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Global market uncertainties ease 
as US, China ink ‘Phase One’ deal 1412 13
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UK looks to offshore wind  
for green energy transition

Huawei keeps strong R&D pace  
as 5th top investor worldwide

Zain strategic partner of  
Kuwait Motor Show 2020

KUWAIT: Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah and Zain Vice Chairman and Group CEO Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi along with ambassadors, diplomats, and officials from both public 
and private sectors during the inauguration of Kuwait Motor Show 2020 at 360 Mall.

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in 
Kuwait, took part in the inauguration of the 9th edition of 
the Kuwait Motor Show 2020 as part of its strategic 
partnership with the biggest show for automobiles, vehi-
cles, and motorcycles in Kuwait. The event, which offers a 
comprehensive platform for local dealerships to engage 
with the public, continues from 16 - 25 January at 360 
Mall under the patronage of Deputy Minister of Amiri 
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah.  

The opening ceremony witnessed the attendance of 
Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh 
Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, Zain 
Vice Chairman and Group CEO Bader Nasser Al-
Kharafi, as well as many ambassadors, diplomats, and 
officials from both the public and private sectors.  

Zain’s strategic partnership with the event comes in 
line with its Corporate Sustainability and Social 
Responsibility strategy, through which the company - 
being a leading national company in the Kuwaiti private 
sector - is keen on supporting the various innovative 
efforts that contribute to further pushing the national 
economy wheel. This is especially true as the event offers 
car enthusiasts with an opportunity to learn more about 
the latest innovations from the world’s biggest car manu-
facturers and exclusive offers from local dealerships.  

Zain will be present in the Kuwait Motor Show via 
its own dedicated booth throughout the ten days at 

360 Mall, where the company will offer its exclusive 
offers and latest services to the show’s visitors. The 
company will also offer visitors a free chance to enter 
the draw of its latest campaign, ‘Score with Zain’ 
through its booth.  

The Kuwait Motor Show 2020 is considered the 
biggest event of its kind in Kuwait. The show’s last eight 
seasons witnessed tremendous success, with over 150 
vehicles showcased from the world’s biggest car manu-
facturers, numerous exclusive offers from local dealer-
ships, unveiling 24 all-new cars, some of which for the 
first time in the Middle East, over 312,000 visitors last 
season, and more.   

Zain is aware of the important role private sector 
companies play in encouraging such initiatives that con-
tribute to supporting Kuwait’s national economy, espe-
cially that it is one of the leading national companies in 
the private sector. Zain’s participation at this event fur-
ther reflects its keenness in developing the various inno-
vative efforts in the community, which bursts with dedi-
cated talents who have vibrant ideas that offer viable 
solutions for the market needs.  

Zain’s support to this event comes in line with its 
core objectives that aim at shouldering the advance-
ment of the community as a whole on all levels, where 
the company reaffirms the principal of partnership 
through similar efforts with the aim of contributing to 
the further progress of national economy. 

Kuwait’s biggest automobiles and motorcycles event opens at 360 Mall

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump is expected to meet 
with EU leader Ursula von der Leyen in Davos, 
Switzerland, next week, three sources said, as tensions 
mount between the allies over tariff threats and the US 
president faces an impeachment trial at home. 

Just days after Trump scored big victories by inking 

a partial trade deal with China and passing a revamp of 
the North American Free Trade Agreement, he will trav-
el to the World Economic Forum where he is expected 
to discuss deepening trade disputes with the European 
Commission president. 

The White House and the European Commission did 
not immediately respond to requests for comment. 
Among the raft of trade issues dividing the allies, 
Washington’s most immediate concern is France’s plan 
to impose a 3 percent digital services tax, which the US 
government believes would harm US technology giants 
like Alphabet Inc’s Google and Amazon.com Inc, with a 
host of other countries poised to follow suit. 

In retaliation, the US trade representative last month 
threatened to impose a 100 percent tariff on French 
Champagne, handbags, cheese and other goods and 
services. Trade experts say those tariffs could hit as 

soon as late January, given the lack of progress in 
negotiations. 

“Things are not really going anywhere,” said one of 
the sources, a European official, despite frequent talks 
between French Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire, US 
Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin and top US trade 
negotiator Robert Lighthizer. “The US is not really 
ready to compromise in terms of having some sort of 
digital services tax,” he added. 

European Union Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan on 
Thursday, ended a round of talks with senior US offi-
cials in Washington, saying that negotiations were off to 
a “good start” but there was more work to do. Iran will 
also likely be high on the agenda, after Britain, France 
and Germany triggered a dispute mechanism in the 
2015 nuclear pact with the country, following Tehran’s 
decision to begin scaling back its compliance with the 

agreement. 
The pact offered Iran sanctions relief if it curbed its 

nuclear work, but Trump withdrew from the deal in 
2018 and reimposed US sanctions, saying he wanted a 
tougher deal. Tensions in the region have heightened 
after the United States killed Iran’s most powerful mili-
tary commander in a drone strike. Iran’s foreign minis-
ter, Mohammad Javad Zarif, canceled plans to attend 
the forum. 

Trump and von der Leyen, Germany’s defense minis-
ter, know each other well after sparring over Berlin’s 
failure to reach NATO’s 2 percent defense spending 
target. In a December 2016 interview, von der Leyen 
defended her shocked reaction to Trump’s election, 
saying, “I am not a political machine, but a human being 
... and I heard exactly what he said during the cam-
paign, also as a woman.” — Reuters 

Trump, EU chief  
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KUWAIT: Al-Kharafi briefs Al-Abdullah with Volvo vehicle features.


