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ISTANBUL: Hatice Cengiz (center), Jamal Khashoggi’s fiancee, speaks to the press as she leaves the Istanbul courthouse on July 3, 2020 after attending the trial of 20 Saudi suspects accused
of killing and dismembering her fiance in 2018. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: A Saudi consulate worker in Istanbul
told a Turkish court on Friday he had been asked to
light a tandoor oven less than an hour after Saudi
journalist Jamal Khashoggi entered the building
where he was killed. Zeki Demir, a local technician
who worked for the consulate, was giving evidence
on the first day of the trial in absentia of 20 Saudi
officials over Khashoggi’s killing, which sparked
global outrage.

Demir said he had been called to the consul’s res-
idence after Khashoggi entered the nearby consulate
to seek his papers. “There were five to six people
there... They asked me to light up the tandoor (oven).
There was an air of panic,” he said. Khashoggi dis-
appeared after going to the consulate to get papers
for his marriage in October 2018. Some Western
governments, as well as the CIA, said they believed
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman had or-
dered the hit - an accusation Saudi officials denied.

Turkish officials have said one theory police pur-
sued was that Khashoggi’s killers may have tried to
dispose of his body by burning it after suffocating

him and cutting up his corpse. The indictment ac-
cuses two top Saudi officials, former deputy head of
Saudi Arabia’s general intelligence Ahmed Al-Asiri
and former royal court adviser Saud al-Qahtani, of
instigating “premeditated murder with monstrous in-

tent”. It says 18 other defendants were flown to
Turkey to kill Khashoggi, a prominent and well-con-
nected journalist who had grown increasingly critical
of the crown prince.

The defendants are being tried in absentia and are
unlikely ever to be handed over by Saudi Arabia,
which has accused Turkey of failing to cooperate with
a separate, largely secretive, trial in Riyadh last year.
In December a Saudi court sentenced five people to
death and three to jail for the killing, but Khashoggi’s
family later said they forgave his murderers, effectively
granting them a formal reprieve under Saudi law. A
Saudi prosecutor said at the time there was no evi-
dence connecting Qahtani to the killing and dismissed
charges against Asiri.

Basis for further trials?
According to his testimony in the indictment, Demir

reported seeing many skewers of meat and a small
barbecue in addition to the oven in the consul’s gar-
den. Marble slabs around the oven appeared to have
changed color as if they had been cleaned with a
chemical, the indictment reported him as saying. Sep-
arate witness testimony in the indictment, from the
consul’s driver, said the consul had ordered raw ke-
babs to be bought from a local restaurant.

Demir offered to help with the garage door when
a car with darkened windows arrived, but he was told
to leave the garden quickly, the indictment said. Rights
campaigners hope that the Istanbul trial will throw a
fresh spotlight on the case and reinforce the argument
for sanctions against Riyadh or for legal action against
the suspects when they travel abroad. “If the process
works, what this trial ...will strengthen is the possibility
of universal jurisdiction,” Agnes Callamard, UN spe-
cial rapporteur on extrajudicial executions, told
Reuters on the eve of the trial.

That could give European countries, for example,
the basis to launch a trial if any Saudis linked to the
case travelled into their territories, she said. “Justice
in these complex environments is not delivered
overnight...but a good process here can build up (ev-
idence for) what can happen in five years, in 10 years,
whenever the circumstances are stronger,” Callamard
said. Khashoggi’s fiancee Hatice Cengiz, who had
waited unknowing outside the consulate while he was
killed, said she would continue to seek justice “not
only in Turkey but everywhere possible”. — Reuters

Turkish court tries Saudis in absentia 
Khashoggi murder trial told oven was lit after killing
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TRIPOLI: For Amer Al Dahn, the idea of
eating meat is now a dream. Today, he
can’t even afford bread and depends on
credit from the local grocer to feed his
wife and four children in the Lebanese city
of Tripoli. “We can no longer buy meat or
chicken. The closest we get to them is in
magazines and newspapers,” said Dahn,
55, leafing through a supermarket
brochure in his cramped apartment.

Living in one of the poorest streets of
Lebanon’s poorest city, Dahn and his fam-
ily are feeling the full force of a financial
meltdown that is fuelling extreme poverty
and shattering lives across the country. In
the capital Beirut, a 61-year-old man shot
himself in the head on the busy Hamra
street on Friday. Reuters could not estab-
lish his motives, but local media attributed
the suicide to hunger. Struggling to walk
because of diabetes, Dahn already faced a
difficult life before the crisis which has
sunk the Lebanese pound by 80% since
October, driving up prices in the import-
dependent economy.

“Life has become very difficult. The
dollar is still climbing and the state is in-
capable of providing a solution.” Even
chickpeas, beans and lentils - a traditional
part of the Lebanese diet - are out of
reach for some. The crisis is seen as the
biggest threat to stability since the 1975-
90 civil war. “We are talking about hun-
dreds of thousands of people who have
fallen off the cliff,” said Bojar Hoxja, coun-
try director at CARE International, an aid
agency. Lebanon faces a humanitarian cri-
sis that requires urgent international inter-
vention, he said.

Bread price hike
Lebanon is already a big recipient of

international aid, the bulk of it directed at
the 1 million Syrians who fled from the war
next door. Tripoli, a predominantly Sunni
Muslim city on the Mediterranean, is home
to some of Lebanon’s wealthiest politi-
cians, who critics say only remember their
constituents at election time. “If it was not
for the neighbors here sending food to
each other, people would be dying of
hunger,” said Omar Al-Hakim, who lives
with his six children and wife in a one-
room apartment. The salary of 600,000
pounds a month he makes as a security
guard now lasts just six days. Before the
pound’s collapse, it was the equivalent of
$400 a month. Today, it is around $60.

Basics such as sugar, rice and lentils be-
come harder to buy, he says. This week,
Hakim was hit by a one third increase in
the price of state-subsidized bread. “We

used to eat meat on Sunday, or fish, or
chicken ... none of that now. We can’t af-
ford an ounce of meat,” Hakim said. The
World Bank warned last November that
the proportion of Lebanese living in
poverty could rise to 50% if conditions
worsened. Since then the crisis has only
deepened and the economy has been fur-
ther hit by a COVID-19 lockdown.

Many people depend on charity. Some
are using social media to barter furniture or
clothes for baby formula or diapers. Shop-
keeper Kawkab Abdelrahim, 30, is strug-
gling to keep her store open as she extends
more and more credit. “Do you have the
heart to turn them away if they want a bag
of bread? Sometimes they ask for a tub of
yoghurt or 1,000 pounds of labneh,” she
said, referring to a type of strained yoghurt
that is a Lebanese staple. “That is one
spoonful that a mother spreads on bread to
feed three children.” — Reuters

Lebanon’s 
poor borrow 
to buy bread

TRIPOLI: Lebanese army soldiers fire tear gas to disperse protesters in the northern
port city of Tripoli, as anger over a spiraling economic crisis re-energized.  — AFP 

BAMAKO: Unidentified armed men
massacred 31 civilians in simultaneous
attacks on several Mali villages this
week, then killed nine soldiers respond-
ing to the assault as violence surges in
the country’s conflict-wracked centre.
An Islamist insurgency that erupted in
the north of the vast West African coun-
try in 2012 has swept to its centre, in-
flaming ethnic tensions along the way.
Clashes between the ethnic communities
of Fulani, nomadic herders, and Dogon
traditional hunters have increased in re-
cent months, with community-based
militias-initially formed for defense-now
launching attacks.

Armed uniformed men travelling in
pick-up trucks attacked four Dogon vil-
lages on Wednesday, one local official
said by telephone, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity for security reasons.
The attack left at least 30 dead, includ-
ing women, children, and the elderly,
while others were missing, the official
added. “From 3 to 9 pm, nobody came
to our rescue,” said Youssouf Tiessogue,
an elder from Gouari, one of the villages
attacked. Deploring the army’s “inac-
tion,” he said: “It is always late and never
confronts the bandits even if we tell
them where they are.” A senior govern-
ment official called the attacks “bar-
baric”. Officials did not immediately
blame any group.  

A military unit was dispatched to the
area, and helped bury 31 bodies on

Wednesday, army spokesman Colonel
Diarran Kone told AFP. On Thursday, the
army received information about a new
attack and sent the unit to Gouari, he said.
“When it arrived at around 8 pm, the vil-
lage seemed deserted, there were prac-
tically no signs of life,” he said. “Just at the
entrance, the FAMa (Malian Armed
Forces) walked into an ambush,” he said,
adding that nine soldiers were killed and
two wounded. The attacks were not far
from the village of Ogossagou, where 31
civilians were killed in February and 160
were butchered last year-all Fulani.

Tit-for-tat killing 
Unrest in central Mali has killed nearly

600 civilians this year, the United Na-
tions said last month. Mali’s war erupted
in 2012 when Tuareg rebels supported by
armed Islamists took over the country’s
desert north. The rebels were then out-
manoeuvred by their Islamist allies and
the French military intervened to force
them back. The conflict has since trav-
elled south, as well as spilling into neigh-
boring Burkina Faso and Niger, igniting a
tinderbox of ethnic resentment and stok-
ing fears for the future of the fragile na-
tion.  Armed groups coming from the
north found fertile soil in an area riven by
long-running land disputes, often be-
tween herders and farmers.

Central Mali is now prey to tit-for-tat
killings and routine jihadist attacks. Hun-
dreds of thousands of people have been
displaced. A jihadist group active in the
region led by radical Fulani preacher
Amadou Koufa has also increased suspi-
cion of his ethnic group. In response to
jihadists, traditional Dogon hunters have
formed so-called self-defense groups,
adding to the tension. More than 5,000
French troops, a regional G5 Sahel mili-
tary cooperation deal and a UN peace-
keeper mission in Mali have not been
enough to contain the violence. —AFP 
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