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ATHENS: Armed men staged a night raid on a Greek oil
tanker anchored in a Cameroonian port and abducted
eight crewmen, including the vessel’s Greek captain, the
merchant marine ministry and the ship’s owner said yester-
day. The five Greeks, two Filipinos and a Ukrainian were
part of a 28-member crew aboard the Happy Lady in the
port of Limbe, near the economic capital Douala, the min-
istry said in a statement.

“An armed group boarded the tanker and ordered eight
crew members including the 45-year-old captain to dis-
embark,” a representative of owner Eastern Mediterranean
Athens (EMA) told AFP, requesting anonymity. One crew-
man, a Greek national, was receiving treatment at a local
Cameroonian hospital for a wound to the ankle by a stray
bullet, port police said in a statement.

“Merchant Marine Minister Yannis Plakiotakis... is fol-
lowing developments closely, along with the Greek foreign
ministry and the oil tanker’s operator,” the merchant
marine ministry statement said.

The attack occurred at around 11:30 pm (2230 GMT)
on Monday, the EMA representative said, adding that
there was no exchange of fire as the crew was not armed.
Cameroonian authorities have not confirmed the attack,
the third such incident in a month, of which two targeted
Greek vessels.

Piracy has disrupted the operations of sub-Saharan
Africa’s two main oil producers-Nigeria and Angola-and
severely disrupted international maritime transport essen-
tial to the continent, costing billions of dollars.

Third incident in a month 
The Gulf of Guinea, which stretches some 5,700 kilo-

meters (3,500 miles) from Senegal to Angola, has become
the new world epicenter of piracy, lootings and kidnap-
pings for ransom, especially along the Nigerian coast.
Pirates sometimes divert ships for several days, long
enough to plunder the cargo and demand huge ransoms
before freeing the crew.

From January to September, 82 percent of maritime
kidnappings in the world occurred in the Gulf of Guinea,
according to the International Maritime Bureau. Few of the
attacks are so close to shore as yesterday’s, however.
Pirates raided another Greek oil tanker, the Elka Aristote,
in November around 10 nautical miles off the Togolese
capital Lome, capturing four sailors. They released three
of the men on December 13, but one died in captivity. An
investigation is still under way, but “it appears his death
was not a result of actions by the hostage-takers but of ill-
ness,” the tanker’s shipbuilder said at the time.

Pirates attacked four ships in the harbor of the Gabon
capital Libreville on the night of December 21, killing a
captain and kidnapping four Chinese workers whose fate
remains unknown.

Despite such headline-grabbing incidents, regional
navies like Nigeria’s point to a decline in attacks since
2018 and say increased international cooperation, better
resources and more assertive patrols are helping.
Numerous exercises with Western navies have brought
some progress along with better cross-border coopera-
tion after leaders from the region agreed to bolster the
fight against piracy in 2013.  Much of the problem origi-
nates in the Niger Delta where the region’s vast oil wealth
has failed to trickle down to local populations and wide-
spread poverty has stirred unrest.  Pirates emerge from the

creeks and swamps in high-powered speedboats to raid
passing ships, kidnap crews and spirit them back to
Nigeria’s shores.  Tactics have shifted over the past decade

as a fall in the oil price and tighter regulation has seen
criminal gangs switch from stealing cargoes of crude to
abducting sailors for ransom. — AFP

Captain, 7 crew abducted from 
Greek tanker in Cameroon port 

Five Greeks, two Filipinos and a Ukrainian part of a 28-member crew aboard 

Prince William 
unveils prize for 
climate innovation
LONDON: Prince William yesterday announced what
was described as “the most prestigious environment
prize in history” to encourage new solutions to tackling
climate change.

The Earthshot Prize will be awarded to five people
every year over the next decade, and aims to provide at
least 50 answers to some of the greatest problems fac-
ing the planet by 2030.

They include promoting new ways of addressing cli-
mate change and issues surrounding energy, nature and
biodiversity, the oceans, air pollution and fresh water.
The prize, inspired by US president John F. Kennedy’s
ambitious “Moonshot” lunar program in the 1960s,
promises “a significant financial award”, a statement
said. William, a grandson of Queen Elizabeth II and
second in line to the throne after his father Prince
Charles, said the Earth was “at a tipping point” and
faced a “stark choice”.

“Either we continue as we are and irreparably dam-
age our planet or we remember our unique power as
human beings and our continual ability to lead, innovate
and problem-solve.

“Remember the awe-inspiring civilizations that we
have built, the life-saving technology we have created,
the fact that we have put a man on the moon. People
can achieve great things.  “The next 10 years present us
with one of our greatest tests-a decade of action to
repair the Earth,” he said.

The award, which will be launched later next year
and be bestowed from 2021, is open to individuals as
well as to communities and businesses. It has the back-
ing of conservation campaigners, groups and scientists,
including the veteran British natural history broadcast-
er David Attenborough.

“The spirit of the Moonshot can guide us today as
we confront the serious challenges we face on Earth,”
Attenborough said in a film to mark the launch. “This
year Prince William and a global alliance launch the
most prestigious environment prize in history...
designed to motivate and inspire a new generation of
thinkers, leaders and dreamers to think differently.”

Both William’s father and his grandfather, Prince
Philip, have campaigned for environmental causes and
against the illegal trade in wildlife around the world.

The young royal is hoping to build on their work
through the prize, which will initially be run by his and
his wife’s own charitable foundation. — AFP

Transgender 
Germans demand
compensation 
for sterilization
BERLIN: When German authorities insisted Tsepo
Bollwinkel get sterilized in order to be legally consid-
ered a man 25 years ago, he was “eager to follow the
rules, even if they sounded insane”.

Now Bollwinkel, a 58-year-old empowerment
coach, wants compensation for himself and potentially
thousands of other trans people who underwent
mandatory sterilization to change their sex on identity
documents before legal reform in 2011. Back in 1994,
“I felt grateful for that opportunity because it was
important for me to get legal recognition,” said
Bollwinkel, who is also campaigning for a government
apology, backed by Bundesverband Trans* (BvT), a
trans advocacy group.

Today Bollwinkel’s goal is to make Germans aware
of the country’s dark history of sterilisation - dating
back to the Nazi era - and to acknowledge the rights
of trans people, despite conservative attitudes among
many voters and lawmakers. Several European
nations still require trans people to undergo surgery
and sterilization, or be diagnosed with a mental disor-
der, to have their new gender legally recognized,
Transgender Europe advocacy group says. Sweden
became the first country in the world in 2018 to offer
compensation of 225,000 krona ($23,882) to hun-
dreds of trans people who had to undergo steriliza-
tion to get their change of gender recognized - and it
wants Germany to follow.

“I am not interested in money,” Bollwinkel told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation. “But in Germany, like in
other European societies, recognition has to come in
the shape of euros to be considered real.”

The justice ministry declined to comment. The
interior ministry did not respond to requests for com-
ment. One German trans woman who was sterilized
almost 30 years ago said the law robbed her of her
chance to start a family - a choice being made by a
growing number of trans people who have transi-
tioned and retained their reproductive organs.

“They just could not conceive that a man could get
pregnant or that a woman could make another woman
pregnant,” said the woman who is in her late 60s and
declined to be named.

“They stole that from us ... There was no justifica-
tion.” Sweden called on Germany last year to set up a
national compensation fund for trans people who
were coerced into sterilization or unwanted gender
reassignment surgery. — Reuters

Cyprus defends 
courts after British 
teen convicted 
over rape claim
NICOSIA: Cyprus defended its judiciary yesterday, after
Britain expressed concern over a Cypriot court finding a
British teenager guilty of falsely claiming she was gang-
raped. The Cyprus “government has full confidence in the
judiciary and the courts... which should be strictly left to
enforce the laws,” government spokesman Kyriacos
Koushos said in a statement.

His remarks came after the British Foreign Office said it
was “seriously concerned about the fair trial guarantees”
of a British woman convicted of “public mischief” in a
Cyprus court on Monday. The 19-year-old said she was
gang-raped by 12 Israeli tourists at a hotel in Ayia Napa in
July. She later withdrew her complaint but said she had
been pressured by Cyprus police. The accused Israelis,
aged 15 to 18, were released without charge after the
woman was arrested on suspicion of “making a false state-
ment about an imaginary crime”. The judge discredited her
testimony at the Famagusta District Court in Paralimni in

southeast Cyprus on Monday.  “Statements you have given
were false,” he told the woman in remarks translated by an
interpreter. Defence lawyers for the woman cited “many
violations” in the right to a fair trial and vowed to appeal
at the Supreme Court. A British Foreign Office spokesman
said the case was “deeply distressing” and that it would
raise the case with Cypriot authorities.

British legal aid group Justice Abroad, which is sup-
porting the woman, said the defense would take the case
to the European Court of Human Rights if necessary. The
woman faces up to a year in prison and a fine of about
1,700 euros. Sentencing was adjourned until January 7.

The Cyprus government would “not intervene in cases
heard by the competent courts,” said Koushos, adding that
authorities would not comment further on a pending case.
The case has caused controversy in Cyprus and abroad,
with some Twitter users calling for a boycott of the popu-
lar holiday destination. Two of the Mediterranean island’s
former top prosecutors and an ex-justice minister have
called on Attorney General Costas Clerides to drop
charges against the teenager.

Alecos Markides, a former attorney general, said
prosecuting the teenager was not in the public interest
and was damaging the image of Cyprus, a European
Union member state. “This rigidness of the court has pro-
voked an international reaction,” he told local radio.
Clerides said in a statement it remained a matter for the
courts to decide and any intervention would constitute
judicial “interference”. — AFP

A British teenager accused of falsely claiming she was
raped by Israeli tourists, covers her face as she arrives for
her trial at the Famagusta District Court in Paralimni in
eastern Cyprus, on Monday. — AFP

Rising homelessness 
to ageing population: 
Five challenges 
facing cities in 2020
LONDON: The world is seeing the biggest wave of urban
growth in history with the United Nations expecting almost
70 percent of people globally to be living in urban areas by
2050, up from 56 percent today. The shift is creating signifi-
cant challenges for cities around the world, from tackling
worsening air pollution in New Delhi to keeping women safe
on public transport in Harare.

Here are five modern-day 
pressures cities will face in 2020:

1. HOMELESSNESS IN LONDON - From London to San
Francisco, rising rents and a shortage of affordable housing
have fuelled the number of homeless people living on city
streets.

In London alone, rough sleeping rose by 18 percent over
the last year, hitting a decade high of 8,855 people - the
majority of whom were new to bedding down in parks or
doorways, according to official data released in June.

The government has pledged to deliver an additional
250,000 affordable homes by March 2022, while in
December a global charity appeal saw more than 2,000 peo-
ple sleep out on London’s iconic Trafalgar square to raise
awareness of the problem.

2. SINGAPORE’S AGEING POPULATION - As people
live longer, the World Health Organization predicts that one
in five - 2 billion people - will be aged 60 or older by 2050,
double that of 2015.

Singapore, the world’s second-fastest ageing society after
South Korea, according to the United Nations (UN), is being
seen as a test case on how to help greying citizens live well.

Through better urban design and friendlier public spaces
- like allotment garden schemes - it aims to rekindle a sense
of community and boost mental health.

3. WOMEN’S SAFETY ON TRANSPORT IN HARARE -
Across Zimbabwe, rapid population growth has led to rising
demand for public transport but that has come at the cost of
women increasingly being harassed on buses and unlicensed
taxis, according to police officials.

Many women do not report such incidents for fear of not
being taken seriously, campaigners say.

A 2018 Thomson Reuters Foundation survey of 1,000
women in five of the world’s biggest commuter cities -
London, New York, Mexico City, Tokyo and Cairo - found 52
percent cited safety as their top concern while using trans-
port. In other African cities like Nairobi, women are setting
up female taxi companies to ferry women safely around the
city and avoid harassment on others forms of transport.

4. AIR POLLUTION IN NEW DELHI - New Delhi and
other nearby cities in north India have been struggling with
some of the worst air pollution levels on earth, prompting
local governments to shut schools and declare health emer-
gencies in November.

Emissions from power plants are one of the biggest caus-
es of the chronic smog now seen in New Delhi and some oth-
er Indian cities.

Last month India’s federal pollution regulator warned
local coal-fired plants that they could be shut down for fail-
ing to comply with deadlines to meet emissions standards.

5. FLOODING IN NEW ORLEANS - By 2050, more
than 570 low-lying coastal cities will face projected sea level
rises of at least 0.5 meters which could put over 800 million
people at risk from storm surges and other impacts, the C40
Cities network estimates.

For example, the Louisiana city of New Orleans loses the
equivalent of a football field to rising sea level every 100
minutes, according to its mayor LaToya Cantrell.

A project funded by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration Wetlands aims to build up
buffers such as wetlands near the city, to reduce the energy
and surges of powerful storms like Hurricane Katrina, which
devastated the area in 2005. — Reuters
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Armedmen abducted eight crewmen, including the vessel’s Greek captain at Cameroonian port, the merchant
marine ministry and the ship’s owner said yesterday. — AFP

Russia, Ukraine 
mulling new 
prisoner swap
KIEV: Ukraine and Russia are working towards a new
prisoner exchange, just two days after swapping 200 cap-
tives, Kiev said yesterday after leaders Vladimir Putin and
Volodymyr Zelensky spoke on the phone. The two coun-
tries “agreed to immediately start agreeing lists (of names)
for freeing Ukrainians, including Crimeans, who are in
Crimea and in Russia, as well as Russians in Ukraine,” the
Ukrainian presidency said in a statement.

The news comes after a massive exchange of prisoners
on Sunday, with 12 Ukrainian soldiers and 64 civilians
flown to Kiev. Ukraine also handed over people in its cus-
tody to pro-Russian separatists, including five riot police-
men suspected of shooting protesters during a pro-
Western uprising in 2014.

Zelensky said on Sunday that Kiev is working on
returning those detained in Crimea, without elaborating on
numbers. Moscow annexed the Crimean peninsula in 2014,
shortly after the Maidan uprising ousted pro-Moscow
president Viktor Yanukovych. The Kremlin, which also pro-
vided a readout of the phone call yesterday, remarked on
the “positive” Sunday exchange but made no mention of
any similar swap being planned. — AFP

TOKYO: Elderly and middle-aged people exercise with wooden dumbbells during a health promotion event to
mark Japan’s “Respect for the Aged Day” at a temple in Tokyo’s Sugamo district, an area popular among the
Japanese elderly, Japan. — Reuters


