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News in brief

Govt likely to cancel school  
year, except for grade 12

Adasani says finance minister’s proposals harm citizens
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The Cabinet is expected to approve rec-
ommendations by the education minister to cancel 
the current school year for all grades except grade 
12 because of the higher secondary exams. 
Education Minister Saud Al-Harbi said last month 
that he would make a final decision on the school 
year by the middle of July. 

Head of the Assembly’s human resources devel-
opment committee MP Khalil Al-Saleh said yester-
day that the panel is awaiting a draft law on the pop-
ulation structure promised by Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem before writing its report on the issue. The 
committee was entrusted by the Assembly to pre-
pare a comprehensive report on proposals to amend 
the population composition currently tilted in favor 
of expats, who form 70 percent of the population. 

Ghanem told Kuwait Television two weeks ago 
that he and a number of MPs will submit a compre-
hensive draft law on expat manpower to achieve a 
gradual reduction in the number of expats without 
undermining the market. 

MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said yesterday that new 
economic proposals by Finance Minister Barrak Al-
Sheetan directly harm the income of citizens as they 
call for wide-ranging taxes and charges. The so-
called economic document is the main issue on 

Adasani’s grilling of the finance minister that was 
scheduled to take place on Tuesday but postponed 
because a number of MPs and workers tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus. 

Adasani said in statements that the “document” 
stipulates “touching” the salaries of employees, calls 
for raising tariffs of electricity and water and other 
services, besides calling to impose taxes and privati-
zation of some public services. The lawmaker 
charged that the minister is personally responsible 
for the document, which undermines ordinary peo-
ple and their livelihoods. 

Adasani grilled the finance minister last month on 
almost similar issues, but his grilling ended without 
submitting a no-confidence vote. This time, he says 
he wants to show that the minister was working 
against people’s interests. 

Meanwhile, MP Abdullah Al-Kandari said yester-
day that Assembly meetings should not have been 
postponed because of the coronavirus scare and 
Assembly authorities should have taken sufficient 
health precautions. He said based on the constitu-
tion, only HH the Amir has the right to delay 
Assembly sessions for up to one month. MP Ahmad 
Al-Fadhl meanwhile denied that he and MPs Nayef 
Al-Merdas and Mohammad Al-Dallal had tested 
positive for the coronavirus as has been posted on 
social media.

US rescinds visa order  
 
NEW YORK: The US government rescinded 
its controversial decision to revoke foreign stu-
dent visas whose courses move online due to 
coronavirus, a federal judge said Tuesday. The 
universities of Harvard and MIT, with the sup-
port of a number of other institutions, had tak-
en legal action against the move that US 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
announced on July 6. “The government has 
agreed to rescind” the decision as well as any 
implementation of the directive, Judge Allison 
Burroughs said in a brief hearing.  There were 
more than one million international students in 
the US for the 2018-19 academic year, accord-
ing to the Institute of International 
Education.— AFP 

Baby infected in womb  
 
PARIS: Doctors in France have described what 
they said was the first confirmed case of a new-
born infected in the womb with COVID-19 by 
the mother. The concentration of SARS-CoV-2 
was highest in the placenta of the pregnant 
woman in her twenties - from there it passed 
through the umbilical cord to the baby. The 
baby began to develop severe symptoms 24 
hours after birth, including severe rigidity of the 
body, damage to white matter in the brain, and 
extreme irritability. But symptoms began to 
recede, and within three weeks, the newborn 
had almost fully recovered on his own. — AFP 

Population below projections  
 
PARIS:  Earth will be home to 8.8 billion souls 
in 2100, two billion fewer than current UN pro-
jections, according to a major study published 
yesterday that foresees new global power align-
ments shaped by declining fertility rates and 
greying populations. More than 20 countries 
will see their numbers diminish by at least half. 
China’s will fall nearly that much, from 1.4 billion 
people today to 730 million in 80 years. Sub-
Saharan Africa will triple in size to some three 
billion people, with Nigeria alone expanding to 
almost 800 million in 2100, second only to 
India’s 1.1 billion.  —  AFP (See Page 5)

TRIPOLI: In this photo taken on June 17, 2020, a Lebanese child stands next to an 
empty refrigerator in their apartment in this port city north of the capital Beirut. — AFP 

CAIRO: Homeless children are cared for inside a mobile unit run by Egyptian authori-
ties in the capital’s Abbasia district on June 22, 2020. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Zakaria Al-Omar was walk-
ing through Beirut when a stranger 
robbed him at knifepoint, a desperate 
crime of a kind that has become 
increasingly common in crisis-torn 
Lebanon. The small Mediterranean 
country is mired in an economic crisis 
marked by a steep currency fall and 
runaway inflation that have plunged 
nearly half of the population into 
poverty. 

Omar, a 37-year-old graphic 
designer, recalled the terrifying and 

tragic encounter that started when a 
man in his 40s crept up behind him as 
he walked alone at night through 
Beirut’s Hamra commercial district. 
“He told me that he didn’t want to hurt 
me. He asked me to give him money or 
take him to a grocery store to buy 
some food,” Omar recounted. “He said 
his children back home were crying 
from hunger.” 

The robber grabbed the money and 
darted toward his motorcycle, then 
stopped dead in his tracks and 
returned, explaining that he had lost his 
job and could no longer pay the rent. 
“He started crying and apologized to 
me,” Omar told AFP. “He told me that 
he was not a thief but that he was hun-
gry and so were his children.” Omar 
said he refused to take back the cash.  

Continued on Page 2 

‘Crimes of  
hunger’ rise  
in Lebanon 

THE HAGUE: The UN’s top court on Tuesday 
backed Qatar in a bitter row with four Middle East 
nations that imposed an air blockade against Doha 
after accusing it of backing radical Islamists and 

Iran. The decision by the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) covers a key part of the acrimonious 
standoff that erupted three years ago pitting 
Bahrain, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates against Qatar. 

Qatar said after the decision that its rivals would 
“face justice”. “We welcome today’s decision by the 
ICJ that will see the blockading states finally face 
justice for violating international aviation rules,” 
Qatar Minister of Transport and Communications, 
Jassim Saif Ahmed Al-Sulaiti, said in a statement. 
The president of the ICJ, Abdulqawi Ahmed Yusuf 

said The Hague-based court unanimously “rejects 
the appeal” by the rival states against a decision by 
the world civil aviation body in favor of Qatar over 
sovereign airspace. 

The court also “holds that the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) has jurisdiction” in the 
case, by 15 judges to one, Yusuf said. The ICAO in 
2018 ruled it had the jurisdiction to handle a dispute 
brought by Qatar, which accused its neighbors of 
violating a convention that regulates the free passage 
of its passenger planes through foreign airspace. 

Continued on Page 2 

ICJ backs Qatar;  
Saudi revokes  
license of beIN 

CAIRO: Wandering Cairo’s bustling 
streets, Zeinab was struggling to sur-
vive by selling tissues when the coro-
navirus left her even more vulnerable, 
along with thousands of other home-
less people and street children. The 
only good news was that, amid the 
pandemic fears, physical violence 
against the destitute has declined, 
Zeinab told AFP at a mobile shelter 
for the poor in Abbassiya, a working-

class district. “People attack us less 
because they are afraid,” she said. 

But with fewer people in the 
streets, “we have less work and less 
money,” added the young woman, 
while keeping an eye on her one-
year-old son, Abdallah. Almost one 
third of Egypt’s population of 100 
million live in poverty. Young people 
and children who roam the streets are 
among the poorest and are regularly 
exposed to verbal, physical and sexu-
al violence and exploitation.  

The novel coronavirus, which has 
killed nearly 4,000 people and infect-
ed around 83,000 more in Egypt, has 
compounded their vulnerability, as the 
country battles an economic  
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Egypt street  
kids hit hard 
by pandemic

KUWAIT: Zain Group, a leading mobile innova-
tor with operations in eight markets across the 
Middle East and Africa, announces its consolidat-
ed financial results for the six months to June 30, 
2020. Zain served 47.6 million customers at the 
end of the period, reflecting a 3 percent decrease 
year-on-year (Y-o-Y).   

For the first six months of 2020 (H1), Zain 
Group generated consolidated revenue of KD 787 
million ($2.6 billion), a decrease of 3 percent Y-o-
Y. EBITDA for the period reached KD 336 million 
($1.1 billion), down 5 percent Y-o-Y, reflecting an 
EBITDA margin of 43 percent. Net income 
amounted to KD 84 million ($273 million), down 
14 percent Y-o-Y, reflecting earnings per share of 
19 fils ($0.06).  (See Page 9) 

Resilient Zain reports revenue 
of $2.6bn, net income of $273m

Bader Al-Kharafi: A mission-critical six-months in 
providing connectivity during the lockdown

Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice-Chairman and 
Group CEO


