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Coronavirus in Kuwait: What we know so far
KUWAIT: Kuwait has recorded 56,877 cases infected 
with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) as of yester-
day, in addition to 399 deaths. With the exception of 
146 cases in intensive care, all infected cases are in sta-
ble condition and are recovering in quarantined loca-
tions designated by the government for this purpose, 
while thousands have been discharged from quarantine 
after exhibiting no symptoms during their 14-day quar-
antine period, the Ministry of Health confirmed. 
Meanwhile, 46,897 people have recovered completely 
after previously being infected with the virus, while 
there are 9,581 people receiving treatment. 

 
Curfew 

Kuwait imposed a three-week partial curfew start-
ing May 31 (from 6:00 pm to 6:00 am), as part of a 
five-phase plan for a gradual return to normal life, 
brought to a standstill by the novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19). The curfew hours were later reduced to 
start on 7:00 pm and end at 5:00 am, starting from 
June 21, 2020. The first phase includes a total lockdown 
on Farwaniya, Khaitan, and Hawally, joining Mahboula 
and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh which were put under lock-
down earlier. The lockdown ended in Hawally and 
Khaitan on June 21, 2020, and in Mahboula and Jleeb 
Al-Shuyoukh on July 9,2020. Activities resumed in the 
first phase included home deliveries of restaurants, 
telecommunication companies, food retailers, compa-
nies’ transportation of employees, gas stations, private 
clinics and car workshops. 

Kuwait moved to the second phase starting from 
June 30, 2020. The second phase saw the curfew 
shortened to be between 8:00 pm and 5:00 am, while 
resuming work in the government and private sectors 
with the workforce being less than 30 percent, in addi-
tion to resumption of constructions, banking sector, 
pickups from restaurants, as well as reopening of com-
mercial complexes, malls, parks, and other places of 
leisure between 10:00 am and 06:00 pm. 

The third phase would see an end of curfew, and 
health authorities would be assessing situation of areas 
under lockdown. It would see increase of workforce to 
less than 50 percent. Visits for social care homes would 
be allowed, reopening of hotels, resorts and hotel 
apartments. Taxis will be allowed to operate with only 
one passenger, and mosques would be allowed to per-
form Friday prayers. 

Phase four would see an increase in workforce, 
restaurants would be receiving customers but with 
restrictions, and public transportation resumed but 
with distancing. All activities would resume in phase 
five, government and private sector returned to normal, 
families could gather, weddings and graduation cere-
monies, health clubs and gyms to reopen, as well as 
cinemas and theaters.  

Mosques in the so-called ‘model residential areas’ 
reopened their doors for worshippers on June 10 amid 
strict health precautionary measures. Minister of 
Justice and Islamic Affairs Mohammad Al-Afasi said 
that mosques in commercial, markets and heavily-pop-
ulated areas will remain closed for the time being. 
Worshippers must wear face masks, keep social dis-
tancing between queues and between worshippers 
must be strictly observed. Worshippers must bring 
their own mats so they do not get in contact with 
mosque carpets. Mosques will reopen five minutes 
before prayer time and close 10 minutes after prayer. 

Earlier, Kuwait imposed a total curfew from May 10 
to May 30, allowing room for people to walk out for 
daily exercise between 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm, and to 
shop at co-ops and supermarkets once every six days 
during the curfew hours by making an appointment 
through www.moci.shop. Before that, Kuwait enforced 
a country-wide partial curfew from 5:00 pm to 6:00 
am, which was later extended to start from 4:00 pm 

until 8:00 am during Ramadan, while allowing restau-
rants and food stores to make home deliveries from 
5:00 pm until 1:00 am. The government also locked 
down Mahboula and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh in a bid to 
contain the spread of the virus and enable health work-
ers to test inhabitants. Earlier, the government decided 
to close all shopping malls, beauty salons and barber 
shops as part of its measures to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus. The government also allowed super-
markets, restaurants and shops to host a maximum of 
five people at a time and in case there are lines, the dis-
tance must be at least one meter between people. The 
Ministry of Commerce launched a website 
(www.moci.shop) to enable people to book appoint-
ments to shop at co-operative societies in their areas. 
The Public Authority for Industry also announced that 
companies can apply to evacuate their workers from 
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh and Mahboula. To do so, they must 
fill a ‘workers evacuation form’ available on 
www.pai.gov.kw, and send the form via email to: 
Jasiri@moh.gov.kw. 

 
Precautions 

Kuwait halted all commercial flights until further 
notice, and has sent special flights to repatriate 
Kuwaitis back home from countries affected with the 
virus’ spread. Kuwait took all measures to test Kuwaitis 
repatriated from infected areas for potential infection. 
Kuwait had required all expatriates who arrived from 
travel on March 1 and beyond to visit Kuwait 
International Fairground where the Ministry of Health 
has set up a center to test people for possible infection. 
Meanwhile, the Cabinet announced on April 9 the 
operation of all airline flights for expats who are wish-
ing to return back to their countries. Authorities also 
announced a public holiday in the country starting from 
March 12, while entities providing vital services will 
remain open. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education has 
suspended classes at all public and private schools (for 
both students and teaching staffs); first from March 1 to 
March 12, and later extended it until March 29, before 
eventually suspending schools until August for grade 12 
and October for other stages. State departments have 
been on high alert to take precautions against the 
potential spread of the virus. The Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry has taken measures to make 
sure that facemasks, hand sanitizers and other goods 
remain accessible to the public. 

Kuwait suspended issuing entry permits and visas 
unless those issued through diplomatic missions. The 
Interior Ministry issued an amnesty allowing residency 
violators to leave the country between April 1 and April 
30 without paying any fines or airfare with a chance to 
return to Kuwait later. The amnesty was issued in view 
of the circumstances the country is currently going 
through and as part of the precautionary measures tak-
en to fight the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). During 
the amnesty period, individuals desiring to procure 
valid residencies in Kuwait and were willing to pay the 
fines without being subjected to investigations were 
allowed to pay the fines and legalize their status if they 
meet the required conditions.  

 
Hotlines 

The Ministry of Health has set the following hotlines 
to receive inquiries about the coronavirus 24/7: 
24970967 - 96049698 - 99048619. 

The Education Ministry set the following hotlines to 
receive inquiries on school closures related to the anti-
coronavirus measures: 

 
• 24970967 (24/7 hotline) 
• 51575591 (Capital Educational Zone) 
• 51576117 (Hawally Educational Zone) 
• 51576576 (Farwaniya Educational Zone) 

• 51577055 (Jahra Educational Zone) 
• 51577655 (Ahmadi Educational Zone) 
• 51577951 (Mubarak Al-Kabeer Educational Zone) 
• 51578171 (Religious Studies Department) 
• 51588599 (Private Education Department) 
• 51592515 (Services Department) 
• 51594544 (Public Relations Department) 

 
Medicine delivery 

Kuwait’s Ministry of Health (MOH) launched a new 
medicine delivery service for people in Kuwait, which 
they can use to order medications to be delivered dur-
ing curfew hours. The medications will be delivered 
within 72 hours after the order is submitted. To place 
an order, patients should send a WhatsApp to the num-
bers for the hospitals and medical centers as listed 
below. The patient should include their name, Civil ID 
number, hospital or clinic file number, mobile phone 
number and the medicine needed to the following num-
bers: 

Amiri Hospital: 50880699 
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital: 50880755 
Farwaniya Hospital: 50880852 
Adan Hospital: 50880908 
Jahra Hospital: 50881066 
Sabah Hospital: 97632660 
Jaber Hospital: 96992079 
Ibn Sina Hospital: 99613948 
Chest Hospital: 99258749 
Razi Hospital: 97633487 
Kuwait Cancer Control Center: 96735242 
Psychiatric Hospital: 97350113 
Physiotherapy Hospital: 99824037 
Maternity Hospital: 98559531 
As’ad Al-Hamad Dermatology Center: 98514508 
Zain Hospital: 97552031 
NBK Hospital: 96931761 
Al-Rashed Allergy Hospital: 94162470 
Infectious Diseases Hospital: 96989164 

Palliative Care Hospital: 94024786 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Urology Center: 90952469 
KFH Addiction Treatment Center: 94169363 
 
Meanwhile, all licensed pharmacies in Kuwait deliv-

ering medicine are allowed to continue their services 
24 hours a day. The Ministry of Health is also asking 
doctors and nurses affiliated with the private medical 
sector to volunteer in order to contribute to the fight 
against the virus. Volunteering is available through the 
link: http://volunteering.q8-ehealth.com. The ministry 
had closed all private clinics and medical centers effec-
tive March 22, 2020 until further notice. 

 
Mental health assistance 

The Kuwait Center for Mental Health provides help 
through its suicide hotline: 24621770 (8 am - 5 pm). 
Meanwhile, the Kuwait Psychological Association 
(KPA) is providing consultation through the phone for 
people suffering from the psychological impacts of 
coronavirus. Different doctors are working on the hot-
line in different timings as follows: 

Dr Rashed Al-Sahl: on Monday and Wednesday 
10:00 am - 1:00 pm. Call 9797-6168. 

Dr Fahad Al-Tasha: daily from 8:00 pm - 12:00 am. 
Call 9904-8258. 

Dr Othman Al-Asfour: daily 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm. Call 
9938-5350. 

Dr Mohammed Al-Khaldi (head of this team): daily 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm. Call 9903-6470. 

Dr Ahmad Al-Khaldi: daily 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Call 
9910-7965. 

Dr Muneera Al-Qattan: Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm. Call 9953-3108. 

Dr Zainab Al-Saffar: Sunday and Thursday 7:00 pm 
- 9:00 pm. Call 9954-9908. 

Dr Sameera Al-Kandari: Tuesday 9:00 pm - 12:00 
am. Call 6770-9434. 

Dr Kawthar Al-Yaqout: Monday and Wednesday 
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Call 5521-0088. 

For information and other concerns, call 9401-4283.  
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“I told him that I forgave him, and then he went 

away,” Omar said. “I was scared but I also felt sad 
for that man breaking down in front of me.” 

Lebanon’s Internal Security Forces say crime 
rates have shot up this year amid Lebanon’s worst 
economic turmoil since the 1975-1990 civil war. The 
ISF recorded 863 thefts and robberies in the first 
half of this year, up from 650 for all of 2019, 
according to a document seen by AFP. 

A security official who asked not to be named 
told AFP that broader crime rates during the first 
half of 2020 reached a six-year peak, especially 
murders and robberies. The rise appeared to be 
driven by the deepening economic crisis, said the 
official, who was not authorized to speak on the 
issue. Police were noticing a “new kind of theft that 
involves mainly baby milk, food, and medicine”, the 
source said. In another trend that evoked Omar’s 
encounter, the source added, “more than one vic-
tim has said the perpetrators apologized while 
robbing them”. 

Tens of thousands of Lebanese have lost their 
jobs or part of their salaries, while a crippling dol-
lar shortage has sparked rapid inflation. The 
Lebanese pound, though officially pegged to the 
dollar at 1,507, reached a peak of more than 9,000 

to the greenback on the black market in early July. 
With Lebanon heavily reliant on imports, the price 
of medicine, baby milk and food has reached 
record highs.  

The price of a relatively cheap brand of diapers 
has shot up from 15,000 Lebanese pounds ($10 at 
the official rate) to 34,000 pounds ($23) per pack. 
And the cost of a tin of baby milk has climbed from 
23,000 ($15) to 35,000 pounds ($23) on average, 
with some brands selling for as much as 45,000 
pounds ($30). 

In a video widely shared on social media this 
month, three men were filmed walking away from a 
Beirut restaurant carrying a large and heavy-look-
ing safe. Walid Ataya, the restaurant owner, said: 
“They took money from the cash register, even the 
spare change. Then they scoured the place until 
they spotted the safe, which they couldn’t open.” 
He did not reveal exactly how much was lost but 
said the robbers stole the proceeds from “two 
years’ worth of work”. Ataya, who owns a chain of 
upscale restaurants in Beirut, said the safe con-
tained cash he did not want to deposit in a bank, 
now a common concern. 

Since the autumn, Lebanese banks have gradual-
ly forbidden depositors from withdrawing their dol-
lar savings or transferring them abroad, prompting 
many to stash cash in their offices or at home. Apart 
from money, increasingly more cars are being 
stolen. The ISF has recorded 303 vehicle thefts so 
far this year - more than the 273 in the second half 
of last year. The increase, the security source said, 
was clearly linked to “deteriorating economic con-
ditions and rising youth unemployment”. — AFP  

‘Crimes of  
hunger’ rise...
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But the four allies disagreed, saying the ICAO 

was not the right body to judge in the dispute and 
that its decision to do so was “manifestly flawed and 
in violation of fundamental principles of due 
process and the right to be heard”. They had asked 
the ICJ to declare the aviation body’s ruling “null 
and void and without effect.” The UAE issued a 
statement vowing to fight on at the ICAO, saying it 
“will now put its legal case to ICAO supporting the 
right to close its airspace to Qatari aircraft”. 

Last year the ICJ - set up in 1946 to rule in dis-
putes between UN member states - rejected a 
request by the UAE to take special measures 
against Qatar, after Doha won a case at the ICJ in 
2018 over alleged discrimination against its citizens. 
Doha in June again accused the Saudi-led alliance 
of refusing to engage with efforts to resolve the cri-
sis that it said were backed by the United States. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia said Tuesday it has per-
manently revoked the license of Qatari broadcaster 
beIN Sports and slapped it with a fine of $2.7 mil-
lion over alleged “monopolistic” practices. 
Subscribing to beIN, the Arab world’s leading 
sports channel which has exclusive rights to several 
key tournaments, has been difficult for Saudi fans 
since the kingdom’s 2017 boycott of Qatar. 

Just days after Riyadh and its allies cut ties zwith 
Doha, Saudi Arabia banned the sale and distribution 
of beIN receivers and blocked Qatari websites as 
well as all transactions with its former ally. In 2018, 
Saudi Arabia’s General Authority for Competition 
(GAC) said it was revoking the broadcaster’s license 
and imposing the 10-million riyal ($2.7 million) fine, 
according to local media. On Tuesday, the GAC said 
a Saudi administrative court had upheld the decision. 

The GAC said beIN had “abused its dominant 
position through several monopolistic practices” 
that violated the kingdom’s competition law. In a 
statement, BeIN dismissed the decision as “nonsen-
sical”, which it said had come after “sham legal pro-
ceedings”. “The very idea that permanently banning 
a leading competitor from a market could in any 
way promote competition is plainly absurd,” beIN 
said in a statement. 

BeIN has alleged that since August 2017 a vast 
and sophisticated Saudi bootlegging network 
known as “beoutQ” illicitly transmitted its programs 
via Riyadh-based satellite provider Arabsat. The 
World Trade Organization ruled earlier in June that 
Riyadh had failed to protect the intellectual proper-
ty rights of beIN by refusing to take action against 
beoutQ.  

The ruling could have serious implications for a 
proposed £300-million ($370-million) Saudi-
backed takeover of English Premier League club 
Newcastle United. English Premier League foot-
ball chief executive Richard Masters admitted last 
month that the proposed takeover involving Saudi 
Arabia’s Public Investment Fund (PIF) was “com-
plicated”. — Agencies 

ICJ backs Qatar;  
Saudi revokes...
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downturn and access to support is reduced due to 

lockdown measures. “They are isolated, the population 
at large avoids them... and their meager income has 
been hit hard,” said Youssef Bastawrous, manager of 
the French civil society group Samusocial International, 
which works with street children in Egypt.  

In 2014, authorities estimated Egypt had around 
16,000 youngsters and children living rough on the 
streets. The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) believes 
this a massive “underestimation” of actual numbers, 
said its communications head in Egypt Jonathan 
Crickx. The problem of compiling reliable figures on 

street children is compounded because many are from 
families long trapped in poverty and without stable 
housing who may not be listed in civil status registries.   

In 2016, Egyptian authorities launched the 
national program “Atfal bala ma’wa” (Children 
Without a Home) with the aim of “integrating” 
street children and helping them “abandon street 
behavior,” said Mohamed Shaker, head of the pro-
gramme at the Ministry of Social Solidarity. The 
program deploys 17 mobile units throughout the 
country, providing a place to rest, food and games 
as well as medical, social and psychological support 
to street children. 

“The aim is to build a relationship with the 
homeless children and help them build trust 
between each other,” said Salma Ismail, communi-
cations officer at a non-governmental group 
Bannati. At the Abbassiya mobile unit, Karim tenta-
tively approached and grabbed a snack on offer. He 

said he was 12 years old but staff cautioned that 
most of the children who use the services do not 
know, or prefer not to disclose, their real ages. 

Karim said he sleeps in a local park and earns his 
living by cleaning car windshields. He said he was 
attending a public school before authorities shut 
them down in late March as part of efforts to stem 
the spread of the virus. “I come here to play,” Karim 
told AFP. “I miss school. Since it has been closed, I 
have forgotten everything. Before, I used to learn 
how to read and count.” 

The economic impact of Egypt’s lockdown meas-
ures has stretched already overextended aid offered 
to street children. With the financial crunch, some 
charities have concentrated efforts on health and 
sanitation to help children protect themselves 
against the disease. “We make them aware of health 
issues, we distribute masks and explain to them how 
to wash their hands,” said Samusocial International’s 

Bastawrous.  
The lifting of a three-month curfew in late June 

brought some reprieve for street children, who 
could again sell trinkets and tissues or beg for mon-
ey as people returned to cafes and restaurants. 
Restrictions have also been partially lifted on 
mosques and churches, which have long provided 
sanctuary for street children. At some mosques, the 
bathrooms usually used by worshippers to perform 
their ablutions act as a one-stop shop for the chil-
dren’s hygiene needs.  

Maryam Hisham, a researcher on issues facing 
street children, said they are particularly vulnerable 
to disease and are often harassed by authorities 
patrolling Egypt’s streets. She criticized an anti-
begging law that deems the children’s presence on 
the street illegal, saying it hurts rather than helps 
their situation. “The police are already treating them 
like trash,” she said.  — AFP 

Egypt street  
kids hit hard...


