
KUWAIT: A team of Kuwaiti students of the ‘nature
ambassadors’ initiative concluded a trip to Kerkini Lake
in Greece, to document the life of the pelican bird,
which migrates to Kuwait annually. The trip, which
started on January 19 and coordinated by Kuwait’s
Environmental Lens’ team under Kuwait Foundation for
the Advancement of Sciences (KFAS), aims to spread
environmental awareness among students, head of the

delegation Nora Al-Jabri said yesterday. The trip, which
involves students with remarkable nature photography
skills, also aims to educate participants on the impor-
tance of bird migration and protecting the ecosystem,
she added.

Trip coordinator and team member Omar Al-Sayed
Omar said meanwhile that the annual trip’s program
included boosting students’ skills in taking photos of

birds on land and water. Team member Dr Aaref Al-
Awadhi also affirmed that by photographing ecosystem
aspects in Kuwait or abroad, students will learn that
damage to one of these areas could affect the bird’s
migration to Kuwait and increase extinction threat.

Last year, photographer Omar Al-Sayed Omar man-
aged to monitor and take rare photos of the pelican,
which is classified among the endangered birds,

according to the World Conservation Organization. He
documented the pelican’s life and searched for its home
until he reached Kerkini Lake and won the admiration
of the largest global documentary channels interested
in nature and living organisms. — KUNA
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Kuwaiti students photograph pelicans at Kerkini Lake in Greece. — KUNA photos

The pelican bird.

Kuwait’s flag flutters over Kerkini Lake in Greece.

KU joins forces
with Italian 
professors for
archeology classes
KUWAIT: Kuwait University is collaborating
with Italian scholars to offer special courses
on the archeology of Western Asia and the
Mediterranean, an initiative geared towards
students eager to soak up the region’s fasci-
nating history. The classes are tantamount to
a journey through Kuwait’s culture and histo-
ry, the remnants of which date back more
than 300 years, according to Dr Humoud Al-
Qashan, a professor of sociology at Kuwait
University. The program is an effort to push
forward Kuwait’s development strategy for
2035, he added, revealing that a quintet of
Italy’s most renowned scientists are taking
part in this academic endeavor. The courses
revolve around the archeological and geo-
graphical histories of the region, said Marco
Ramazzotti, a professor of archeology at
Rome’s famed Sapienza University, pointing
out that the primary objective is to familiarize
students with Arab civilization. He went on to

thank Kuwait University for organizing the
program, saying it is a testament to the
increasing camaraderie between Arab coun-
tries and their European partners. The classes
mark the first time Kuwait University has col-
laborated with the Italian embassy, said Dr
Hassan Ashkanani, a researcher at the
Experimental Anthropology Lab at Kuwait
University. In addition to the classes, the pro-
gram, attended by some 20 participants rep-
resenting various state bodies, also features
workshops covering particular time periods in
the archeological history of the region, he
added. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: A water and waste man-
agement seminar was held yesterday at
the Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research (KISR) in Shuwaikh. Italian
Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Carlo
Baldocci inaugurated the seminar enti-
tled ‘Italian Water Management
Capacity on Ports and Water
Depollution’ and thanked Kuwait for
the warm ties and strengthening of
cooperation in almost all fields, espe-
cially in science and technology. 

“Based on our traditional friendship
and collaboration, we would like to
build an even more structured, ambi-
tious and mutually profitable collabo-
ration. This bilateral dimension of our
relations is part of the common com-
mitment of Italy and Kuwait for the
promotion of regional and international
stability and security,” he said in a
statement to the media. 

Dr Samira Omar, Director of KISR,
said her agency has played a signifi-
cant role in addressing some of
Kuwait’s most pressing and critical
national challenges, and more impor-
tantly has been the leader in promoting
the growth of science and technology
in the country and in the Gulf region.
“Our secret is simple - we are home to
some of the most creative, talented,
skilled and professional individuals. We
are also engaged in strategic partner-
ships and collaborations with scientific
agencies in the country and the global
community,” he said. 

“To me and to my embassy, this
seminar on the Italian water manage-

ment means a lot,” the Italian ambas-
sador added. “Few weeks after my
arrival in Kuwait, we decided to devote
some special days to the discussion -
at scientific, technical and commercial
level - of an issue which was not yet
too much at the center of the stage:
water management. We knew that this
is one of the key present and future
challenges for Italy, Kuwait, for our
two regions (the Mediterranean and
the Gulf), and more than this for our
planet. We therefore started an impor-
tant number of event at Kuwait
University, at KISR and in other pres-
tigious location in Kuwait.”

The event saw presentations by vari-
ous Italian based companies on how they
are managing their waste and water from
the sea, land and air. One of the compa-
nies represented by Giorgio Tanoni has a
Pelikan system whose aim is to clean any
solid and liquid pollution in the Adriatic
Sea. The Pelikan aims to protect the
marine environment by collecting float-
ing solid, half-submerged and oily waste
from the water’s surface. The boat is
equipped with a dual system for spraying
chemical dispersants approved by the
ministry of environment. 

Other presenters include Garbage
Group, which has been protecting and
caring for the environment since 1958,
Centro Assistenza Ecologica,
Universita Politecnica (University of
Marche), Adriatico Oli, Evergreen
Techno Plants, MicrosystemFuel,
CPN, Shipyard Ship Builder and
Italdraghe, along with the local Green
Hands Environment Team of Dr
Samira Al-Saidan.

Italian Embassy holds waste
and water management seminar 

KUWAIT: Italian Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Carlo Baldocci exchanges com-
memorative plaques at the event. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank celebrated the success
of its employees at the annual Institute of
Banking Studies (IBS) graduation ceremony.
The graduation ceremony, which was held at
the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, celebrated 28 Gulf Bank employees
who completed specialist banking courses at
IBS during 2018-2019. The ceremony was
sponsored by Dr Mohammed Al-Hashel,
Governor of Central Bank and Chairman of
IBS, as well as Dr Yaqoub Al-Rifai, IBS
Director General, and Suha Al-Awadhi, the
Head of the Training Department at IBS.

Institute of Banking Studies awarded vari-
ous certificates to Gulf Bank’s employees,
marking the completion of a wide range of

programs, including the Certified
Credit Management (CCM),
Certified Bank Branch Manager
(CBBM), Certified Assistant Bank
Branch Manager programs
(CABBM), Certified Bank Branch
Operations Manager (CBBOM),
Strategic Management
Performance System (SMPS)
Certificate, and SHRM Essentials
Certificate. 

Commenting on the event,
Salma Al-Hajjaj, General
Manager of Human Resources at
Gulf Bank, said: “In celebrating the accom-
plishments of Gulf Bank as a whole, it is more

important than ever to recognize
the magnificent achievements of
our employees as individuals. We
are proud to demonstrate our
long-term commitment to each
and every one of our employees,
as it is only when we realize our
full potential as individual leaders
that we can excel as a group. We
would like to extend our congrat-
ulations to the members of our
staff who have successfully com-
pleted a training program at the
renowned Institute of Banking

Studies, and we wish them more career
advancement and personal success to come.” 
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