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Millions face new virus 
curbs, but hope rises 
for American vaccine 

HONG KONG: Millions of people faced new coronavirus
restrictions yesterday as infections surge, but in one sign
of hope, an American firm said it would soon start final-
stage human trials for a possible vaccine. Countries around
the world re-imposed lockdowns and curbs to contain
new outbreaks, as global cases surged past 13.2 million
with more than 576,000 deaths. 

Parts of the Asia-Pacific region, which had been some-
what successful in fighting the pandemic, provided fresh
evidence of the deadly threat still posed by the virus. Hong
Kong’s bars, gyms, and beauty salons closed again yester-
day and a ban on gatherings with more than four people
came into force as the city battled a fresh outbreak after
months of impressive success against the virus.

Most of the city’s residents voluntarily adopted face-
masks as a barrier against the virus when it was first
detected in mainland China late last year, but the Hong
Kong government now requires passengers on public
transport to wear them or risk a US$650 fine. There was
alarm in Japan too, where Tokyo’s governor warned that
the capital was on its highest coronavirus alert level after a
spike in infections. That came after the Indian state of
Bihar, with a population of around 125 million, announced a
15-day virus lockdown starting Thursday. India’s IT hub
Bangalore has already started a week-long lockdown.

Authorities in Australia, meanwhile, pleaded yesterday
with the public to heed social distancing guidelines, with
roughly five million people in Melbourne in lockdown
since last week in a bid to contain a new outbreak. That
request came just days after a group was fined
Aus$26,000 (US$18,200) when their house party was
exposed by an unusually large order of KFC. “A particular
concern for us is the ongoing parties and gatherings-peo-
ple playing poker, people holding parties,” said Rick
Nugent, acting assistant commissioner of Victoria state.

“Please stop.”
‘You are part of the problem’  Such pleas from experts

and authorities have been ignored and even mocked in
many of the world’s most populous parts, including the
United States-the worst-hit nation in the world. Tens of
thousands of cases are now being reported every day in
the US as authorities scramble to roll back reopenings. The
national 24-hour infection count was more than 63,000 on
Tuesday, according to a Johns Hopkins University tracker.
Anthony Fauci, the top US infectious disease expert, again
warned Americans against carelessness-especially young
people who may feel they are not vulnerable and would
rather be “sipping my margarita at a bar in a crowd”.

Given asymptomatic transmission, such young people
“need to understand that given the nature of this out-
break... You are inadvertently propagating the pandemic,
you are part of the problem and not the solution”, Fauci
said at an online Georgetown University event on Tuesday.
Hopes rose, however, when American biotech firm
Moderna said it would start the final stage of human trials
for its vaccine candidate on July 27, after promising results
from earlier testing. Moderna is considered to be in a lead-
ing position in the global race to find a vaccine, and while
its study should run until October 2022, preliminary results
should be available long before then. —AFP

BISWAMBHARPUR: Almost four million people
have been hit by monsoon floods in South Asia, offi-
cials said yesterday, with a third of Bangladesh
already underwater from some of the heaviest rains
in a decade. The monsoon-which usually falls from
June to September-is crucial to the economy of the
Indian sub-continent, but also causes widespread
death and destruction across the region each year.
“This is going to be the worst flood in a decade,”
Bangladesh’s Flood
Forecasting and Warning
Centre chief Arifuzzaman
Bhuiyan said.

The heavy rains have
swollen two main
Himalayan river systems-
the Brahmaputra and the
Ganges-that flow through
India and Bangladesh.
Bhuiyan said about a third
of flood-prone
Bangladesh-a delta-
nation crisscrossed by hundreds of rivers-was
underwater, and at least 1.5 million people were
affected, with village homes and roads flooded.

In north-central Bangladesh, the Brahmaputra
river was almost 40 centimeters higher than normal
and threatening to burst its banks, district adminis-
trator Farook Ahmed said. Most villagers were try-
ing to stay near their flood-damaged homes, but
some 15,000 had fled severely affected areas, offi-
cials said. With a 10-day forecast pointing to rising
waters, Bhuiyan said if more rivers burst their banks

some 40 percent of the nation could be flooded “in
a worst-case scenario”. 

In the northern town of Biswambharpur, villagers
said most of the houses were partly underwater
after the Surma, a major river in northeast
Bangladesh, burst its banks. Farmer Abdur Rashid,
35, said he sent his wife and three children to a mul-
ti-storied village school that has been turned into a
government shelter. “My whole house has gone

underwater. I have sent the
rest of the family to the
school, but I stayed behind
to guard my properties,”
Rashid told AFP.

Twin challenges 
In Assam, northeast

India, more than 2.1 million
people have been affected
since mid-May. At least 50
people have died so far - 12
in the past week as flood-

waters surged-with tens of thousands of mostly rural
residents evacuated to relief camps, officials said.
Emergency services personnel wore head-to-toe
bright-orange suits to protect themselves from the
floods and coronavirus-which has infected almost
17,000 people in Assam-as they used boats to reach
stranded villagers.

“We have two challenges here, one is COVID-19
and another is (the) flood,” the head of a local res-
cue team, Abhijeet Kumar Verma, told AFP.  In
Nepal, at least 50 people have died in landslides

and floods triggered by the monsoon rains, with
homes swept away and roads and bridges damaged.
“We are distributing food and relief goods from

helicopters to about 300 displaced families after
the roads were blocked by floods and landslides,”
district official Gyan Nath Dahal said. —AFP

At least 50 killed as floodwaters surge

Third of Bangladesh flooded
as monsoon drenches region

SUNAMGONG: A man works on a boat as a boy walks through flood waters in Sunamgong yesterday.
Almost four million people have been hit by monsoon floods in South Asia, officials said, with a third
of Bangladesh already underwater from some of the heaviest rains in a decade. —AFP

FETO terrorist 
organization and 
15 July coup attempt
By Ayse Hilal Sayan Koytak
Ambassador of the Republic 
of Turkey in Kuwait 

Fetullah Gulen is the ringleader of a clandes-
tine, criminal and terrorist organization called
FETO (Fetullah Terrorist Organization) that is

unprecedented in terms of its global reach, ambi-
tions and methods. Gulen is the mastermind behind
what happened in Turkey on July 15th, 2016. Gulen
and his followers planned and tried to capture the
Turkish Republic on that date. Gulen is one of the
serious threats to Turkey. To understand the securi-
ty threat posed by his crime network, one needs to
look into the enormity of his actions, primarily the
15th July coup attempt, and the resulting trauma
that the Turkish nation has experienced. 

His disciples within the armed forces did not shy
away from using lethal military force against inno-
cent civilians, killing 251 and wounding thousands.
They tried to assassinate the President of the
Republic of Turkey. They attacked the Prime
Minister’s vehicle and air-bombarded the Grand
National Assembly. The Presidential Complex, the
buildings of the National Intelligence Organization
and Turkish National Police departments were
attacked. 

The Police Special Operations Center, the cru-
cial counter-terrorism operational body of Turkey
in Ankara, was bombed by fighter jets, killing 55
police officers and injuring hundreds on the spot.
Hundreds of civilians protesting the coup attempt
in Ankara and Istanbul were shot to death. The
FET? coup plotters targeted public and private
communication outlets, including TRT (state
broadcasting channel) and CNN Turk.

All the evidence collected so far throughout the
investigations and trials demonstrates that the
bloodiest terrorist attack in the history of Turkey
was orchestrated by FETO under the instructions
of Fetullah Gulen. We have an extensive collection
of factual evidence including video footage, digital
materials gathered at Akinci Air Base (the center of
operations of the coup-plotters), satellite commu-
nications among plotters, the confessions of FETO
members who actively participated in the coup
attempt and the statements of those Turkish offi-
cers resisting the coup attempt. 

What is FETO
To judge the deeds of Fetullah Gulen and FETO

only with what transpired on July 15th would be a
mistake. The crimes committed on the night of July
15th were just the tip of an iceberg. It all started

under the guise of a charitable education effort
back in the 1970s. Fetullah Gulen and his followers
disguised themselves as a benign education move-
ment, when they started the campaign of establish-
ing schools in Turkey and later around the world. At
the peak of their power, they controlled thousands
of schools in Turkey and more than eight hundred
educational institutes worldwide.  In terms of their
reach, they were unprecedented. 

We now understand that this was the first step of
an infiltration campaign where kids and their parents
were recruited with the seemingly innocent promise
of a better education and a good job. These kids
were put through school with academic and financial
help and mainly a heavy hand in indoctrination. They
turned into unquestioning foot soldiers of Fetullah
Gulen who claims to be the “Chosen One”. The goal
was to subvert the democratic foundations of the
Turkish state and establish a new anti-democratic
one under the absolute rule of Gulen. 

His students were also told that, to achieve their
main goal of taking the control of the state, they
should remain hidden and they could eschew all
ethical, religious or personal beliefs. Attaching
great importance to confidentiality in its structure,
and calling the confidentiality as a “precaution”, the
organization gives “code” names to its members
apart from their real names to ensure secrecy. In
this way, this is a unique and peculiar armed terror-
ist organization where its lower level members
know each other by their code names and which
has a “cell-type” structure.

There were mass-scale exam cheatings as well:
In order to infiltrate the critical government posts,
FET? affiliated students were provided with the
answers to entrance exams. There are currently
many investigations into mass-scale exam cheatings
in Turkey, including the Police Academy entrance
tests, the Centralized Public Service Admission
Tests, Military Schools and other governmental
jobs. The handlers of those FETO members staffed
at critical governmental posts kept their indoctrina-
tion up-to-date and passed on the instructions of
FETO. As civil servants or military personnel, FETO
members’ loyalty was not to the nation or to the
state they served. They did not care about uphold-
ing the constitution or the legal system of the coun-
try. Thus, the organization that disguised itself as an
education movement gradually turned into a secre-
tive operational structure aiming to transform the
society by taking control of the Turkish state from
within.  As its strength grew, the organization began
to claim a global messianic mission, depicting
Fetullah Gulen as the “Imam of the Universe”.

The crime syndicate behind all this devised and
ran an integrated system that took care of recruit-
ment through schools and cram schools; financing
was taken care of by holding companies and dona-
tions from business people. The organization also
established media houses to shape the public opin-
ion for and against any person, group or idea.
Many people in Turkey who saw the organization

for what it really is got lynched through these
media houses. These media houses became the
focal point of actions taken against journalists, aca-
demicians, bureaucrats and military officers who
opposed them, or tried to expose them. They were
lynched and purged. 

As the organization became more affluent, it
started meddling in business transactions and gov-
ernment tender processes. Laundering enormous
sums of money, arranging illegal transfers of cash
and other financial crimes became business as usu-
al. The FETO members infiltrating critical state
posts abused their power to eliminate who
opposed the organization, by illegal wiretapping,
fabricating evidence, unlawful arrests, thereby
intimidating and blackmailing a large segment of
the society including politicians, businessmen, jour-
nalists, even athletes and artists among many.  

Turkish judicial authorities rendered numerous
conviction decisions against members of this crime
syndicate due to its various criminal acts, some of
which have been elaborated above. Thousands of
investigations and prosecutions concerning the ille-
gal activities of FETO members are still pending.
The ongoing and finalized investigations, prosecu-
tions and trials yielded that Fetullah Gulen is the
administrator and ringleader of FETO armed ter-
rorist organization and that he gave the order to
stage the coup.

As the Turkish Government understood what
was actually in place, the necessary legal actions
were taken against FETO. In particular, the disclo-
sure of their secret communication systems
(ByLock, Eagle, etc.) and interceptions of FETO
instructions made our efforts easier to identify their
schemes and to incriminate them.

July 15th was plotted at the time when the gov-
ernment had discovered and listed most of the so-
called military personnel who were actually recruits
of FETO and thus was getting ready to dismiss
them. In other words, July 15th was a desperate
final move of Fetullah Gulen and his followers to
keep their control in place in Turkey and capture
the state. 

15 July armed coup attempt demonstrated
FETO’s resolute to unwaveringly use terror, along-
side other crimes, as a means to achieve its ultimate
aim. With this act, FETO has clearly shown itself to
the world as one of the most dangerous terrorist
groups. Hence, the 16th Criminal Chamber of the
Court of Cassation decreed on 24 April 2017 by its
judgment merit no. 2015/3 and decision no. 2017/3
that FETO is an armed terrorist organization and
the Assembly of Criminal Chambers of the Court of
Cassation upheld this judgment. 

FETO is present in around 160 countries, with
thousands of schools, businesses, NGOs and media
houses. Their modus operandi is the same all
around the world. As they aim to infiltrate and
enlarge their global economic and political influ-
ence, they constitute a direct security threat for
any country where they operate. 

MEDAK: A boy wearing a facemask as a preventive
measure against the spread of the COVID-19 coro-
navirus, looks on near a paddy field in Medak dis-
trict of Telangana state yesterday. —AFP

Anguish and anger in 
Serbia as virus returns 
with a vengeance 
BELGRADE: When Petar Djuric arrived with fruit
and water for his father at the hospital in April, he
learned it was too late. For this loss, he blames the
collapse of Serbia’s health system just as much as
the coronavirus. “Pops, this is for you,” the bleary-
eyed 31-year-old told a local TV channel as he
joined protests that erupted last week over the
Serbian government’s handling of the health crisis.  

The words became a rallying cry for those out-
raged at leaders accused of toying with the health
of citizens for political purposes. After flattening its
first curve of infections by May, Serbia is now
reporting its deadliest days yet. Hospitals are over-
stretched with more than 300 new cases reported

daily, putting a record number of around 170
patients on ventilators.

Djuric, a basketball coach, became a symbol of
anger among protesters who accuse the govern-
ment of lifting an initial lockdown prematurely in
order to hold an election that tightened the ruling
party’s grip on power. After his father came down
with a high fever and cough in late March, “we
called the COVID-19 call centre every day. They
told us to wait, not to come to the hospital,” Djuric,
who finally drove his father to the hospital himself
said. On April 9, a doctor recommended the 71-
year-old painter be transferred to a ward for respi-
ratory assistance, according to his son. 

But in the hospital in Zemun, a neighborhood of
the capital Belgrade, “no ventilator was available at
the time,” Djuric said. A few days later, his father was
gone. “I think the doctors did their best. But appar-
ently the system does not work. My father told me
the situation was catastrophic,” he added. President
Aleksandar Vucic-the target of protesters’ anger-

responded to Djuric in a nationally televised
address, calling the story a “lie”, while pro-govern-
ment tabloids launched their own attacks. —AFP

BELGRADE: Medical workers bring medications to
pat ients suffer ing from coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) inside the Institute for Orthopaedic
Surgery ‘Banjica’, recently transformed to a COVID
hospital.—AFP

Heaviest
rains in 

a decade


