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SPIELBERG: Lewis Hamilton began his quest for a 
record-equalling seventh world title by topping the 
times Friday as Formula One roared back with a full 
day’s practice and an official technical protest of his 
Mercedes car at the belated season-opening Austrian 
Grand Prix. 

Three months after the cancelled traditional cur-
tain-raiser in Australia, and six months on from the 
last race, it was business as usual from the dominant 
newly-repainted ‘black arrows’ Mercedes men with 
Valtteri Bottas completing a familiar one-two as the 
sport re-ignited after its longest off-season. 

“It’s great to be back,” said Hamilton, who is seek-
ing to draw level with seven-time champion Michael 
Schumacher in the record books.  

“It’s been a long time coming, so it feels great to 
feel the new car for the first time since February. “It’s 
quite a big difference to the one we got to test at Sil-
verstone and I don’t remember what I was like in Feb-
ruary, to be honest. It was so long ago.” 

Hamilton said he would take his initial supremacy 
over his competitors “with a pinch of salt” after a per-
formance that appeared to send a message to his ri-
vals and a power boost to the Black Lives Matter 
movement that he and his team have embraced and 

supported. 
“What’s positive is the car felt good today,” he 

said. “It definitely feels like in general, compared to 
last year, we have continued to improve it and that is 
a positive.” 

Speaking before rivals Red Bull protested officially 
at Mercedes’ innovative new steering system, he 
added that it was difficult to 
say if he had an edge over his 
rivals after just one day. 

“That’s difficult to say — it’s 
definitely looking good, but 
you can never take too much 
from practice and, if you look 
at some of the other teams, 
they were maybe down on 
power modes or up on power 
modes or fuel or whatever it 
may be. 

“So we’ll take it with a pinch of salt, try to improve 
the car tonight and come back with it tomorrow.” 

Hamilton, in commanding form in both the morning 
and afternoon sessions, was quickest in one minute 
and 4.304 seconds to lead Bottas by 0.197 seconds 
and third-placed Sergio Perez, in Racing Point’s ‘pink 

Mercedes’, by 0.657. 
Sebastian Vettel, in his last season with Ferrari, was 

fourth for the Italian outfit ahead of McLaren-bound 
Daniel Ricciardo of Renault and Lando Norris of 
McLaren. 

Lance Stroll, in the second Racing Point, modelled 
on the hugely-successful 2019 title-winning Mer-

cedes, was seventh ahead of 
Red Bull’s Max Verstappen, 
Charles Leclerc in the second 
Ferrari and his future team-
mate Carlos Sainz of McLaren. 

Verstappen revealed after-
wards that his performance was 
heavily curtailed by running 
with a broken front wing 
shortly before his Red Bull team 
confirmed, on a day of hectic 

action, that they had lodged an official protest over 
Mercedes’ controversial dual-axis steering (DAS) 
system. 

The system allows drivers to adjust the toe angle 
of the car by pushing or pulling the steering wheel in 
the cockpit.  

It was used by both Mercedes drivers on Friday 

when the teams all carried the sport’s ‘We Race As 
One’ pro-diversity message on their cars.  

In the early hours of yesterday, race stewards 
threw out the protest, declaring DAS to be “a legiti-
mate part of the steering system”. 

The long-awaited track action brought an end to 
Formula One’s longest break following the lifting of 
lockdown restrictions in Europe caused by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Hamilton, who has been an outspoken supporter 
of the campaign for equality and diversity since the 
death of American George Floyd last month, revealed 
a statement Black Lives Matter helmet before climb-
ing into his Mercedes. 

His Mercedes W11 car was also running in revised 
new black livery, instead of the team’s traditional sil-
ver, with a message to ‘End Racism’ on the halo. 

“For a long time, we’ve been planning for the livery 
change for the car, for the (driver) suit change and I 
have also designed my helmet in black,” said Hamil-
ton, speaking on a video released on social media. 

“Normally, my helmet is white, my suit is white and 
obviously the car is in silver. This is why – it’s the 
whole reason that the helmet has changed its colour 
and the suit and the car.” — AFP 
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SHANGHAI: China’s two-time Olympic champion 
Lin Dan, arguably the greatest badminton player of 
all time, announced his retirement yesterday aged 36. 

It means that Lin, who won gold at the Beijing 
2008 and London 2012 Games, will not compete at 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, which have been pushed 
back to next summer because of coronavirus. 

The end of Lin’s glorious career comes just over a 
year after the retirement of his great rival and friend, 
the Malaysian star Lee Chong Wei. 

The duo reigned over badminton for more than a 

decade and have only relinquished that hold in recent 
years as their powers waned. Lin, who had something 
of a “bad boy” reputation during his younger days 
and has several tattoos — unusual for Chinese ath-
letes — ends with 666 singles wins and a glut of 
medals. 

“My family, coaches, team-mates and fans have 
accompanied me through many peaks and difficult 
troughs,” he said in a post on China’s Twitter-like 
Weibo that quickly went viral. 

“Every forceful jump was a desire for victory. “I 
have dedicated everything to this sport I love.” Lee 
called his nemesis Lin “my greatest opponent”. 

“Please believe that the laughter, tears and all the 
promises are unforgettable diary entries,” the 37-
year-old Lee wrote on Weibo. 

“Proud of you,” he added. As well as the Olympic 
golds, Lin was also a five-time world champion and 
long-time world number one. He earned the nickname 
“Super Dan” at the peak of his career. 

However, the left-hander’s career has tailed off in 
recent years as age and injuries took their toll. Just 
last year he rebuffed claims that he was about to re-
tire following a series of first-round exits at tourna-
ments. 

Lin always said he was determined to reach the 
Tokyo Olympics, but his ranking of 19 in the world 
and the postponement of the Games made that dream 
unlikely. 

At Rio 2016 Lin lost in the semi-finals to Lee in 
what was a rare victory for the Malaysian on the 
biggest stage of all. Lin said yesterday his body 
would not allow him to plough on in the unlikely pur-
suit of a third Games gold. 

“‘Persevere’, I said to myself in every moment of 
suffering, so that my sporting career could be pro-
longed,” he wrote on Weibo. “Rather than simply pur-
suing rankings as I did when I was younger, in these 
years, I have been wanting to challenge the physical 
limits of an ‘old’ athlete and practise the sporting 

spirit that I will never give up. 
“(But) my physical abilities and pain no longer 

allow me to fight alongside my team-mates.” 
Praise  
As of yesterday afternoon, a hashtag on Weibo 

about Lin’s retirement had been read at least 51 mil-
lion times and praise for him poured in. 

Bao Chunlai, who formerly represented China in 
badminton, said Lin’s retirement took him by surprise. 
“It’s somewhat sudden, but understandable,” he 
wrote on Weibo. 

“The last person of that generation who perse-
vered has also walked to the ‘end’.  “My feelings are 
mixed. All the best, brother. The future will be better.” 

Lin’s wife Xie Xingfang, also a former badminton 
world champion, wrote online: “The 20 years we have 
walked with each other.... will continue. “Let us work 
hard together.” Lin’s reputation was badly tainted in 
China in 2016 after it emerged he had an affair while 
Xie was pregnant. He apologised. — AFP 
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Hamilton on top in Austrian Grand Prix 
SPIELBERG: Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton steers his car during the second practice session at the Austrian Formula One Grand Prix on July 3, 2020 in Spielberg, Austria. Seven months after they last competed in earnest, 
the Formula One circus will push a post-lockdown ‘re-set’ button to open the 2020 season in Austria today. —AFP 

Formula One roar back with a full day’s practice  


