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V   News in brief
Interior fights taxi apps 
 
KUWAIT: Informed sources said the popular taxi 
application Draiwel may be the next to be blocked in 
Kuwait on the orders of the interior ministry after 
Careem. Several customers have complained for 
blocking the Draiwel app for reasons unknown, 
while informed sources said blocking by the com-
munications authority is at the orders of the interior 
ministry. They said this action may hit new apps, and 
all of them will be closed due to licensing issues. 
Meanwhile, sources close to officials of these appli-
cations said there is interference by competing par-
ties in the matter. —Al-Qabas 
 

 

Future gen’s fund 
 
KUWAIT: The issue of deducting 10 percent from 
revenues for the future generations fund is now 
under discussion due to accumulating budget 
deficits, without reaching a sustainable solution for 
public finance. Well-informed sources said the 
deduction requires amendment of law 106/1976 so 
the government can reduce the deficit and limit the 
rate of exhaustion of the general reserve, but the 
amendment faces a wide-ranging national discus-
sion due to its possible negative repercussions, 
because if it happens, it will set a precedent - the 
second since the Iraqi invasion. Concerned sources 
said there are conditions that are supposed to be 
applied parallel to the stop of deductions, because 
deficits in seven years reached KD 40 billion, while 
the deducted amount for the future generations fund 
is KD 15 billion, which means a large deficit will 
remain even if the deductions stop. Sources said the 
government must carry out deep financial reforms to 
stop uncontrolled spending and should implement 
measures to increase non-oil revenues and reduce 
current spending, in which there is much squander-
ing. Another measure is related to committing all 
establishments and authorities in which the govern-
ment is a contributor to transfer their annual profits 
to the public reserve fund and collect government 
debts, estimated at around KD 2 billion. —Al-Qabas 

 
 

Visa trafficking 
 
KUWAIT: Following up the case of an Arab man-
doub and a company owner who were sent to the 
prosecution for obtaining hundreds of business 
visas for expats in exchange of money, it was found 
out that the same company was previously involved 
in bringing in expat workers for begging. After some 
of the beggars were arrested, a security block was 
placed on the company and it was not allowed to 
bring in any labor. But the block was lifted, only to 
find that it brought in expats on business visas in 
exchange of KD 200 to KD 250. A police source 
said officers who lifted the security restriction may 
be questioned. —Al-Anbaa

By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi 
 
KUWAIT: A few days prior to the expected visit to 
Kuwait of the Philippine Labor Secretary Silvestre 
Bello III by the end of this month, a number of local 
domestic labor agencies made symbolic donations to 
the family of the recently murdered Filipina maid 
accompanied with letters of condolences to be unoffi-
cially presented to the family in an attempt to calm ris-
ing tensions. The letter sent to the deceased’s family 
noted that KD 2,700 had been donated and remarked 
that no financial aid could make up for the family’s loss.  

Fish auctions 
Chairman of Kuwait Fishermen Union Thaher Al-

Suwayyan expressed the union’s strong rejection of 
some of the articles included in the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry’s (MoCI) executive charter 
concerning fish auctions, noting that the union’s 
remarks on the charter had been ignored. Suwayyan 
added that MoCI’s instructions to pay the auction 
deposit using K-Net will be difficult and cause confu-
sion in the fish market. Suwayyan urged MoCI to 
amend its regulations concerning the minimum weight 
of auctioned fish, the fee collected per auctioned kilo 

and determining the share for consumers, restaurants 
and companies after the auctions and not before them.  

 
Waste removed 

Mubarak Al-Kabeer municipal cleaning teams 
inspected Adan and Qusour, said Mubarak Al-Kabeer 
municipality’s acting manager Khaled Al-Azmi, noting 
that the inspection tour started at 8:30 am and lasted 
till 1:30 pm. Azmi added that the campaign resulted in 
removing 14 truckloads of waste and six abandoned or 
displayed-for-sale vehicles and replacing 500 old 
garbage containers with  new ones.  

Citizens resigned 
Minister of Public Works and Housing Rana Al-Fares 

said 169 citizens had resigned from the ministry of hous-
ing, 74 from the Public Authority for Housing Welfare 
and 65 from Kuwait Credit Bank, adding the resignations 
were upon the employees’ own requests or for stopping 
work without excuse. This came during Fares’ atten-
dance of the parliamentary budgets and final statements 
committee meeting to discuss MPW’s final statement 
2018-2019 and the Audit Bureau remarks about it. MP 
Safa Al-Hashem said the same remarks have been recur-
ring despite the minister’s activeness. 

Kuwaiti offices donate KD 2,700 
to deceased Filipina maid’s family

Goodwill gesture an attempt to calm rising tensions

Amir receives 
Pope reply to New 
Year greetings 

 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a letter yesterday 
from Pope Francis, in response to the greetings he sent 
the Vatican to mark the new year. In his letter, Pope 
Francis said he was overjoyed to have received His 
Highness the Amir’s best wishes, saying he is eager to 
work with leaders across the world for the good of 
humanity. He went on to wish that Kuwait would remain 
on a fixed path towards prosperity and stability, hoping 
for even better bilateral ties.  

Separately, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable yesterday to 
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison, expressing 
sincere condolences over demise of his father. His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah also sent 
similar cables. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah met yester-
day with members of the permanent supreme committee to implement 
international health regulations, discussing the latest developments related 

to coronavirus. The meeting also aims to follow up on recommendations to 
raise the level of capabilities against the disease with relevant ministries 
and official institutions in the country. Meanwhile, the ministry said that the 

minister held another meeting with senior officials at relevant sectors and 
departments to ascertain their readiness and contingency plans for any 
developments regarding the spread of the new virus. —KUNA

Supreme health committee meets on coronavirus

By Ben Garcia  
 
KUWAIT: The Embassy of Guyana in Kuwait has set a 
Guinness World Record in the category of ‘most stickers 
on a car.’ The embassy yesterday received a certificate 
from the Guinness World Records adjudicator, witnessed 
by several dignitaries from various embassies. The cele-
bration coincided with Guyana’s 50th anniversary since 
becoming a republic, 25 years of diplomatic ties with 
Kuwait and Guyana’s 9th anniversary of opening its 
embassy in Kuwait.   

The event was hosted by Guyanese Ambassador Dr 
Shamir Ally and wife Maryam Beebe-Ally at Kuwait 
Motor Town near Wafra. “This is the first time in history 
an embassy has done such a thing. We are delighted to 
celebrate the friendship between Guyana and Kuwait 
and inviting Kuwait’s royal family, ministers, governors, 
diplomatic corps and friends to share this special day 
with us. We are honored,” said Ally in a short speech 
before receiving the award.  

Guyana broke the previous record set by another 
country with 14,636 stickers to a new record of 41,543 
stickers on a salon car. “The vehicle is a sedan with plate 
number 3. The car can be driven even after the stickers 
were pasted, as no stickers cover the operational aspects 
of the car such as the mirrors, windows and lights. 
Visitors to the embassy (in Mubarak Abdullah Jaber in 
west Mishref) can see the car as part of the ‘Show, Tell 
and Know’ tour,  and later it will be turned over to the 
Kuwait museum as Guyana’s gift to Kuwait,” he said.  

On Saturday, Shaifali Mishra, an adjudicator from 
Guinness World Records, flew into Kuwait from Dubai to 
oversee the proceedings. The stickers must adhere to 
rules and regulations - stickers can touch side by side by 
are not allowed to overlap. Mishra noted she had to dis-
qualify 721 such stickers. However, Guyana broke the 
previous record as the sticker count reached 41,543

Guyana bags Guinness World Record for ‘most stickers on a car’


