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Ovechkin leads Capitals with 
second straight hat trick

25

Merzlikins blanks Devils as Jackets win 4th straight
NEW YORK: Alexander Ovechkin recorded a hat trick to
pass Hall of Famer Mario Lemieux for 10th place and tie
Steve Yzerman for ninth place on the NHL’s all-time goals
list and the Washington Capitals rallied for a 6-4 victory
over the host New York Islanders on Saturday afternoon.
Ovechkin tied Lemieux midway through the first period
with a breakaway goal but after his 690th goal, the
Capitals did little offensively until their comeback bid in
the third to win their third straight game. Ovechkin got his
691st career goal on a spectacular play 5:18 into the third
when he scored while falling to the ice after making a
move through the right circle. He then tied Yzerman by
capping Washington’s comeback with an empty-net goal
with less than a minute remaining. Ovechkin recorded his
26th career hat trick and posted a hat trick for the second
straight game.

CANUCKS 4, SHARKS 1
Tanner Pearson collected one goal and one assist, while

goaltender Thatcher Demko made 17 saves as host
Vancouver beat San Jose and moved atop the Pacific
Division standings. The Canucks, who have won four of
five games overall and eight straight at home, are one point
ahead of the Edmonton Oilers, Calgary Flames, Vegas
Golden Knights and Arizona Coyotes in the standings. It’s
the first time the top five teams in a division have been
separated by one point since it happened with the Norris
Division on Jan. 1, 1987. San Jose, which managed only
three shots in the first period, received a boost when
Barclay Goodrow made it a one-goal game at 7:09 of the
third period. Goalie Aaron Dell made 35 saves for the
Sharks, who have dropped three straight games and have
fallen 12 points behind the Canucks.

AVALANCHE 5, BLUES 3
Cale Makar and Andre Burakovsky scored 22 seconds

apart late in the second period, Nathan MacKinnon and
Tyson Jost also scored, and Colorado beat St. Louis in
Denver. MacKinnon and Burakovsky each added an assist,
Ian Cole had two assists and Philipp Grubauer stopped 21
shots. Gabriel Landeskog scored into an empty net with
1.8 seconds left. David Perron and Alex Pietrangelo each
had a goal and an assist, Oskar Sundqvist also scored and
Zach Sanford and Ryan O’Reilly had two assists each for
the Blues.

OILERS 7, COYOTES 3
Connor McDavid scored two goals and Riley Sheahan

had a goal and three assists as Edmonton earned a victory
over visiting Arizona. Josh Archibald had a goal and two
assists and Sam Gagner, Kailer Yamamoto and Joakim
Nygard also scored goals for the Oilers. Edmonton won
for the sixth time in its last eight games and heads into its

bye week and All-Star Game break with 57 points, one
point behind the Pacific Division-leading Canucks. Leon
Draisaitl and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins each added two
assists for Edmonton. Mike Smith finished with 27 saves.

CANADIENS 5, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4 (SO)
Tomas Tatar scored the game-deciding goal in the

shootout as host Montreal handed Vegas coach Peter
DeBoer his first loss with his new team. Tatar and Ilya
Kovalchuk potted goals as the Canadiens won the extra
session 2-1 after allowing two late goals to force overtime.
Jonathan Marchessault scored for the Golden Knights, but
Canadiens goalie Carey Price stuffed Reilly Smith’s tying
bid to end the shootout in the bottom of the fourth round.
Nick Cousins scored twice, Kovalchuk and Joel Armia
contributed goals, Dale Weise assisted on two markers and
the Canadiens were victorious for the fourth time in their
last five games despite blowing a three-goal lead.

BLUE JACKETS 5, DEVILS 0
Rookie goaltender Elvis Merzlikins stopped 41 shots for

this third shutout of the season, and Columbus defeated
visiting New Jersey for its fourth straight win. With No. 1
goaltender Joonas Korpisalo sidelined by a knee injury,
Merzlikins has posted shutouts in three of his last four
games, with the only exception when he allowed two goals
on 34 shots to Carolina in Thursday’s win. Cam Atkinson
scored twice, and Jakob Lilja, Nick Foligno and Alexander
Wennberg also scored for Columbus, which is 14-2-4 in its
past 20 games. The Blue Jackets are 7-1-1 in the past eight
home games, outscoring the opposition 30-12.

BLACKHAWKS 6, MAPLE LEAFS 2
Jonathan Toews scored twice and added two assists,

Dominik Kubalik had two goals and an assist and visiting
Chicago defeated Toronto. Drake Caggiula added a goal
and an assist, and Brandon Saad also scored for the
Blackhawks, who have won four in a row. Erik Gustafsson
chipped in with two assists for Chicago. William Nylander
and Alex Kerfoot scored for the Maple Leafs, who have
lost five of their past six games. Tyson Barrie contributed
two assists for Toronto.

PREDATORS 2, SABRES 1
Craig Smith scored a tiebreaking power-play goal in the

third period as Nashville gave new coach John Hynes his
first home victory by defeating Buffalo. Ryan Johansen also
scored, and goaltender Pekka Rinne made 30 saves for the
Predators, who evened their record at 3-3 since Hynes took
over for the fired Peter Laviolette on Jan. 7. They had lost
their first two home games under Hynes. Sam Reinhart
scored for the Sabres, and goalie Linus Ullmark stopped 35
of 37 shots. Buffalo’s three-game winning streak, which tied

for its longest of the season, came to an end.

SENATORS 5, FLAMES 2
Brady Tkachuk, Connor Brown and Vladislav

Namestnikov each had a goal and an assist and Marcus
Hogberg stopped 40 of 42 shots as Ottawa snapped a
nine-game losing streak with a victory over visiting
Calgary. Chris Tierney and Colin White also scored goals
for the Senators, who won for the first time since before
Christmas, a 3-1 home victory over Buffalo on Dec. 23. It
was Brown’s third consecutive multi-point game and the
second career win for Hogberg. Mark Jankowski and Noah
Hanifin scored goals and David Rittich finished with 16
saves for Calgary, which lost for just the second time in the
last eight games.

PANTHERS 4, RED WINGS 1
Sergei Bobrovsky made 27 saves to lead Florida to a

win at Detroit. The Panthers won their sixth straight game
against the Red Wings and fourth straight overall, in what
was the first of a six-game road swing. Evgenii Dadonov,
Mark Pysyk, Aleksander Barkov and Denis Malgin each
scored. Dylan Larkin scored the lone goal for the Red

Wings, who lost their fourth straight game.

FLYERS 4, KINGS 1
Travis Konecny scored two goals and James van

Riemsdyk added one goal and two assists to carry host
Philadelphia past Los Angeles. Joel Farabee contributed
one goal and Claude Giroux had two assists for the Flyers,
who improved to 16-4-4 at home. Flyers goaltender Brian
Elliott made 34 saves. Dustin Brown scored the lone goal
for the Kings, who fell to 7-17-4 on the road. Kings goal-
tender Jack Campbell stopped 22 shots.

WILD 7, STARS 0
Jason Zucker scored his first goal since returning from

injury and added two assists as Minnesota stomped visiting
Dallas. Zucker fractured his fibula during a Dec. 15 game
against the Chicago Blackhawks, blocking a slap shot from
Brent Seabrook. He had surgery and returned to the ice
Jan. 12 against the Vancouver Canucks, but had been held
off the scoreboard. Mattias Janmark had the Stars’ best
chance of the third period to end Minnesota’s shutout bid,
trying to sneak a wrister past goaltender Alex Stalock, who
turned away all 27 shots by Dallas. — Reuters

NEW YORK: Ovechkin #8 of the Washington Capitals moves past Scott Mayfield #24 of the New York Islanders to
score at 5:18 of the third period at NYCB Live’s Nassau Coliseum on January 18, 2020 in Uniondale, New York. With
his second goal of the game, Ovechkin passed Mario Lemieux (690) for the 10th most goal in NHL history.  — AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Handball team
will face its Iranian counterpart at 8 pm at
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdallah hall in group 2
competition of the second round of the
Asian championship which qualify for the
world cup. Meanwhile Qatar will play
South Korea at 6 pm.

In Group 1 UAE will play Bahrain, and
Saudi Arabia will play Japan. The first and
second teams in each group qualify for
the world cup directly, as well as the
semi-finals.

Kuwait was on top of Group 4 with 6
points after defeating UAE 20-17 during
the match, as UAE was second, Iraq third
and Hong Kong fourth. The first group
was headed by Bahrain, which qualified
along with Iran to the second round, New
Zealand was third. Qatar and Japan quali-
fied in Group 2 as China was third. The
third group saw Saudi Arabia and Korea
qualify, while Australia was third.

Kuwait team will have a tough task
when it  faces Iran’s team which is a
s t rong and exper ienced team and
shoots very well from the nine meters
line, with solid defence. Kuwait players
must comply with instructions of the
coaches, and not to hasten attempts of
scoring, as the zone defence of 5-1 or
3-2-1 will be ideal against a team that
shoots from a distance.

Kuwait coach Aameen said all quarter
final matches are considered finals as far
as he is concerned, adding that all teams
in the second group are tough. He said his
goal is to reach the World Cup finals in
2021, to have Kuwait handball restore its
normal status.

Assistant coach Mohammad Mubarak
said that his team thinks about the match
with Iran only, because it is a well devel-
oped team, and winning this match means
getting strongly into competition within
the quarter finals, which is more difficult.

He said the rest day will be beneficial
for preparations, and “we promise the
fans with a good result, and ask them for
their support in the court as always.”

Kuwait players were pleased for being
on top of Group 4 through three wins, and
promised to give better performance dur-
ing the quarter finals, as Mahdi Al-Qallaf
said qualifying with the full six points
made Kuwait fans happy, as they were
always behind the players.

Goalkeeper Ali Safar congratulated his
teammates for being on top and thanked
fans for attending the ongoing matches.
Captain of Bahrain team Hussein Al-
Sayyad lauded the performance of his
teammates during the third match with
Iran, adding that the win against Iran was
very difficult, especially that some of its
players play in European teams.

Kuwait to meet Iran in
handball championship

JEDDAH: The offroad odyssey of over 7,500
kilometres that was the 2020 Dakar Rally in
Saudi Arabia has crossed the finish line.
Competitors across five categories were
pushed to the limit over 12 stages on unfor-
giving terrain. It’s not just the winners that are
celebrating tonight, everybody making it to
the end of the Dakar is a motorsports hero.

In the car race a third Dakar title has been
secured by Carlos Sainz (ESP) and his co-dri-
ver Lucas Cruz (ESP). The champions put
their Mini Buggy in pole position on Stage 3
and stayed on top of the general classification
all the way to Qiddiya.

“It makes the victory even nicer when the
battle is so tough. On top of that I win in a
third different car, I’m very proud of that.” -
Carlos Sainz

El Matador Sainz was pushed all the way
by Nasser Al-Attiyah (QAT) and Stephane
Peterhansel (FRA). The Spanish champion
needed to call on all his offroad experience
and expertise to keep the challengers at bay.
At the conclusion of Stage 12, Al-Attiyah was
in second overall and Peterhansel third. This
trio now have a grand total of 19 Dakar wins
between them.

“The fight with Carlos (Sainz) and
Stephane (Peterhansel) has been tough. There
were three drivers at the front of the race giv-
ing it everything to win. Well done to both
Carlos and Stephane because we were all
involved in a great race.” - Nasser Al-Attiyah

Also equipping himself well on the Dakar’s
debut in the Middle East was Giniel De
Villiers (ZAF). A fifth place finish for the
South African gives him his 13th Top 5 at the
Dakar. Meanwhile, Kuba Przygonski (POL)
battled back from a tough first week to show
impressive speed in the closing stages and
rose to a Top 20 finish.

“This was not an easy Dakar, we had some
technical issues. However, in the end our
speed was quite good. Now we think about
the next Dakar and one year of hard prepara-
tion.” - Kuba Przygonski

Following nine Dakar truck wins in 11 years
while the rally was hosted in South America,
Team Kamaz Master have continued their
winning record in Saudi Arabia. Andrey
Karginov (RUS) won his second Dakar title
and the nearest non-Kamaz truck to him was
more than two hours back in the general clas-
sification. “It was important for us to confirm
the first position of Kamaz in the truck cate-
gory of the Dakar and to show the advantage
of our vehicles in this new region for the ral-
ly.” - Andrey Karginov

Karginov’s team-mates Anton Shibalov
(RUS) and Dmitry Sotnikov (RUS) finished

second and fourth overall. “Congratulations to
the crew of Andrey Karginov. We are grateful
to all the fans and partners of our team for
their support.” - Anton Shibalov

Building his own legacy at the Dakar is
Ignacio Casale (CHI) who claimed his third
quad bike title. Casale put together an unas-
sailable lead in the opening stages, so when
he did suffer a navigation error on Stage 10
he was able to stay in top spot. “We worked
hard all year long with the mechanics and
now I can celebrate this win. Thanks a lot and
Viva Chile!” - Ignacio Casale

History was made in the side-by-side race
when Cyril Despres (FRA) - alongside co-
driver Mike Horn (SUI) - became the first
Dakar competitor to win stages in three dif-
ferent categories (bike, car and SxS).
Despres’s result was one of six stage wins
collected by Red Bull Off-Road Team USA as
they debuted their OT3 by Overdrive vehicle
at the Dakar. Despres and Horn coached and
mentored young drivers Mitch Guthrie Jr.
(USA) and Blade Hildebrand (USA) through-
out the rally in Saudi Arabia.

“There’s still a lot work to go into this pro-
gram to get it to where we want it to be, but
there were lots of positive steps at this
Dakar.” - Blade Hildebrand

Chaleco Lopez (CHI) arrived at the 2020
Dakar as the defending SxS champion and
dug deep to come away with a podium finish
at this latest edition of the world’s toughest
rally. “We had a huge problem the day before
yesterday, so a podium place isn’t that bad
after all. The first edition in Saudi Arabia was
interesting, I’m sure the rally will be even bet-
ter next year.” - Chaleco Lopez

The 2020 Dakar Rally bike race will be
remembered for the fatal crash suffered by
Paulo Goncalves (POR). Goncalves was a
much loved and respected rider within the
bivouac and his passing on Stage 7 led to
Stage 8 being cancelled for the bikes and
quads in honour of the former Dakar runner-
up. The bike race in Saudi Arabia was won by
Ricky Brabec (USA) on a Honda, the first time
in 19 years that the fastest Dakar rider had
not been on a KTM. Brabec was followed
home in second place by Pablo Quintanilla
(CHI) on a Husqvarna.

Third place gave Red Bull KTM Factory
Team rider Toby Price (AUS) his fifth Dakar
podium result. The two-time Dakar winner
maintains his incredible record of landing in
the Top 3 every time he has finished motor-
sports’ ultimate test of endurance.

“It’s not the result we came for but with
the two weeks we’ve had I’m quite happy to
keep my podium streak going. Now we’re
going to regroup ahead of Dakar 2021. I’ll be
back and looking to get the #1 plate again.” -
Toby Price It was fifth and sixth place finishes
for Price’s KTM team-mates Matthias
Walkner (AUT) and Luciano Benavides
(ARG) respectively. “It’s been a tough Dakar
and there’s been some really bad crashes. I’m
pleased to get over the line safely.” - Matthias
Walkner There were also strong results in the
bike race for Stefan Svitko (SVK), top placed
female rider Laia Sanz (ESP) and Original by
Motul competitor Martin Freinademetz
(AUT). “I’ve started 10 Dakars and I’ve fin-
ished all 10. This is something that is really
difficult and it’s an achievement I’m very
proud of.” - Laia Sanz

Chequered flag falls on ultra-tough
2020 Dakar Rally in Saudi Arabia

Nasser Al-Attiyah


