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Prosecutor refers Eurofighter  
aircraft deal for investigation

Director general sent to prosecution over graft • Kuwait slams Filipino FM’s statement

News in brief

By B Izzak and Meshaal Al-Enezi 
 
KUWAIT: The public prosecutor yesterday referred 
the multibillion-dollar Eurofighter Typhoon aircraft deal 
to the investigation committee of the special court that 
tries ministers. The move came after Defense Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-Sabah filed a complaint 
to the public prosecutor over allegations of corruption, 
amid reports of kickbacks in the $9 billion deal. 

Informed sources said the report includes the 

involvement of some senior officials including a former 
defense minister and retired and current officials. 
Sources said according to accusations, some officials 
had unlawfully profiteered from their positions by 
deliberately inflating the contract value, exceeding their 
liabilities and not obtaining the required audit 
approvals, which caused massive loss of public funds.  

The deal in question involves purchasing 28 
Eurofighter jets at a total value of $9 billion, which is 
twice the actual cost, in addition to millions of dinars in 

commissions unlawfully paid to middlemen. The defense 
ministry had formed a special committee to investigate 
Audit Bureau reports concerning the Eurofighter con-
tracts as well as those signed between the ministry and 
Airbus to purchase 30 Caracal helicopters along with 
maintenance, spare parts, training and technical support.  

In a related development, the Anti-Corruption 
Authority (Nazaha) yesterday referred the director 
general of a public authority to the general prosecution 
to cross examine charges by Minister of Awqaf and 

Islamic Affairs and Justice Fahd Al-Afasi against him. 
Mohammad Bouzbar, Nazaha’s official spokesperson, 
said in a press release that the case revolves round a 
third charitable stake in a commercial company. When 
the company’s extraordinary general assembly decided 
to liquidate the company, a panel tasked with the liqui-
dation was formed and was headed by the director 
general of a public authority to ensure exemption of the 
charitable stake from the liquidation.  
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KFSD hit by ransomware  
 
KUWAIT: A hacker called “Robin Hood” yesterday 
hacked and shut down the Kuwait Fire Service 
Directorate’s systems and threatened to delete all 
data unless he is paid $10,000 within four days, said 
official sources at the KFSD.  The sources added that 
the entire directorate was alerted and all employees 
were instructed to shut down their computers until 
further notice. In addition, the sources stressed 
KFSD has a backup of all its data and there is no fear 
of losing it, adding work was in progress to bring 
things back to normal. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

Omani FM in Iran again 
 
TEHRAN: Iran’s top diplomat Mohammad Javad 
Zarif hosted his Omani counterpart Yusuf bin Alawi 
yesterday for the second time within a week for 
talks on security in the sensitive Gulf. Alawi was 
making the visit to Tehran on the tail end of his trip 
to the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland, which Zarif skipped after scheduling 
changes to the annual event. Zarif and Alawi dis-
cussed “bilateral cooperation regarding the Strait 
of Hormuz and emphasized their governments’ 
will... to guarantee maritime and energy security 
for all,” Iran’s foreign ministry said in a statement. 
It was their second meeting in the Iranian capital 
since Tuesday and at least their fourth encounter 
since late July. — AFP 

Saudi in talks to buy Newcastle  
 
LONDON: Saudi Arabia’s sovereign wealth fund 
is in talks to buy English soccer club Newcastle 
United for about £340 million ($447 million), a 
source familiar with the situation told Reuters, 
confirming a report in the Wall Street Journal earli-
er on Saturday. British billionaire Mike Ashley, who 
made his fortune from sportswear retailer Sports 
Direct (renamed Frasers Group last month) has 
owned Newcastle United since 2007. Saudi’s 
Public Investment Fund together with a group led 
by British financier Amanda Staveley, are in discus-
sions to buy the Premier League club, but the talks 
were at a delicate stage and could fall apart, a 
source familiar with the situation said. — Reuters

WUHAN, China: China expanded drastic travel 
restrictions yesterday to contain an epidemic that has 
killed 56 people and infected nearly 2,000, as the US, 
France and Japan prepared to evacuate their citizens 
from a quarantined city at the outbreak’s epicenter. 
China has locked down the hard-hit province of Hubei 
in the country’s center in an unprecedented operation 
affecting tens of millions of people in a bid to slow the 
spread of the respiratory virus. Its ability to spread 
appears to be “getting stronger” though it is “not as  
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China stiffens  
defenses against  
virus epidemic 

NABLUS: This picture taken around sunrise yesterday shows the Askar (foreground) Palestinian refugee camp in 
“Area A” of the West Bank (full Palestinian civil and security control), Beit Fureik (background), partially between 
“Area B” (Palestinian civil control and joint Israeli-Palestinian security control) and “Area C” (full Israeli civil and 
security control). — AFP 

JERUSALEM/RAMALLAH: Israel yesterday officially 
gave its citizens the right to travel to Saudi Arabia for reli-
gious and business visits, in the latest sign of warming ties 
between the two states. The interior ministry’s announce-
ment will have limited practical impact, as Israelis had pre-
viously been travelling to Saudi Arabia via third countries, 
especially Jordan.  But Israel had never granted official 
approval for such travel by both Jewish and Muslim Israelis. 

Interior Minister Aryeh Deri “signed for the first time 
an order enabling an exit permit for Israelis to Saudi 
Arabia”, his office said. Israel has a peace deal with two 
Arab countries - Jordan and Egypt - but its occupation 
of Palestinian territory has long served as a major fac-
tor preventing similar accords with the rest of the Arab 
world. The interior ministry said its move, coordinated 
with the security and diplomatic services, approves 
travel to Saudi “for religious purposes during the hajj 
and the umrah (Muslim pilgrimages)”. 
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Israel allows visits to  
Saudi; Palestinians  
threaten to quit Oslo 

DUBAI: Women use their cell phones to film screens showing a spacecraft lifting off in 
Kazakhstan carrying 35-year-old Emirati astronaut Hazzaa Al-Mansoori at the 
Mohammed Bin Rashid Space Centre on Sept 25, 2019. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur celebrates after winning against China’s Wang Qiang  
on day seven of the Australian Open yesterday. — AFP 

DUBAI: With its ultra-modern infra-
structure and hyper-connected services, 
the United Arab Emirates is an emerging 
technology power, but a scandal sur-
rounding a popular messaging applica-
tion has highlighted tight controls on the 
Internet. The oil-rich country has invest-
ed billions in new technologies and arti-
ficial intelligence “to become a forerun-
ner in the provision of smart services” as 
part of its Vision 2021 development plan.  

But although more than nine million 
expatriates make up 90 percent of the 
population, making a WhatsApp or 
Skype call to get in touch with loved 
ones back home is no easy task. While 

free voice over internet protocol (VoIP) 
telephony is commonly used across the 
globe, it is inaccessible through normal 
Internet services in the UAE - except for 
on the Abu Dhabi-developed mobile 
application ToTok. 

“To speak with my family via 
WhatsApp, I buy a card every month,” 
one Pakistani worker told AFP, holding 
up a small ticket with a code to access a 
virtual private network (VPN), which 
allows users to bypass Internet restric-
tions. While many opt to use VPNs - the 
legality of which is hazy - others have 
resorted to ToTok, which became popu-
lar in the Emirates and the Middle East 
after its 2019 launch.  

“I used ToTok because it is the only 
platform where video calls work proper-
ly,” said an Egyptian expat, who regular-
ly uses the app to call his wife and 
daughter back home. However, a report 
by The New York Times in December 
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UAE technology  
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MELBOURNE: Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur 
said she hoped to inspire young people 
across the Arabic-speaking world after 
she became the first Arab woman to 
reach a Grand Slam quarter-final yester-
day. The unseeded 25-year-old knocked 
out China’s Wang Qiang, who upset 
Serena Williams in the previous round, 
7-6 (7/4), 6-1 to extend her dream run in 
Melbourne. Jabeur, the highest-ranked 
Arab woman in history - she reached a 
career-high 51 last year, and is now 78th 

- will next play America’s Sofia Kenin in 
the last eight. 

“I’m trying to inspire many (of the) 
young generation back home either in 
Tunisia or the Arabic world, especially in 
Africa, which is amazing,” Jabeur said. “I 
mean, it’s not impossible. I made it. Like I 
said before, I’ve been practicing in 
Tunisia from the age of three through 16 
or 17.” Jabeur, who sent former world 
number one Caroline Wozniacki into 
retirement in the previous round, 
described herself as a “100 percent 
Tunisian product” having turned down 
opportunities to train abroad to continue 
developing her game at home.  

“I got a lot of offers to go to college 
in the US - wasn’t really an option for 
me,” said Jabeur.  
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