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The mummified corpse of Rascar Capac thrilled
and terrified generations of young fans of the
Tintin comic book story “The Seven Crystal
Balls”. Now, Herge’s fictional Inca has sparked

a row between rival Belgian tourist attractions, each of
which displays a mummy they say inspired Tintin’s cre-

ator. The very serious Art and History Museum is in
Brussels’ Jubilee Park, near where Herge used to live,
and he was known to frequent its collections. The
museum’s Andean mummy, squatting upright with
knees bent, appears similar to the haunting effigy in
the author’s illustrated tale of the be-quiffed reporter
Tintin’s adventure.

Curators thought they had established the link
beyond doubt 10 years ago, but the Pairi Daiza safari
park in southern Belgium is touting a rival mummy.
Last week, the popular zoo began marketing an exhibit
of the “authentic mummy nicknamed Rascar Capac”.
The royal museum is not taking this well, and has all
but accused the zoo park of false advertising.
“We don’t attract visitors by promising them pandas,”
sniffed museum director general Alexandra de Poorter.

The zoo has expressed regret over an “argument
started by the royal museums” but admits that “no one
can say for sure which mummy inspired Herge.” If
there is confusion, it dates back until at least 1979,
when the 2,000-year-old preserved corpse now on
display at the zoo appeared in Brussels at an exhibit
titled “Tintin’s museum of the imagination”. The collec-
tion was assembled to mark the 50th anniversary of
the 1929 release of the boy reporter’s first book-length
adventure, “Tintin in the Land of the Soviets”.

Author and illustrator Georges Remi—better
known under his pen name Herge—attended the show,
adding some credibility to the mummy’s significance.
But this, according to the Art and History Museum’s
curator of Latin American relics, Serge Lemaitre, was a
mistake.  The mummy in question had been bought by
a Belgian collector in the 1960s, long after Herge pub-
lished the “Seven Crystal Balls” book in 1948.

French connection? 
“And in the first frames serialised in 1941 in the

newspaper Le Soir, Rascar Capac was hairless and
had very bent knees, just like our mummy,” Lemaitre
says. Herge lived near the Jubilee Park—still a popular
spot in Brussels’ European quarter—and knew the
museum and its curator Jean Capart well. Capart even
seems to have been fictionalised as Professeur
Bergamotte—or Professor Hercules Tarragon in the
English-language version of “The Seven Crystal Balls”.

Not only that, but items drawn from other pieces in
the museum’s ethnographic collections have appeared
in the Tintin tales, notably a Peruvian figurine that

inspired its eponymous twin in “The Broken Ear”. The
museum is thus confident in its claim, but—as is often
the case in a Tintin mystery—the plot may have a fur-
ther twist, according to independent expert Philippe
Goddin. “We should stop arguing. Herge looked at lots
of Inca mummies, but his first sketches of Rascar
Capac are essentially based on a drawing in the
Larousse dictionary,” he said. This is an explanation
that will not suit anyone in Belgium, where tourist
attractions have seized upon any Tintin link to exploit
as a key draw.—AFP 

Serge Lemaitre, archaeologist and curator of the
Americas collections at the Royal Museums of Art and
History in Brussels poses during a interview about the
Inca mummy that allegedly inspired Herge for his charac-
ter Rascar Capac, hero of the Tintin album “The Seven
Crystal Balls”.—AFP photos

A man walks past a mural of frontline workers after the government eased a nationwide lockdown imposed as a pre-
ventive measure against the COVID-19 coronavirus in New Delhi on Tuesday. — AFP 

Gaming fans play Ubisoft games at the 2019 Electronic Entertainment Expo, also known as E3, opening in Los Angeles,
California on June 11, 2019. — AFP 

A photo shows an Inca mummy at the Pairi Daiza animal
park in Brugelette, Belgium.

A photo shows an Inca mummy at the Pairi Daiza animal
park in Brugelette, Belgium.

Grant Imahara, who co-hosted the popular sci-
ence TV show “MythBusters” and worked
behind the scenes on three “Star Wars” films,

has died at age 49, the Discovery Channel said
Monday. The New York Times quoted a Discovery
spokeswoman as saying the cause of death was
believed to be a brain aneurysm. No further details
were available. An electrical engineering graduate
from the University of South California, Imahara joined
MythBusters in 2005 and was a part of the show’s
team for 10 years. “Grant was a truly brilliant engineer,
artist and performer, but also just such a generous,
easygoing, and gentle PERSON,” Adam Savage, one of
Imahara’s MythBusters co-hosts, said on Twitter.

“Working with Grant was so much fun. I’ll miss my
friend.” “We are heartbroken to hear this sad news
about Grant. He was an important part of our

Discovery family and a really wonderful man,” the
Discovery Channel said in a statement. He also worked
on the special effects teams on a number of block-
buster Hollywood franchises, including Star Wars
Episodes I-III, two sequels to “The Matrix”, and
“Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines.” The Discovery
Channel said Imahara was one of the few officially
trained operators of the R2-D2 droid in Star Wars.

He also co-hosted the 2016 Netflix series “White
Rabbit Project”. “Heartbroken and in shock tonight. We
were just talking on the phone. This isn’t real,” Imahara’s
White Rabbit Project co-host Kari Byron tweeted.
Grant said in 2018 that he was working with Disney to
create autonomous robot stunt doubles.—AFP 

In this file photo (from left to right) Grant Imahara, Kari Byron, Jamie Hyneman, Adam Savage and Tory Belleci attend the
2011 Primetime Creative Arts Emmy Awards at Nokia Theatre on September 10, 2011 in Los Angeles, California. — AFP 

This undated and unlocated handout photo released by
Amazon shows an Amazon Dash Cart. Amazon on
Tuesday, introduced a smart grocery cart that will let
shoppers skip checkout queues.—AFP 


