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Local Spotlight

Australia catastrophe

The world is currently occupied with the latest 
updates on political news and developments in the 
US-Iranian dispute in the region, and nearly every-

one seems to know best. Yet another tragedy is happening 
which is receiving a lot less global attention. The environ-
mental disaster and forest fires in Australia have affected 
human lives and innocent animals, with horrific pictures of 
creatures dying of thirst. This ordeal is making Australia’s 
bushfires the worst in the nation’s history.  

If you think that the fires of the Amazon or Australian 
forests do not concern you because they are located far 
away from Kuwait or your country, then you are wrong, 
because according to experts, these green areas that are 
exposed to a catastrophe support our lives on this planet, 
which we all share. The Amazon rainforest for example 
produces 20 percent of the oxygen on the planet, and 
therefore Earth’s oxygen is what burns, and it is not a mat-
ter of a simple fire.  

Forest fires have broken out in Australia after rising tem-
peratures and months of severe drought. But the intensity of 
the fires increased over the past week, which prompted 
authorities to evacuate a number of towns. There have been 
pictures of animals escaping from the heat and fire, includ-
ing koalas, which are a symbol of Australia. 

Of course, experts think the number could reach higher 
levels when conducting the final inventory of losses and 
damages, and that the reconstruction of the region with 
trees and animals requires 40 years. This raises fears of an 
environmental imbalance in the region in the long run. 

News agencies reported that the fires that have ravaged 
Australia have so far killed 24 people, burned more than 6 
million hectares of lands, destroyed more than 2,000 
homes, and made air pollution in Australian cities the worst 
in the world. High temperatures and dry land and trees have 
a role in the outbreak of fires not only in Australia, but any-
where else on earth, and wind contributes to the fires by 
friction between dry trees. 

In the Australian capital Canberra, air pollution has 
risen and air quality in the city was the third worst among 
all major cities in the world last Friday, according to 
AirVisual quality forecast group based in Switzerland. The 
fires in Australia are considered a national disaster in the 
country, after the death of more than half a billion living 
organisms, many of which are threatened with extinction 
and live only in Australia, in addition to material losses and 
properties of the population and pollution reaching to 
New Zealand, which is considered the only country in the 
world with very pure air. 

I have read many reports about the human factor in 
dealing with wildfires, and most reports clearly indicate that 
the human factor is something that cannot be overlooked.  

Researchers specializing in plants and climate say cli-
mate fluctuations will contribute in the future to intensifying 
the phenomenon of forest fires if everyone does not move 
decisively to reduce the factors that cause fires, which have 
a direct relation to human behaviors and activities. For 
example, throwing lit cigarette butts on the side of the road 
or under trees or discarding glass bottles in the woods, as 
well as high temperatures, droughts and lack of rainfall. 

Today, plant and climate experts agree that every effort 
should be made to work closely to avoid forest fires, because 
the forest is a reservoir of biodiversity. I hope, like many, that 
this catastrophe will end quickly. Let us remember that the 
koala is threatened and on the verge of extinction, so we 
need to work hard to educate people about the importance 
of preserving the environment in light of climate change, with 
a risk of other conflicts, including political ones. 

26th Al-Qurain Festival underway

By Nawara Fattahova 
 

KUWAIT: Minister of Information Mohammad Al-Jabri 
on behalf of His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah inaugurated the 26th edi-
tion of the Al-Qurain Cultural Festival on Wednesday.  

“Since its inception in 1994, Al-Qurain Cultural Festival 
has been a main cultural event showcasing outstanding 
cultural and artistic works and talents,” Jabri, also minister 
of state for youth affairs, said in his inaugural speech at 
Abdulhusein Abdulredha Theater in Salmiya. He pointed 
out that Al-Qurain festival and the Kuwait International 
Book Fair have also become important events for “show-
casing the country’s intellectual and cultural production, 
as well as its openness and effective interaction with other 
countries and cultures.” 

Meanwhile, Jabri announced that the organizing com-
mittee has chosen renowned Kuwaiti Poet Abdulaziz Al-
Babtain as the main figure of this year’s edition in recogni-
tion of his role in promoting Arabic language.  

The festival  commenced with a screening of the first 
Kuwaiti movie ever produced: ‘Al-Asifa’ (the storm). This 
black and white movie was produced by Kuwait TV in 
1965, and is 27 minutes long. The movie was screened as a 

musical, during which an orchestra band lead by interna-
tional Maestro Kamaludin Orenfy of the National 
Symphony Orchestra of Uzbekistan, and the Kuwaiti folk 
music band performed. The movie did not feature much 
dialog, but instead mainly consisted of display of pictures 
depicting old sea heritage, including sailing and pearl div-
ing. This work was presented on the occasion of the 57th 
anniversary of producing the first Kuwait feature film.  

Different personalities were awarded during the event. 
Furthermore, the minister honored ‘Al-Asifa’ film director, 
the actors who passed away, the author, editor, and the 
members of the musical band; Hamad Bin Hussein for 
Marine Arts and the author of this artistic work Dr 
Sulaiman Al-Dikan.    

The 18-day event, which is organized by the National 
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, features a plethora 
of cultural and artistic activities including music concerts, 
movies screening, art galleries, theatrical and folklore per-
formances, lectures, workshops, art exhibitions and sym-
posia.  All the events are free of charge and will be hold in 
different locations. The schedule of the events is available 
on the official account of the National Council for Culture, 
Arts, and Letters on Instagram : Kw_nccal  or the website: 
nccal.gov.kw.

KUWAIT: Officials and honored guests pose for a group photo during the event. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

An international orchestra and Kuwaiti folk music band perform during the ceremony.


