
Monday, January 20, 2020S p o r t s

26

LAS VEGAS: Conor McGregor made a triumphant return
to the UFC octagon on Saturday, pummelling Donald
“Cowboy” Cerrone for a technical knockout victory in just
40 seconds. The mixed martial arts superstar from Ireland
— returning to the Ultimate Fighting Championship for
the first time since he was battered into submission by
arch-rival Khabib Nurmagomedov in October 2018 —
overpowered his American foe without ever being tested.

After charging in with a left and missing, McGregor
immediately bloodied a clinching Cerrone’s nose with an
upward shoulder strike — quickly followed by another. As
soon as Cerrone stepped back, McGregor caught him on
the jaw with a high kick, then buried him under a hail of
punches. Referee Herb Dean stepped in to call a halt to
the welterweight bout 40 seconds into the first round at
the T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas. “I made history here
tonight,” McGregor said. “I’m the first UFC fighter to
secure knockouts in featherweight, lightweight and now
welterweight.

“Etch my name in the history books one more time,” he
said. “For the Irish people. For my mom back home.”
McGregor who took his record to 22-4, was the first UFC
fighter to hold two championship belts at the same time.

He achieved that feat in 2016, when he stopped Eddie
Alvarez in a lightweight title fight, adding that belt to his
featherweight title. But he hadn’t won since. That triumph
was followed by a loss to boxing great Floyd Mayweather
in a cross-combat superfight in 2017, his loss to
Nurmagomedov, announcements of retirements and
returns to fighting.

Along the way there were brushes with authorities
outside the octagon. He pleaded guilty to hitting a man in
a bar in Ireland and was accused of smashing a fan’s
phone in Florida. The New York Times reported he is the
subject of two alleged sexual assault investigations in
Ireland. Nevertheless, McGregor remains the most popu-
lar fighter in UFC history, and his return brought out stars
including British heavyweight Tyson Fury and New
England Patriots superstar quarterback Tom Brady for the
sold-out show. And McGregor didn’t disappoint against
Cerrone, an experienced veteran whose 36 wins included
the most knockouts (20) in UFC.

“He destroyed me,” Cerrone, said, “100 percent I’ve
never seen anything like it. I got my ass whipped early.”
Although there was no title at stake, McGregor said the
outcome was a harbinger of things to come.

“I like this (welterweight) division,” he said. “I feel real-
ly good. I came out of here unscathed. I’ve got work to do
to get back to where I was.” McGregor has expressed
interest in a rematch with Nurmagomedov, who is sched-
uled to defend his lightweight title in April against Tony
Ferguson.

At welterweight there is the enticing prospect of Jorge
Masvidal. UFC boss Dana White said he was “blown
away” by McGregor’s performance. “He looked fast, he hit
hard, he had a game plan and he finished a real tough kid
who came to win,” White said, adding that in his opinion
the obvious fight to point McGregor toward was a
rematch with the 28-0 Nurmagomedov.

“Khabib is the fight to make,” White said. “We’re look-
ing at Hagler-Hearns. We’re looking at, like, Ali-Foreman,
Ali-Frazier. This is a massive fight with global appeal.”
White was unruffled by the chance that his top draw
McGregor could be lured back to the boxing ring, for a
Mayweather rematch or even a clash with Filipino fight
king Manny Pacquiao. “These are great problems to
have,” White said. — AFP
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SCOREBOARD

Australia
D. Warner c Rahul b Shami 3
A. Finch run out (Jadeja//Iyer/Shami) 19
S. Smith c Iyer b Shami 131
M. Labuschagne c Kohli b Jadeja 54
M. Starc c (sub) Chahal b Jadeja 0
A. Carey c Iyer b Yadav 35
A. Turner c Rahul b Saini 4
A. Agar not out 11
P. Cummins b Shami 0
A. Zampa b Shami 1
J. Hazlewood not out 1
Extras (lb 14, w 13) 27
Total (9 wickets, 50 overs) 286
Fall of wickets: 1-18 (Warner), 2-46 (Finch), 3-173 (Labuschagne),
4-173 (Starc), 5-231 (Carey), 6-238 (Turner), 7-273 (Smith), 8-276
(Cummins), 9-282 (Zampa)
Bowling: Bumrah 10-0-38-0 (w8), Shami 10-0-63-4 (w4), Saini 10-
0-65-1, Yadav 10-0-62-1 (w1), Jadeja 10-1-44-2

India (target 287)
R. Sharma c Starc b Zampa 119
KL Rahul lbw b Agar 19
V. Kohli b Hazlewood 89
S. Iyer not out 44
M. Pandey not out 8
Extras (lb2, w8) 10
Total (3 wickets, 47.3 overs) 289
Did not bat: S. Dhawan, R. Jadeja, N. Saini, K. Yadav, M. Shami, J.
Bumrah
Fall of wickets: 1-69 (Rahul), 2-206 (Sharma), 3-274 (Kohli)
Bowling: Cummins 7-0-64-0 (w5), Starc 9-0-66-0 (w2),
Hazlewood 9.3-1-55-1 (w1), Agar 10-0-38-1, Zampa 10-0-44-1,
Labuschagne 1-0-11-0, Finch 1-0-9-0.
Result: India won by 7 wickets.

Scoreboard of the third and final one-day international between
India and Australia in Bangalore yesterday:

Clinical India, Rohit outplay 
Australia to clinch ODI series

BANGALORE: A sparkling century by Rohit Sharma
and inspired bowling helped India to a series-clinching
seven-wicket win over Australia in the third one-day
international yesterday. Sharma made 119 and put on a
key 137-run second-wicket stand with skipper Virat
Kohli, who made 89, as India chased down their target
of 287 in 47.3 overs in Bangalore.

The hosts fought back in the series after a 10-wicket
drubbing in the opening game to go past the Aaron
Finch-led tourists 2-1. Paceman Mohammed Shami
claimed four wickets to lead the bowling charge with
the hosts restricting Australia to 286 for nine on a good
batting pitch despite Steve Smith’s 131.

Sharma took the attack to the opposition with a
steady flow of boundaries — eight fours and six sixes
in his 128-ball knock — and completed his eighth cen-
tury against the Aussies.

He finally fell to Adam Zampa’s leg spin as the senior
batsman attempted a big hit but the ball top-edged off
his bat to be caught by Mitchell Starc at long-on. Kohli
kept the chase on track with an attacking Shreyas Iyer,
unbeaten on 44, as the pair put on 68 runs before the
captain was bowled by Josh Hazlewood.

Indian opener Shikhar Dhawan did not bat after
injuring his shoulder while fielding in the fifth over
Australian innings. He went for an X-ray later and TV
pictures showed the batsman’s arm in a sling.

India though did not feel his absence as Sharma and
wicketkeeper-batsman KL Rahul put on 69 runs to set
up the chase. Rahul was given not out by the on-field
umpire after being trapped lbw off Ashton Agar for 19
but Australia successfully reviewed the decision in their
favour.

SMITH CENTURY 
Earlier Smith followed up his 98 in the second match

with his ninth ODI hundred and his first since January
2017 — a period during which he served a one-year
ban between March 2018 and 2019. Smith put on 127
runs for the third wicket with Marnus Labuschagne to

lay the foundation for Australia’s total after they elected
to bat. Shami struck first to send David Warner trudg-
ing back to the pavilion for three after the left-handed
opener edged to wicketkeeper KL Rahul. Finch and
Smith started to build, but their partnership was cut
short by a big mix up between the two batsmen with
the captain being run out for 19.

Smith played the ball to short third man and Finch
ran for a single only to get stuck with his partner at the
striker’s end, and fell well short of the crease while try-

ing to make it back. Smith kept the scoreboard ticking
with singles and twos and the occasional boundary
with partner Labuschagne, who got a maiden ODI fifty
after making his debut in the opening match of the
series.

Left-arm spinner Ravindra Jadeja broke the partner-
ship with the wicket of Labuschagne for 54, and struck
twice in his ninth over to pull Australia back. Smith
played a lone hand before falling to Shami as the middle
and lower order did not fire. — AFP

India chased down their target of 287 in 47.3 overs 

BANGALORE: India’s cricketers pose for a team photograph with the trophy after winning the third and last one
day international (ODI) cricket match of a three-match series between India and Australia at the M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium in Bangalore yesterday. — AFP

Kuwait’s veteran tennis players meet
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: President of Arab and Kuwait Tennis
Federations Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah brought together veteran Kuwaiti Tennis players
who represented Kuwait during the past thirty years in
tournament events most important of which is the men’s
world cup (David Cup), and left good impressions on
Kuwait’s tennis over many years.

Kuwait Tennis Federation held a dinner banquet that
was attended by Deputy Chairman of Kuwait Tennis
Federation Abdelsamad Al-Aryan, Secretary General Faleh
Al-Otaibi, Assistant Secretary Ali Hayat, Technical
Driector Abbas Al-Busairi and National Teams Sueprvisor
Abdelredha Al-Shatti.

The surprise of the dinner which was the presence of
the long term coach of the national team during the 1980s
and 1990s until 2002, during which many achievements
where made at many levels and Kuwait was on top of
GCC countries and had a monopoly over the Gulf champi-
onships for all age groups, he is coach Damian Sancilio,
from USA. Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdallah thanked
the veteran players for accepting the invitation and lauded
their efforts in establishing the tennis game in Kuwait.

He told them KTF is in need for their experience and
opinions to develop the game. He also urged them to stay
in touch with the federation for the good of tennis. Sheikh
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdallah also thanked American
coach Damian Sancilio for accepting the invitation adding
that his presence gave the event warmth and brought
memories of the past.

HOUSTON: LeBron James produced his 31st double-dou-
ble, Kyle Kuzma chipped in 23 points and the visiting Los
Angeles Lakers turned a third-quarter defensive clinic into a
124-115 win over the Houston Rockets on Saturday. The
Lakers delivered an efficient offensive display without their
leading scorer, Anthony Davis, by following James’ lead.
James paired a team-high 31 points with a game-high 12
assists to steward the Lakers. Their defensive might turned
the tide in the third, which they won 32-17. JaVale McGee
and former Rockets center Dwight Howard recorded three
blocks each, while Danny Green had four steals. The Lakers
posted 13 steals and nine blocks while limiting the Rockets
to 12-for-37 shooting from behind the arc. Russell
Westbrook (35 points, nine rebounds, seven assists) and
James Harden (34 points, seven assists) paced the Rockets,
who have dropped three straight and four of five. Houston
committed 20 turnovers.

PHOENIX SUNS 123 - BOSTON CELTICS 119
Devin Booker scored 39 points and fell an assist shy of

his first career triple-double as visiting Phoenix held off
undermanned Boston. Booker added 10 rebounds, Deandre
Ayton had 26 points and 15 boards and Mikal Bridges
scored a career-high 26, as the Suns won for the fourth time
in their last five. Dario Saric scored 13 with 11 rebounds and
five assists. Marcus Smart scored a career-high 37 points
on a team-record-setting 11 3-pointers, but the Celtics fell
for the sixth time in their last eight. Jayson Tatum scored 26
with 10 rebounds, and Gordon Hayward had 22 points, sev-
en boards and seven assists. Boston played without starters
Kemba Walker (left knee) and Jaylen Brown (thumb sprain).

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS 133 - 
NEW ORLEANS PELICANS 130

Kawhi Leonard scored 39 points, and Lou Williams had
32 as visiting Los Angeles defeated New Orleans in

Leonard’s fifth consecutive game with more than 30 points
in the absence of second-leading scorer Paul George.
Despite being with George because of a hamstring injury,
the Clippers had plenty of help. Montrezl Harrell added 24
points, and Landry Shamet scored 11. The Clippers
outscored New Orleans 31-20 in the fourth quarter. Derrick
Favors (10-for-10 from floor) had 22 points and 11 rebounds,
Brandon Ingram scored 21, JJ Redick tallied 19 while Lonzo
Ball had a triple-double with 18 points, 11 assists and 10
rebounds for New Orleans.

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER 
119 - PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS 106

Chris Paul tied his season high with 30 points to lift
Oklahoma City to a win over visiting Portland. Paul was 11 of
15 from the floor in the game and added seven assists.
Portland was without guard CJ McCollum, who suffered a
sprained left ankle Friday. The Blazers’ bench was further
depleted before the game when swingman Kent Bazemore
and forward Anthony Tolliver were reportedly traded to the
Sacramento Kings. According to ESPN, Portland will
receive Trevor Ariza, Wendell Gabriel and Caleb Swanigan
in the deal. Rookie Darius Bazley, starting at forward in
Danilo Gallinari’s absence (rest), had a career-best 13
rebounds for the Thunder. Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored
22 points. Dennis Schroder added 15 — all in the final 15
minutes.

TORONTO RAPTORS 122 - 
MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES 112

Fred VanVleet scored 29 points in his return from a ham-
string injury, and Kyle Lowry added 28 points as visiting
Toronto used a third-quarter charge to earn a victory over
Minnesota. Norman Powell scored 20 points, and Pascal
Siakam added 14 as the Raptors continued to get their reg-
ulars back on the court. Powell and Siakam returned from
injury last weekend. Marc Gasol returned Friday. VanVleet
was the latest to see the court again after missing the last
five games. Jarrett Culver scored 26 points, and Robert
Covington added 22 as the Timberwolves lost their fifth
consecutive game. Karl-Anthony Towns scored 12 for
Minnesota in his second game back from a 15-game

absence because of a sore knee. Andrew Wiggins had a
triple-double in the defeat, scoring 18 points with 10
rebounds and 11 assists.

MILWAUKEE BUCKS 117 - BROOKLYN NETS 97
Giannis Antetokounmpo encountered little difficulty col-

lecting 29 points and 12 rebounds as Milwaukee led most of
the way and cruised to a victory over Brooklyn in New
York. Antetokounmpo posted his 37th double-double while
also tying his career-high with eight turnovers, including
four offensive fouls. The star forward made 12 of 20 shots
and hit two 3-pointers, as the Bucks pushed their winning
streak to six games and beat the Nets for the 16th time in
the past 19 meetings. Khris Middleton added 20 points as
the Bucks led for the final 40:33, shot 50.6 percent (45 of
89) and led by as many as 25 points. Former Nets center
Brook Lopez contributed 12 points, while Donte DiVincenzo
and Wesley Matthews finished with 11 points apiece.

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS 90 - 
NEW YORK KNICKS 87

Tobias Harris drained a go-ahead 3-pointer with 28.2
seconds remaining in the fourth quarter as Philadelphia won
at New York. Ben Simmons scored 21 points to reach the
20-point plateau in a career-best fourth straight contest for
the 76ers, who snapped a six-game road losing skid and
improved to 8-14 away from the City of Brotherly Love.
Josh Richardson scored 18 points, and Furkan Korkmaz
added 17, one night after he erupted for a career-best totals
in points (24) and 3-pointers (six) in the 76ers’ 100-89 vic-
tory over Chicago.

UTAH JAZZ 123 - SACRAMENTO KINGS 101
Bojan Bogdanovic made six 3-pointers and scored 30

points to help Utah roll over Sacramento at Salt Lake City.
Rudy Gobert recorded a season-high 28 points on 9-of-11
shooting and also had 15 rebounds and three blocked shots.
Donovan Mitchell scored 22 points as the Jazz won for the
16th time in their past 18 games. De’Aaron Fox recorded 21
points and eight assists for the Kings, who have lost four
straight games and 13 of their past 16. Marvin Bagley III
scored 17 points, and Buddy Hield added 14.—Reuters

LeBron double lead 
Lakers by Rockets


