentage of sulfur in ship fuel
from 2.5 percent to 0.5 percent, which is a
sharp reduction, the first of its kind in years.
He added that this decision put the producers
in front of a major challenge, as they had to
carry out extensive development of produc-
tion units to be able to keep pace with the
required specifications. He confirmed that
KNPC achieved a professional achievement
by its success in developing its facilities and
making it capable of producing low-sulfur
fuel with high environmental and technical
specifications that exceeded the required
specifications. He stated that the company is
considered one of the first global producers
who announced their manufacturing ability to
produce this type of fuel of high quality and
high price value. — KUNA

KPC sells first shipment
ever of 10 ppm diesel

Firemen battle feed store blaze


