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Justin Bieber waits in the ring after the fight between KSI and Logan Paul at Staples Center on Nov 9, 2019 in Los Angeles. 

Justin Bieber
reveals he has Lyme
disease, mono 

Pop super star Justin Bieber announced Wednesday that he
has Lyme disease. In a post on Instagram, Bieber said he will
address his struggle with the illness, which is contracted

through a tick bite, in a YouTube documentary. “It’s been a rough
couple years but getting the right treatment that will help treat
this so far incurable disease and I will be back and better than
ever,” the 25 year old entertainer wrote in the post’s caption.

He called out critics who he says have been unfairly comment-
ing on his looks by saying he looks like he is “on meth”. “They
failed to realize I’ve been recently diagnosed with Lyme disease,
not only that but had a serious case of chronic mono which af-
fected my, skin, brain function, energy, and overall health.” 

The photo portion of Bieber’s post shows a TMZ article re-
porting that the YouTube documentary is set for a Jan 27 release.
“You can learn all that I’ve been battling and OVERCOMING!!”
he wrote on Instagram. He spent much of last year suffering but
undiagnosed, TMZ reported, until doctors figured out what was

wrong.  The post’s photos include pictures said to be taken in
September of Bieber appearing to be hooked up to an IV drip. In
subsequent Instagram posts and on his Instagram story later in
the day, Bieber thanked his fans for supporting his new song
“Yummy”, released last week. And the Canadian seemed to say he
is doing better, posting a meme video of a little girl dancing with
the caption, “But now this is how I’m feelin.”

Bieber was discovered by talent scouts as a young teenager
after posting videos of himself singing on YouTube and quickly
shot to superstardom. He has since won several MTV awards, Bill-
board Music awards and a Grammy, among others.  After an In-
stagram post from March indicated Bieber would be taking time
off music to focus on “my family and my health”. Bieber married
US model Hailey Baldwin in September. Now he has a new album
and tour coming soon, according to TMZ. 

In September Bieber opened up about “massive ups and
downs” he experienced as he went from beloved teenage heart-

throb to “the most ridiculed, judged and hated person in the
world”. In a lengthy Instagram post, he reflected on how child
stardom triggered depression and a lack of humility that led to
drug abuse and his becoming “resentful, disrespectful to
women, and angry”. “I became distant to everyone who loved
me, and I was hiding behind, a shell of a person that i had be-
come,” he wrote.

Lyme disease is transmitted to humans through infected ticks,
according to the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Symptoms can include fever, chills, headache, fatigue, joint aches
and a “bull’s-eye” rash that occurs in 70 to 80 percent of infec-
tions. Most people who are treated with antibiotics early fully re-
cover, according to the CDC, though the infection can become
severe or prolonged in some cases. —AFP 

The Oscars will again go without a host
next month, repeating a format cred-
ited with boosting ratings last year,

US network ABC confirmed Wednesday.
“Together with the Academy,
we have decided there will be
no traditional host, repeating
for us what worked last year,”
ABC entertainment president
Karey Burke told a television
summit near Los Angeles, ac-
cording to showbiz website
Deadline Hollywood. “[It will
have] huge entertainment val-
ues, big musical numbers,
comedy and star power.” An
ABC spokeswoman confirmed
the report to AFP. 

Last year, the Oscars de-
cided to go without a host -
the first time in three decades - after their
original choice Kevin Hart pulled out when
old homophobic tweets of his resurfaced. In
the end the event was considered a success
and the show enjoyed a year-on-year in-

crease in ratings. The host-less format has
not always been so well received, however.
The previous time the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences tried it, one of the

most infamous moments in Oscars history
was born: An awkward song-and-dance
number featuring actor Rob Lowe and...
Snow White. The Oscars are handed out on
Feb 9. —AFP 

Ahigh-profile British initiative backed by US
actor Angelina Jolie to tackle sexual violence
in war is so focused on short-term fixes it

risks failing the women it set out to help, Britain’s
aid watchdog said yesterday. In a strongly worded
assessment of a government program backed at
ministerial level, the independent body said the aims
of the project were laudable but its execution fell
short. “Although we found some promising exam-
ples of important achievements...the initiative has
not fully delivered on its ambitions, and is at risk of
letting survivors down,” Tamsyn Barton, head of the
watchdog, said in a statement.

The Independent Commission for Aid Impact
blamed a lack of leadership, poor strategy and
funding cuts for the failings. “We want to see gov-
ernment strengthen the way the initiative is man-
aged, ensure that survivors’ voices are heard, and
embed learning - which is crucial to the quality and
impact of aid - into all of its activities,” said Barton.

The plan kicked off in 2012 with the support of
Hollywood’s Jolie, who has a long background in

humanitarian issues. In
2001, Jolie traveled to
Sierra Leone as a
United Nations good-
will ambassador and
saw firsthand the im-
pact of years of civil
war, when an esti-
mated 60,000 women
were raped. Collabo-
ration with Britain fol-
lowed her 2011
directorial debut “In
the Land of Blood and
Honey” - set against
the 1992-95 Bosnian
war in which an esti-
mated 20,000 women were raped.

The Preventing Sexual Violence in Conflict Ini-
tiative gained worldwide attention in 2014 when
Britain held the world’s first summit to end sexual
violence, hosted by Jolie and then foreign minister
William Hague. Attended by some 1,700 politicians,
celebrities, survivors and activists, the event gave
Britain a big voice on a “vital but often neglected
issue” but the government did not deliver on its
summit pledges, the review found.

The review included interviews with survivors
and their supporters, along with case studies and
official documents.  The Foreign Office rejected the
criticism, saying the review failed to recognize the
pivotal role Britain had played in galvanizing world
support to help rape victims in war. —Reuters 
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