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Another Rahul 50 as India 
coast home in second T20

AUCKLAND: With miserly bowling and another KL
Rahul half-century, India again outclassed New
Zealand as they coasted to a seven-wicket victory in
the second Twenty20 match in Auckland yesterday to
go 2-0 up in the series. 

On the Eden Park ground renowned for its short
boundaries — and which produced more than 400 runs
in game one on Friday — New Zealand struggled with
the bat and posted a meagre 132 for five, batting first
against a disciplined Indian attack.

Rahul cracked his second half-century in as many
matches to lead India’s reply in which they reeled in the
target for the loss of only three wickets and with 15
balls to spare. “Another good performance today, espe-
cially with the ball,” said Indian skipper Virat Kohli who
could scarcely contain his glee, exclaiming “oh happy
days” when he lost the toss and heard New Zealand
choose to bat first.

Bowling first was India’s strength, he said. “We
demanded the bowlers stood up and took control of
what we wanted to do out there, and our line and
lengths... was a very good feature. Even with a low tar-
get to chase, India had an early blip when Tim Southee
removed Rohit Sharma for eight and Kohli for 11.

But Rahul and Shreyas Iyer, who set up India’s six-
wicket win in game one, were rarely troubled in an 87-
run partnership to ensure victory. Iyer was eventually
dismissed for 44 while Rahul was unbeaten on 57.

Despite the comprehensive defeat for New Zealand,
captain Kane Williamson stood by his decision to bat
first. “India were outstanding with the ball so it was
tough,” he said. “But there’ve been good bits in both of
these games without putting it all together. 

“On a small ground we knew if we were able to take
early wickets and try and build pressure, like they did,
then you never know.”

For a brief moment at the start of the game, it looked

as if Williamson may have made the right choice when
Martin Guptill smacked sixes off consecutive deliveries
from Shardul Thakur in the opening over. 

But for much of the remainder of the innings it was
the Indian bowlers who were in charge.  When Guptill
was dismissed for 33 he had faced 20 deliveries and
only scored off 10 of them. Tim Seifert (33 not out) and

Colin Munro (26) were the only other batsmen to pass
20, while bowling for India, left-arm spinner Ravindra
Jadeja had figures of two for 18 off his four overs. 

Jasprit Bumrah with one for 21 and Mohammed
Shami with none for 22 off their four overs were also
miserly. The third match in the series is in Hamilton on
Wednesday.

Third Twenty20 match in Hamilton on Wednesday

AUCKLAND: India’s Lokesh Rahul (R) bats as New Zealand’s wicketkeeper Tim Seifert (L) reacts during the second
Twenty20 cricket match between New Zealand and India at Eden Park in Auckland yesterday. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

New Zealand
M. Guptill c Kohli b Thakur 33
C. Munro c Kohli b Dube 26
K. Williamson c Chahal b Jadeja 14
C. de Grandhomme c&b Jadeja 3
R. Taylor c Sharma b Bumrah 18
T. Seifert not out 33
M. Santner not out 0
Extras: (lb1, w4) 5
Total: (five wickets; 20 overs) 132
Fall of wickets: 1-48 (Guptill), 2-68 (Munro), 3-74 (de
Grandhomme), 4-81 (Williamson), 5-125 (Taylor)
Did not bat: Ish Sodhi, Tim Southee, Blair Tickner, Hamish Bennett
Bowling: Thakur 2-0-21-1 (w1), Shami 4-0-22-0, Bumrah 4-0-21-1,
Chahal 4-0-33-0, Dube 2-0-16-1, Jadeja 4-0-18-2 (w2)

India
R. Sharma c Taylor b Southee 8
K. Rahul not out 57
V. Kohli c Seifert b Southee 11
S. Iyer c Southee b Sodhi 44
S. Dube not out 8
Extras: (w7) 7
Total: (three wickets; 17.3 overs) 135
Fall of wickets: 1-8 (Sharma), 2-39 (Kohli), 3-125(Iyer)
Did not bat: Manish Pandey, Ravindra Jadeja, Shardul Thakur,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Mohammed Shami, Jasprit Bumrah. 
Bowling: Southee 3.3-0-20-2, Bennett 3-0-29-0 (w1), Tickner 3-0-
34-0, Santner 4-0-19-0, Sodhi 4-0-33-1 (w2).

Scoreboard in the second Twenty20 international between New
Zealand against India in Auckland yesterday

JOHANNESBURG: Joe Root made a patient half-century
as England set South Africa a world record target of 466
to win the fourth and final Test at the Wanderers Stadium
yesterday. The England captain scored 58 and played an
anchor role before he was last man out as England were
bowled out shortly before the close for 248. Root decid-
ed not to enforce the follow despite England leading by
217 runs on the first innings. Fast bowler Mark Wood
took five for 46 as South Africa were bowled out for 183
in their first innings.

Quinton de Kock (76) and Dwaine Pretorius (37) kept
England in the field for most of the morning and probably
made sure England would decide to bat again. De Kock
and Pretorius put on 79 for the eighth wicket and prevent-
ed England from wrapping up the innings early. De Kock
scored his fourth half-century of what has been a poor
series for the South African batsmen. His team-mates have
contributed only five other 50-plus scores between them.
Vernon Philander was out to the sixth ball of the day,
reducing South Africa to 93 for seven, at which stage a fol-
low-on seemed a strong possibility. It was an unhappy day
for Philander, who will be retiring from international cricket
at the end of the match. Apart from his early dismissal for
four, he received a fine of 15 percent of his match fee for
his ‘send-off’ of Jos Buttler on the second day and he then
pulled up with a hamstring injury after bowling just nine
balls in the second innings. 

He left the field immediately and was sent for a scan.
Despite the loss of their leading bowler, South Africa
bowled and fielded better than in the first innings when
England scored 400. Left-arm seam bowler Beuran
Hendricks claimed a five-wicket haul on debut, finishing
with five for 64 when Root was last man out to a sensa-
tional diving catch by South African captain Faf du Plessis
at a wide slip.

Ben Stokes, Sam Curran and Mark Wood all batted with
freedom as England stretched their lead despite losing
wickets at regular intervals. Typically at the Wanderers,
there was some uneven bounce as cracks opened up,
which will make South Africa’s task virtually impossible.

With two days remaining, England are well-placed to
complete a 3-1 series win. — AFP

England set weary 
S Africa world 
record 466 to 
win final Test

JOHANNESBURG: England’s Joe Root (L) dives for the crease as South Africa’s Dane Paterson (R) tries to catch the
ball during the third day of the fourth Test cricket match between South Africa and England at the Wanderers
Stadium in Johannesburg yesterday. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

England, first innings, 400
South Africa, first innings (overnight 88-6)
D. Elgar c Woakes b Stokes 26
P. Malan c Buttler b Wood 15
H. van der Dussen c Stokes b Curran 0
F. du Plessis lbw b Woakes 3
Q. de Kock b Wood 76
T. Bavuma c Stokes b Wood 6
A. Nortje c Denly b Wood 6
V. Philander c Broad b Woakes 4
D. Pretorius c Crawley b Stokes 37
B. Hendricks not out 5
D. Paterson c Buttler b Wood 4
Extras (1w) 1
Total (68.3 overs) 183
Fall of wickets: 1-29 (Malan), 2-37 (Van der Dussen), 3-43 (Elgar),
4-60 (Du Plessis), 5-74 (Bavuma), 6-88 (Nortje) 7-93 (Philander),
8-172 (Pretorius), 9-174 (De Kock), 10-183 (Paterson)
Bowling: Broad 14-3-27-0, Curran 12-4-25-1, Woakes 17-7-38-2,
Wood 14.3-2-46-5, Stokes 11-1-47-2 (1w)

England, second innings
Z. Crawley c De Kock b Pretorius 24
D. Sibley c Malan b Hendricks 44
J. Denly b Paterson 8
J. Root c Du Plessis b Hendricks 58
B. Stokes c Van der Dussen b Hendricks 28
O. Pope c De Kock b Nortje 11
J. Buttler c De Kock b Nortje 8
S. Curran c Paterson b Hendricks 35
C. Woakes c De Kock b Hendricks 0
M. Wood b Pretorius 18
S. Broad not out 1
Extras (b4, lb8, w1) 13
Total (61.3 overs) 248
Fall of wickets: 1-56 (Crawley), 2-75 (Denly), 3-92 (Sibley), 4-136
(Stokes), 5-150 (Pope), 6-160 (Buttler), 7-206 (Curran), 8-206
(Woakes), 9-240 (Wood), 10-248 (Root)
Bowling: Philander 1.3-1-1-0, Nortje 11-1-61-2, Paterson 13.3-5-18-
1, Hendricks 15.3-2-64-5, Pretorius 18-2-87-2 (1w), Malan 2-0-5-0
Match situation: South Africa need 466 to win.

Scoreboard at close of play on the third day of the fourth and final Test between South Africa and England at the Wanderers Stadium yes-
terday.

JOHANNESBURG: South African paceman
Vernon Philander became the fourth cricketer
to be fined and given a demerit point in the
series against England when the International
Cricket Council (ICC) announced a sanction
for swearing yesterday.

Philander, playing in his final Test before
joining Somerset in the County
Championship, was sanctioned for the abusive
send-off he gave Jos Buttler after he dis-
missed the England wicketkeeper on the sec-
ond day of the fourth and final Test at The
Wanderers on Saturday.

The ICC said he had breached their code
of conduct, relat ing to “using language,
actions or gestures which disparage or which
could provoke an aggressive reaction from a
batter upon his/her dismissal during an inter-
national match”.

Philander, 34, admitted the offence and
accepted the sanction proposed by match
referee Andy Pycroft. He was fined 15% of his
match fee. Buttler received the same sanction
for a s imi lar  offence in the second Test
against South Africa, when he was caught on
the television stump microphones swearing
repeatedly at Philander late on the final day
of England’s 189-run win.

On Saturday, the ICC sanctioned England
all-rounder Ben Stokes for a foul-mouthed
row with a spectator after his dismissal on the
opening day on Friday. South Africa’s top
paceman Kagiso Rabada was also fined 15%
of his match and given a demerit point for his
over-the-top celebration when he dismissed
England captain Joe Root in the third Test at
Port Elizabeth.

The other players did not have previous
demerit points but Rabada’s was his fourth in
a 24-month spell, triggering a one-match sus-
pension. He is banned from the fourth Test in
Johannesburg where his absence has been
marked as South Africa struggle. — Reuters

Philander fined 
for swearing at 
England batsman

KUWAIT: Kuwait Equestrian Club Star Ali
Jassim Al-Khorafi retained the title of “Atyab
Al-Marshoud” fence jumping cup champi-
onship, organized under the patronage of
Sabah Jaber Al-Mubarak at Kuwait Equestrian
center. He was the only rider who jumped the
fences in the differentiation round at a height of
140cm without any error. He defeated Dalia Al-
Zahim, Ghazi Al-Jaraiwi, Jamila Al-Mutawa,
Latifa Al-Hajiri and Abdallah Al-Roudhan.

Rider Ali Al-Khorafi said “I was able to win
one of the major championship of the season
despite difficulties and strong competition by
riders, and the difficult course by the interna-
tional designer.

He said that he was able to make a good time
in the first round then participated in the differ-

entiation round as the last rider and was able to
see the mistakes and speeds of each rider, then
was able to jump without committing any error.

Al-Khorafi succeeded in winning the main
round in the first day for a height of 130 cm, so
he won both cars.

Meanwhile, in the second day, and over the
height of 130 cm, Ali Al-Khorafi won first place
followed by Abrar Al-Musallam, Ahmad Al-
Annaz, Kadi Al-Marshoud, Rakan Al-Hasawi
and Ghazi Al-Jraiwi. Over 120 cm it was Nick
Chaning who took first place, and Yousuf Al-
Nuaimi won the 120 cm first place.

Chairman of the higher organizing commit-
tee Waleed Al-Marshoud thanked all those who
contributed to the success of the championship
for the seventh consecutive season.

Ali Jassim Al-Khorafi retains
fence jumping cup championship

Ali Jassim Al-Khorafi seen with the cup in this group picture.


