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The news Prince Harry and his wife Meghan will step back
from being “senior royals” knocked the Iran crisis and
Brexit from the headlines in Britain yesterday. The pair

announced Wednesday evening they were quitting to “carve out
a progressive new role within this institution” - but reportedly
without the approval of Queen Elizabeth II. That prompted im-
mediate headlines of “Megxit” and palace intrigue.

“Queen’s dismay as Harry and Meghan step back from royal
life,” screamed the Daily Express. Every British newspaper, in-
cluding the Financial Times, put the news on their front pages -
with the country’s infamously lurid tabloids getting characteris-
tically creative with their headlines. “Megxit” screamed top-
selling The Sun on the day lawmakers will finally approve Prime
Minister Boris Johnson’s Brexit deal to leave the European
Union. Its rival the Daily Mirror went with “They didn’t even tell
the Queen”. The Daily Star opted for “The Royal formerly
known as Prince”. Broadsheet The Daily Telegraph - purport-
edly the queen’s newspaper of choice - declared “Harry and
Meghan quit the Firm”, using the nickname sometimes given to
the family. The Times said they had quit amid a “palace split”.

The right-wing Daily Mail echoed the sentiment: “Queen’s
fury as Harry and Meghan say: We quit.” Even the FT, which
typically reserves its front page for the world’s leading business
and economic news, got in on the act. “Royal couple pull out of
public eye in search of financial independence,” it headlined.

‘Commoner life’ 
Media around the world also covered the story prominently.

Germany’s most popular daily Bild declared that the announce-
ment had “fallen like a bomb on the royal family”. “The exciting
question is: will Buckingham Palace hit back?” the tabloid
asked. German broadsheets struck a slightly more serious tone,
with Sueddeutsche Zeitung drawing the inevitable parallels with

Britain’s protracted withdrawal from the EU. 
Noting Buckingham Palace’s response that the couple’s fu-

ture role “would take time to work through”, the Munich-based
daily quipped: “It sounds as if Megxit could turn out to be as
messy and long-winded as Brexit.” In the United States, where
the duo may now spend more time, the New York Post mocked
Meghan and Harry as heading for a “commoner life”. The
tabloid’s eye-catching front page caricatures them as deadbeats
sitting on a drab sofa watching TV, Harry in his underpants
wearing a stained white undershirt, drinking cheap beer and
eating a microwave meal, while a cigarette-wielding Meghan
has her hair in curlers.

‘Petulant grandson’ 
Back in Britain, royal commentators and prominent personal-

ities flooded the airwaves and social media with their takes.
“Wow. What a disgraceful way to treat The Queen. Shame on
Harry & Meghan,” tweeted morning TV host Piers Morgan, a
persistent critic of the duchess. Rachael Bletchly, a columnist for
the Daily Mirror, said the shock statement from the queen’s
“petulant grandson must have hit her in the solar plexus”. “Harry
has selfishly turned his back on the institution she has fought to
modernize and secure for him and his children,” she added.

Meanwhile Peter Hunt, a former royal correspondent for the
BBC, told Channel 4 News it was “not a good day for the British
royal family”. “In the 21st century, in a new decade, they have
shown they haven’t been able to accommodate in the traditional
way their first senior royal from a BAME (black, Asian and mi-
nority ethnic) background,” he said, referring to Meghan’s
mixed race heritage. Royal biographer Penny Junor called the
decision “very sad”. “Harry and Meghan are very much loved
and if we’re not going to see so much of them I think that’s a
real tragedy.” —AFP 

‘Megxit’ trumps Brexit and Iran in
UK after royal bombshell 

Royal super fan John Loughery holds a copy of a British newspaper
as he poses for the media outside Buckingham Palace in London
yesterday. 

An arrangement of UK daily newspapers photographed as an illus-
tration in London yesterday shows front page headlines. 

Britain’s Prince Harry and his wife Meghan announced Wednes-
day that they were stepping back from major royal duties and
would be partially relocating to North America. Here are five

major moments in their relationship, which has seen them go from
being the royal family’s hottest property to their  shock announcement
in less than two years.

Love at first sight 
Prince Harry was 31 with a few failed relationships and his 10-year

army career behind him when they first met, while US actress Meghan
Markle was 34 and a divorcee of three years. They were set up by a
mutual friend when Meghan was passing through London in July
2016, with the couple later revealing they knew little about each other.
The speed of their relationship surprised them both. Both quickly
sensed their blind date could blossom into something bigger. Their ro-
mance was under cover for the first five or six months, and largely
conducted through nights in behind closed doors - and a camping trip
to Botswana. Eventually, Harry proposed in Nov 2017 during a night in
roasting a chicken.

Fairytale wedding 
The relationship was welcomed by the British press, which saw

Meghan as a breath of fresh air for the royal family - a woman who
had proved herself with a career of her own, who would project a
more modern image. There was also public relief that Harry, who had
walked behind his mother Diana’s coffin as a 12-year-old boy, had
found settled happiness in his life.

The couple tied the knot at Windsor Castle on May 19, 2018 in a
ceremony filled with personal touches, mixing British pomp and
African-American culture in front of a celebrity-studded congrega-
tion and cheering crowds. Meghan began her walk down the aisle
alone after falling out with her wayward father, while firebrand US

pastor Michael Curry delivered a full-throttle address invoking slaves
and the power of love.

Baby joy 
The couple moved out of their two-bedroom home on the Kens-

ington Palace estate in London and into the much bigger Frogmore
Cottage on the Windsor Castle estate in April 2019 ahead of the birth
of their son. Born on May 6, they named him Archie Harrison Mount-
batten-Windsor, eschewing royal titles. “I have the two best guys in
the world so I’m really happy,” Meghan declared, showing off the
baby at Windsor Castle.

Fall from grace 
The goodwill that surrounded their marriage gradually began to

ebb away as the couple’s shine came off. Critics did not take kindly to
what they saw as the couple’s right-on causes, complaints at their
treatment while living an expensive lifestyle, war on the media, and
seeming hypocrisy, preaching on the environment while jetting around
on private flights. Rumors swirled that Meghan was difficult to work
with, amid reports of staff members quitting one after another.

Announcing that Meghan had gone into labor after the baby was
actually born infuriated the British press. Their decision not to let the
public know who Archie’s godparents were was also seen as petty.
They were slated for the £2.4 million cost of refurbishing Frogmore
Cottage.

A well-received tour of southern Africa saw their stock rise, but as
it concluded in early October last year, the couple overshadowed their
own good work by launching a written tirade on the press and legal
action against certain newspaper groups. In an ITV television docu-
mentary that followed, Harry said he and William were “on different
paths” and have “good days” and “bad days” in their relationship -
confirming rumors that the couple were diverging from the fold.

Stepping back 
In Wednesday’s shock announcement, the couple said they in-

tended to step back from frontline royalty and would attempt to be-
come financially independent. Currently their work and running costs
are funded by Harry’s father Prince Charles. They said they will con-
tinue to support Queen Elizabeth and honor their duties to her, the
Commonwealth and their patronages, indicating they are not fully
quitting. The couple also said they were going to launch a new chari-
table entity, and spend much of their time in North America. Harry and
Meghan were among the most senior members of the royal family and
were expected to take a much bigger role as Queen Elizabeth scales
back her duties and Charles eventually becomes king. Their future is
now up in the air. — AFP 

Harry & Meghan: Royal fairytale turns grim 

In this file photo taken on July 10, 2018, Meghan, Harry, Prince
William, Duke of Cambridge and Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge,
stand on the balcony of Buckingham Palace to watch a military fly-
past to mark the centenary of the Royal Air Force (RAF).


