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This photograph taken on Nov 18, 2019 shows remnants of the ancient settlement of Zuhak in a valley on
the outskirts of Bamiyan.

This photograph taken on Nov 17, 2019 shows Hazara children in front of caves where they live with
their family in Bamiyan.

The archaeologist readily admits that “erosion is increasing”,
but believes the real danger comes from “human influence at the
site”, including looters, who are rampant in Afghanistan. The Shar-
e Gholghola Fortress and other key sites are now guarded to pro-
tect against such issues. The removal of landmines from the area
has seen thousands visit in recent years, but the influx of recent
visitors has done little to change the reality on the ground.

“We must start training... (the) local people to teach them how
not to destroy the site,” says Mushfiq, adding that some residents
continue to store feed and house livestock in the historic sites. A
stone’s throw from the cave of the great Buddha, Ammanullah, 37,
says he and his family have moved into one of the caves, building
a home inside made of odds and ends with plastic sheets for win-
dows. He is not alone, many other poor families have sought shel-
ter next to ancient artifacts and structures. “There are 18 families
here... we didn’t have other options,” says Ammanullah. “We would
go if we were given a house.”

For Marquis, however, the greatest threat does not come from
local residents encroaching on the site or from theft. “Even if it is
dramatic, it is much less damaging than the destruction caused by
erosion,” he said. Mitigating the impacts of erosion and the effects
of climate change would cost billions of dollars in Afghanistan, but
the war-torn country has little ability to shoulder such a burden.
The Global Adaptation Initiative, run by the University of Notre
Dame in the US, currently ranks Afghanistan 173 out of the 181
countries it scored in terms of a nation’s vulnerability to climate
change and its ability to adapt. — AFP 

This photograph taken on Nov 16, 2019 shows a view of the site where two statues of Buddha stood before
being destroyed by the Taleban.


