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THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2020

DAVOS: US President Donald Trump flew back
to his Washington impeachment trial in tri-
umphant spirits yesterday after turning the
Davos forum into a victory tour for the US
economy and scoffing at his Democratic oppo-
nents. For two days, Trump was unstoppable as
he ignored Davos’ supposed focus on global
warming and inequality. Barely mentioning cli-
mate crisis, he relentlessly touted US employ-
ment figures and GDP growth and bathed in the
attention of CEOs and billionaires.

“Everybody is talking about America’s
unprecedented economic success. It’s really
the talk of the town,” he crowed at a press
conference organized at the last minute before
departure, enabling him to give himself one
more shout-out. Yesterday morning was
breakfast with a Who’s Who of American
CEOs - the bosses of companies like Morgan
Stanley and Apple.

Tuesday evening it had been the turn of for-
eign corporate titans and the boss of world soc-
cer body FIFA, Gianni Infantino, who declared
Trump to be “made of the same sort of fibre” as
elite athletes. Then there was Trump’s speech on
Tuesday, given top billing by Davos’ World
Economic Forum for its 50th annual gathering in
the Swiss mountain resort. The hall was packed,
the overflow rooms were packed, but Trump
told them what he came to tell - not the message
of global togetherness and environmental heal-
ing that many of them wanted to hear. Mocking
climate campaigners as “the heirs of yesterday’s
foolish fortune tellers”, he instead delivered a
rousing defense of fossil fuel industries and said
that technical ingenuity could find a solution to
any problem. “The American dream is back, big-
ger, better, stronger than ever before,” he said.

Scoffing at impeachment 
While the Davos crowd watched in adoration

or, in many cases, consternation, Trump’s real
audience was back home in the US Senate and

in the swing states like Wisconsin that will
decide his fate in the November election. The
booming economy is the backbone of that
reelection campaign, with history showing that
an incumbent is hard to beat at a time of strong
growth. But more immediately, Trump was talk-
ing to the senators about to reconvene for a
second day in his impeachment trial for abuse of
office and obstruction.

Trump’s Republican majority has made clear
it will do almost anything to ensure his acquittal
and with his roaring boasts of success in Davos
he seemed to dare the Democrats to take him
on. Half jokingly, Trump even said he would
“love” to walk into the Senate himself and
observe the trial. “I’d love to go. I’d sort of love
(to) sit in the front row and stare in their corrupt
faces,” Trump said at the press conference.
Asked if he wanted the trial to be concluded as
quickly as possible, with no witnesses allowed
and no extra evidence released, Trump said “I
would rather go the long way”.

Even if acquitted, he will forever bear the
stigma of being only the third president in US
history to face an impeachment trial. At his
press conference, Trump sounded incredulous
that someone with the kind of success he was
touting in Davos could even be accused of
wrongdoing. “All I do is honest. I make great
deals. I make great deals for our country,” he
said. “I make great deals for our country and
they’re honest deals.” With that, Trump board-
ed the Marine One helicopter to lift over the
Alps down to Zurich and a waiting Air Force
One - and back to Washington. Republicans
and Democrats battled over summoning high-
level White House witnesses Tuesday in a
marathon first day of arguments in Trump’s trial
for abuse of power. The two sides squared off in
fiery exchanges that circled around the proce-
dures for the trial and gave the Democrats an
opportunity to spell out their arguments for
Trump’s guilt on national television.

But Republican Senate leader Mitch
McConnell flexed his own political muscle,
mobilizing his side’s 53-47 majority in the body
to slap down Democratic attempts to amend the
trial procedures that he reportedly crafted
together with the White House and designed to
protect Trump. After 13 hours, just before 2 am,
McConnell was successful in pushing back
every Democratic effort, ensuring Republicans
had control over a trial they hope will be
wrapped up by the end of the month.

McConnell’s rules set out a schedule of six
days of arguments, three days by the House
impeachment managers and then three days by
Trump’s defense team, to be followed by one day
of questions from the 100 Senators, who sit as
jury in the trial. Democrats though were angered
by McConnell’s refusal to call witnesses and
subpoena documents before the trial’s argu-
ments phase is over. They want to hear from
current and former top Trump aides, including
White House Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney and
former national security advisor John Bolton.
Without any guarantee that witnesses would be
called even at that time, they sought in a last-
ditch move to give the presiding judge, Supreme
Court Chief Justice John Roberts, the last word
on calling witnesses. That too was rejected in a
stark party-line vote. “They don’t want a fair tri-
al,” said Adam Schiff, the leader of the House
impeachment managers prosecuting the case.
“They don’t want you to hear these witnesses...
they don’t want a neutral justice to weigh in.”

But Schiff ’s team took advantage of the
opportunity to seek amendments to occupy the
television cameras for most of the hearing and
lay out their case against the US leader. They
used detailed graphics and played videos of US
diplomats testifying late last year to demon-
strate that Trump oversaw the months-long
scheme to pressure Ukraine to help him politi-
cally damage potential 2020 election opponent
Joe Biden and the Democrats. — AFP

Trump returns to US in triumphant spirits 
President’s impeachment trial opens with fiery clashes over witnesses

WASHINGTON: (From left) Senate Minority Leader Charles Schumer, Sen Patty Murray, Sen Sheldon Whitehouse and Sen Chris Murphy hold a news conference at the US Capitol yesterday. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Hillary Clinton launched a
scathing attack on presidential hopeful
Bernie Sanders, her rival for the 2016
Democratic nomination, telling a docu-
mentary that “nobody likes him”. The for-
mer US secretary of state also refused to
say whether she would endorse and
campaign for Sanders if he becomes the
Democrats’ choice to take on President
Donald Trump in November’s election.
Her comments on Tuesday drew the ire
of Sanders’ supporters, who called on
Clinton to support the candidate the par-
ty backs in their bid to remove Trump
from the White House.

“He was in Congress for years. He had
one senator support him,” Clinton says in
a four-part series due to air on streaming
site Hulu in March. “Nobody likes him,
nobody wants to work with him, he got
nothing done. He was a career politician.
“It’s all just baloney and I feel so bad that
people got sucked into it,” she adds.

Sanders, a leftist senator from
Vermont, is among the leaders in the
race for the 2020 Democratic presiden-
tial nomination. He sits second in nation-
al polls behind centrist Joe Biden and
ahead of Massachusetts senator
Elizabeth Warren, two weeks before the
first nomination vote in Iowa. Sanders,
78, pushed 72-year-old Clinton to the
wire four years ago in an acrimonious,
months-long battle for the party’s nomi-
nation. Clinton won that race but lost to
Trump. She has criticized Sanders and

his supporters for not sufficiently back-
ing her in the presidential vote.

Interviewed by The Hollywood
Reporter about the documentary, Clinton
stopped short of saying she would sup-
port Sanders if he won the nomination
this year. “I’m not going to go there yet.
We’re still in a very vigorous primary
season,” she said. But in a tweet on
Tuesday night, Clinton expanded on her
position. “I thought everyone wanted my
authentic, unvarnished views! But to be
serious, the number one priority for our
country and world is retiring Trump, and,
as I always have, I will do whatever I can
to support our nominee,” she wrote.

Sanders played down the attack in
the documentary, telling reporters that
he was focused on Trump’s impeachment
trial, which kicked off in earnest Tuesday.
“On a good day, my wife likes me, so
let’s clear the air on that one,” he joked.
The Justice Democrats, a group close to
Sanders, started a petition calling on
Clinton to support whoever wins the
nomination.  The former first lady and
US senator also waded into a dispute
between Warren and Sanders.

Warren has accused him of privately
telling her in Dec 2018, as they contem-
plated White House runs, that he did not
believe a woman could win a presiden-
tial election. Sanders denies the claim
but Clinton said the comment was “part
of a pattern”. “If it were a one-off, you
might say, ‘OK, fine.’ — AFP

On the menu at 
China virus market: 
Rats and wolf pups
SHANGHAI: The food market where China’s deadly virus
surfaced was a smorgasbord of exotic wildlife ranging
from wolf pups to species linked to previous pandemics
such as civets, according to vendor information and a
Chinese media report. The Huanan Seafood Market in the
central city of Wuhan came under greater scrutiny yester-
day as Chinese officials said that the virus which has so far
killed nine people and infected hundreds may have origi-
nated in a wild animal sold at the food emporium.

Past deadly epidemics have been blamed on wild animals
- Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) was linked to
Chinese consumption of civet meat - setting Chinese
authorities up for potential embarrassment if lax supervision
of wildlife trafficking is found at fault in the latest outbreak.
A price list circulating on China’s Internet for a business at
the Wuhan market lists a menagerie of animals or animal-
based products including live foxes, crocodiles, wolf pup-
pies, giant salamanders, snakes, rats, peacocks, porcupines,
camel meat and other game - 112 items in all. 

“Freshly slaughtered, frozen and delivered to your
door,” said the price list for the vendor, “Wild Game
Animal Husbandry for the Masses”. Gao Fu, director of the
Chinese centre for disease control and prevention, said in
Beijing yesterday that authorities believe the virus likely
came from “wild animals at the seafood market” though
the exact source remains undetermined.

China bans the trafficking of a number of wild species
or requires special licenses, but regulations are loose for
some species if they are commercially farmed. AFP was
unable to directly confirm the authenticity of the price list.
Phone calls to the vendor went unanswered, and attempts
to connect to its social media accounts were rejected. The
Beijing News published a photo Tuesday showing the
same vendor’s now-shuttered storefront, as authorities in
white hazmat suits milled about. 

The paper also quoted other merchants as saying trade
in wildlife took place up until the market was shuttered for
disinfection shortly after the outbreak. A number of the
early sufferers of the virus, now known as the 2019 Novel
Coronavirus (2019-nCoV), were employees of the market. 

Many exotic species are still widely consumed in China
or other Asian countries where they are considered a deli-
cacy - like the civet or some rats or bats - or for purported
health benefits that are unproven by science. But this brings
growing human health risks, said Christian Walzer, executive
director of the US-based Wildlife Conservation Society’s
Health Program. Walzer said 70 percent of all new infec-
tious diseases come from wildlife, with habitat encroach-
ment increasing the chances of pathogens spreading.

“Wildlife markets offer a unique opportunity for viruses
to spill over from wildlife hosts,” he said. “It is essential to
invest resources not only into discovering new viruses, but
more importantly, in determining the epidemiological driv-
ers of... (the) spillover, amplification, and spread of infec-
tious diseases.” — AFP 

WUHAN, China: In this file photograph taken on Jan 11,
2020, members of staff of the Wuhan hygiene emergency
response team leave the closed Huanan Seafood
Wholesale Market. — AFP 

Hillary Clinton says ‘nobody
likes’ Bernie Sanders

Greece elects first 
woman president 
for a ‘new era’ 
ATHENS: Greece’s parliament yesterday elected the first
woman president in the country’s history, a senior judge
with no party-political allegiance. A cross-party majority
of 261 of the 294 MPs present at the session voted in
favour of 63-year-old Katerina Sakellaropoulou, parlia-
ment chief Costas Tassoulas said. “Katerina
Sakellaropoulou has been elected president of the repub-
lic,” Tassoulas said. “This is a very important day for the
Greek republic,” said Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis,
who nominated her for the post. “Parliament has elected a
remarkable jurist, a consensus figure who symbolises the
transition to a new era.”

The new EU Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen agreed. Tweeting her congratulations to
Sakellaropoulou, she added: “Greece is moving ahead
into a new era of equality.” Sakellaropoulou herself set
out her priorities to assembled journalists shortly after
the vote: the economic crisis, climate change and mass
migration, all of which required international cooperation.

The new president, until now the head of Greece’s
administrative court, the Council of State, will be sworn in
on March 13, taking over from Prokopis Pavlopoulos. The
daughter of a Supreme Court judge, Sakellaropoulou com-
pleted postgraduate studies at Paris’s Sorbonne university.
She was the first woman to lead the Council of State, the
country’s top administrative court. As a jurist, she has par-
ticular expertise in environmental and constitutional law.

A consensus candidate 
Although the president is nominally the head of the

Greek state and commander-in-chief, the post is largely
ceremonial. Greek presidents confirm governments and
laws and technically have the power to declare war, but
only in conjunction with the government. Backed by the

main opposition leftist Syriza and socialist KINAL parties,
Sakellaropoulou’s candidacy secured one of the highest
vote counts in parliament history. Mitsotakis had empha-
sized that the selection broke with tradition not only
because Sakellaropoulou is a woman, but because she is
not a member of a political party. Past presidents have
often been senior party figures, such as former ministers.
Some commentators have welcomed Sakellaropoulou’s
nomination as a consensus candidate during a difficult
time for Greek foreign policy, amid  tension with Turkey
over energy exploration, Aegean territorial rights and
migration.

“The time has come for Greece to open up to the
future,” Mitsotakis said earlier this month, as he sub-
mitted Sakellaropoulou’s name for the parliamentary
vote. When Mitsotakis became prime minister in July,
he was criticised for appointing just a handful of
women to his cabinet. A 2017 Eurobarometer poll found
63 percent of Greeks thought gender equality had been
achieved in politics, 69 percent at work and 61 percent
in leadership positions. — AFP

ATHENS: President of Council of State Katerina
Sakellaropoulou poses for pictures after the result of a
parliament vote for the election of the new President of the
Greek Republic yesterday. — AFP 


