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JEDDAH: Toni Kroos scored a wonder goal
straight from a corner as Real Madrid beat Va-
lencia 3-1 on Wednesday to reach the final of the
controversial Spanish Super Cup in Saudi Ara-
bia.  Kroos caught Valencia goalkeeper Jaume
Domenech napping with a brilliant, instinctive
strike before Isco made it two and Luka Modric
added a classy third from a curling finish with
the outside of his foot. 

After two superb goals, the only shame was
more fans were not there to see them given the
King Abdullah Sports City stadium appeared
only a little more than half full.  The official at-
tendance was given as 40,877 out of a capacity
of 62,345. Dani Parejo scored a late Valencia
penalty but Madrid advance to Sunday’s final
where they will meet the winner of second semi-
final between Barcelona and Atletico Madrid.
“I’m happy with the whole performance,” said
Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane. 

“For the goal of Isco, because maybe he
needed that, the genius of Kroos and then some-
thing that only Modric can do. But it is a semi-
final, we haven’t won anything yet.” Barca coach
Ernesto Valverde had said earlier on Wednesday
that he preferred the traditional format of this
competition, that pitted the La Liga champions
against the winners of the Copa del Rey in a
match in Spain in August. 

Under those rules, Real Madrid, who finished
third in the league last term and failed to reach
the final of the cup would not even have qualified
but they now have the chance to win their first
trophy of the season, possibly against Barca in a

Clasico final.  But it is the new location that has
grated most, because of the lack of consideration
for Spanish fans and the implications of associ-
ating with a country that has been heavily criti-
cised for its treatment of women and record over
human rights. In one of the more unusual aspects
of the night, a giant banner of the King and
Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia were hung in the
centre of the pitch during half-time. 

LONG UNBEATEN RUN 
Either side of the interval, Real Madrid were

too strong, extending their unbeaten run to 15
matches with another performance to suggest
they are La Liga’s form team ahead of the sec-
ond half of the season. 

Valencia had to cope without star player Ro-
drigo Moreno due to a knee injury while Madrid
were also without their own top scorer in Karim
Benzema, who has a hamstring strain, as well as
Gareth Bale, who has a throat infection.

Zidane did not rule out Bale joining up with
the squad for the final but said the Welshman has
not trained all week. In their absence, Kroos
stepped up with a goal of which both Benzema
and Bale would have been proud. 

Madrid won the corner in the 15th minute and
with Domenech out of his goal, instructing Fran-
cis Coquelin, Kroos nipped around the flag and
bent the ball towards the net. Domenech saw it
coming but too late, and he could only succeed
in punching the ball into the inside of his own
goal. Valencia wanted a penalty when Casemiro
nudged Carlos Soler in the back and Kevin

Gameiro should have done better than blast over
after he did well to wriggle through.  But Madrid
were the dominant force and Isco doubled the
lead before the break. Fede Valverde pulled back
for Modric and while his shot was blocked, Isco
fired in the follow-up.  Luka Jovic’s struggles
continued as he struck the post from close range

before Modric added a final flourish, selling
Gabriel Paulista with a stepover left before guid-
ing the ball into the far corner with the ouside of
his right foot. 

Sergio Ramos handballed late on and Parejo
scored the penalty but for Valencia the game
was already up.  — AFP

Kroos stunner helps Real Madrid 
through to Spanish Super Cup final

PSG overrun Saint-Etienne 
to reach League Cup s-finals
PARIS: Mauro Icardi scored a hat-trick as Paris Saint-Germain demolished a
depleted Saint-Etienne 6-1 on Wednesday to power into the semi-finals of the
French League Cup.  Icardi struck the opening goal inside two minutes at the
Parc des Princes before teenage Saint-Etienne defender Wesley Fofana was
dismissed for a second booking on the half-hour.

PSG ruthlessly capitalised on their man advantage as coach Thomas
Tuchel elected to field all four members of his fearsome attacking quartet —
Icardi, Neymar, Kylian Mbappe and Angel Di Maria — against a side deci-
mated by injury and illness.

“I am convinced that Icardi and Mbappe love to play together,” said
Tuchel. “We talk about the four attackers but we are a team with 11 players.
Neymar, for example, helps Juan Bernat. “That’s the sort of spirit which we
need to be dangerous. We have the best players but we also have the best
team.” Neymar doubled the lead with a nonchalant chipped finish over goal-
keeper Jessy Moulin, who scored a comical own goal on the stroke of half-
time. Di Maria’s low cross was hacked by Timothee Kolodziejczak into the
legs of team-mate Loic Perrin, the ball rolling back off the post before hitting
Moulin and trickling over the line. The hosts bagged a fourth when Mbappe
rounded Moulin and cut back for Icardi to add to his tally, and he completed
his hat-trick when the former raced clear before selflessly presenting the Ar-
gentine with a tap-in.

The pair reversed roles for the sixth goal, Icardi controlling superbly and
sliding across goal for a lunging Mbappe to turn home from close range. For-
mer PSG midfielder Yohan Cabaye hit a consolation goal for Saint-Etienne
when he headed in the rebound after his second-half penalty was saved by
Sergio Rico. PSG have now scored at least four goals in their past six
matches. The record eight-time champions will discover their semi-final op-
ponents when the draw is made on Thursday. Lyon battled into the last four
with a 3-1 victory at home to Brest. — AFP

JEDDAH: Valencia’s French forward Kevin Gameiro (2nd-R) is marked by Real Madrid’s French
defender Raphael Varane (2nd-L) during the Spanish Super Cup semi final between Valencia
and Real Madrid in Jeddah. — AFP

Spurs pose tricky 
test for Liverpool
LONDON: Spurs manager Jose Mourinho would love to
be the one who ends Liverpool’s year-long unbeaten run
in the Premier League, and tomorrow’s game could be
closer than the standings suggest. The late match at the
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium will be the first between
Juergen Klopp’s men and a Mourinho side since Man-
chester United dismissed the Portuguese after a 3-1 defeat
at Anfield in December 2018.

“Don’t sack Mourinho,” the crowd chorused mockingly
during that 2018 humiliation, so revenge in North London
would be sweet. Spurs have been shockingly leaky, and
some are expecting a classic demonstration of Mourinho’s
bus-parking expertise in defence and a few tactical tricks.

“The way Spurs used to play under Mauricio Pochet-
tino, you would have expected them to come out and have
a go at us but I can’t see that happening under Jose Mour-
inho,” former Liverpool striker John Aldridge wrote in a
column for the city’s Echo newspaper.

“I am sure they will try to soak up pressure and hit us
on the break with Lucas Moura, Son (Heung-Min) and
Dele Alli. “They will allow us to have possession and try
to break them down, no doubt that is how Mourinho will
play because I think he is very intimidated by Liverpool.”

The match could still be an awkward trip for the visit-
ing Reds who beat Tottenham in last year’s Champions
League final and have a near-perfect record of 58 points
out of 60 this season to sit 13 points clear at the top.

Mourinho, who replaced the sacked Pochettino at
Spurs in November, has only twice been on the winning
side against Klopp in their 10 previous games as oppo-
nents. To do it again, Tottenham will have to rise to the
challenge without injured captain Harry Kane.

CLEAN SHEETS
Former Tottenham manager Harry Redknapp sug-

gested it could still be a lot closer than the 28-point gap
between Liverpool and sixth-placed Spurs, who have kept
only two clean sheets this season. “I can’t see any other
result but Liverpool winning the title, but Tottenham away
will be a tough game, make no mistake about that,” he told
Sky Sports.

“They’ll want to break that Liverpool unbeaten run and
it will be a tight game for sure — you wouldn’t write Tot-
tenham off, they’ve got outstanding players in the team.”
Second-placed Leicester City host Southampton on Sat-
urday. The Foxes thrashed the Saints 9-0, the biggest ever
top flight away win in English soccer, in the reverse fixture
in October but Southampton have tightened up consid-
erably since that humiliation, conceding only 13 goals in
11 games. Four more goals for Leicester would set another
record, however, as the most one club has put past an-
other in the league. Leicester have top-scoring striker
Jamie Vardy back in action, with the England international
turning 33 on Saturday, after he missed three matches
with a calf problem but centre-back Wes Morgan is out
with a groin injury. — Reuters

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Sheffield United FC v West Ham United 23:00
beIN SPORTS

FRENCH LEAGUE
Stade Rennais v Olympique Marseille 22:45
beIN SPORTS
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