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PETRA: Miles Daisher performs a BASE jump at The Treasury in Petra, Jordan. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

ABIDJAN: Didier Drogba’s bid for the presidency of
the Ivorian Football Association (FIF) received a fur-
ther set back on Tuesday when the nation’s player as-
sociation (AFI) announced it was backing a rival.

Drogba needs a nomination from one of five eligi-
ble bodies to stand. AFI was the fourth to make its
choice, and, like the three that had already announced
their endorsement, decided against the national
team’s all-time top scorer.

AFI said it was backing current FIF vice-president
Idriss Diallo, who has the backing of former interna-
tionals Bonaventure Kalou, Cyril Domoraud and
Ahmed Ouattara, in the September 5 election. 

“In line with the majority of its members, the board
decided to grant AFI’s sponsorship to the list led by
Idriss Diallo,” AFI said in a statement signed by its
general secretary Aruna Dindane, another former in-
ternational.

“This choice is in line with the recommendation
made by two thirds of the delegates at the end of last
Friday’s meeting,” said the statement.  

Yaya Toure, who like his brother Kolo Toure has
backed Drogba, expressed his dismay.

“Ivorian players playing in Europe are worried
about the current situation and do not understand
why AFI does not seem to want to give its sponsor-
ship to Didier Drogba,” said Yaya Toure. 

Of the five groups that can sponsor a candidate,
four have already made their choice.

The association of coaches, like AFI, has sup-
ported Diallo. The association of former players
and the association of referees are sponsoring
league president Sory Diabate, who also has the
backing of the country’s most-capped player Di-
dier Zokora and former internationals Youssouf
Falikou Fofana and Abdoulaye ‘Ben Badi’ Traore.
Only the society of football doctors has not yet
endorsed a candidate. —AFP
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PARIS: The French Top 14 has attracted some of the
world’s biggest names such as ex-All Blacks Dan
Carter, Ma’a Nonu and Tana Umaga, former England
fly-half Jonny Wilkinson or more recently South
Africa’s Rugby World Cup winners Handre Pollard
and Eben Etzebeth, thanks to sumptuous wages.

Last week it was announced that from 2021 the
salary cap, originally intro-
duced in 2010 and currently set
at 11.3 million euros ($12.74
million) per year, will gradually
drop to 9.94 million euros in
the following years due to the
financial impact of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

Top 14, the domestic com-
petition with the highest wage
limitation and the most lucra-
tive television deal in world rugby, is adamant it will
continue to entice the best, despite being forced to
do so with less money.

“With the salary cap, the Top 14 remains a con-
sistent and passionate competition right until the
end,” the LNR said. In recent years the tournament
has been beaten to some big signings by Japan’s Top
League and even the English Premiership with a
salary cap of 6.4 million pounds ($8 million, 7 million
euros) which will be reduced to 5.0 million pounds
from 2021.

England’s top-flight also has a marquee player
rule in place allowing two squad members from each
club to be exempt from the wage restrictions. The
likes of former New Zealand captain Kieran Read,
ex-Australia skipper David Pocock and livewire
Springboks winger Makazole Mapimpi have chosen
to head to Japan.

Earlier this month All Blacks fly-half Beauden Bar-
rett signed a one-year deal with Suntory Sungoliath,
an outfit supported by a multinational food and

drinks company based in Tokyo. In another sign of
the Top 14’s diminishing financial power, destructive
Fiji centre Semi Radradra has left Bordeaux-Begles
for Bristol Bears with the French club’s president
Laurent Marti claiming he failed to compete finan-
cially with the English side.

“The new El Dorado for players from the southern
hemisphere is Japan. Geo-
graphically it’s close to New
Zealand and Australia... and
they pay well too, the clubs are
backed by big businesses like
Panasonic, Toyota, Toshiba and
Honda,” an unnamed French
agent said.

Former New Zealand back-
rower Victor Vito joined La
Rochelle after winning the

World Cup in 2015 alongside Carter and Nonu. He
has led the side to a European Challenge Cup final
and the Top 14 play offs since being appointed club
captain two years ago.

“In general if you’re looking to look after your
body, from what I’ve heard, (Japan’s) probably better
than coming here,” Vito told AFP in September. “The
Top 14 is pretty much an 11-month season in terms
of pre-season and then the games, it takes its toll,”
he added.

‘FARCE’ 
Pollard’s Montpellier, owned by Syrian billionaire

Mohed Altrad, have been suspected of breaking
salary cap rules but had a fine of 400,000 euros re-
voked for doing so last November. Comic book mil-
lionaire Mourad Boudjellal signed players such as
Umaga, former New Zealand midfielder Sonny Bill
Williams and ex-Australia skipper George Gregan
during his time as Toulon president.

“There are people who get around because there

are groups who allow them to do it. The salary cap
is a massive farce where the most virtuous cheat,”
Boudjellal said a year ago, before leaving the club.
For the new campaign the French league has still
managed to bring in the likes of Springboks’ world
champion Cobus Reinach, Australia playmaker Kurt-
ley Beale as well as Japan full-back Kotaro Mat-

sushima.
With the increasing wealth in Japan, some rich

benefactors in England as well as stricter matchday
squad regulations on players who have not come
through French academies the days of numerous
pocket-filling contracts for global stars could be a
thing of the past in France. — AFP
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PAU: File photograph taken on February 24, 2018, Racing 92’s New Zealander fly-half Dan Carter (L) passes the ball
during the French Top 14 rugby union match between Pau and Racing 92 at The Hameau Stadium in Pau, south-
western France. In early July 2020 it was announced that from 2021 the salary cap, will gradually drop to 9,94 million
euros in the following years due to the financial impact of the coronavirus pandemic. —AFP

TOKYO: The Tokyo Olympics may have to be post-
poned again if the novel coronavirus mutates into a
stronger pathogen, Kiyoshi Kurokawa, a prominent
Japanese government adviser, said yesterday. However,
a recent spike in cases in Tokyo is due to a failure to
stick to guidelines to prevent contagion, he said.

A physician who served as a science adviser to the
Japanese cabinet from 2006-2008, Kurokawa also
headed an independent probe into the 2011 Fukushima
nuclear disaster. Currently, he is advising the govern-
ment on the coronavirus pandemic.

“I think the virus is mutating all the time ... it may be
a much stronger virus that triggers a second wave,”
Kurokawa told Reuters. “The Olympics may be post-
poned again, but I can’t predict.” “I think it’s small inci-
dents happening in Tokyo ... new cases are because
people are not abiding by recommendations,”
Kurokawa said of the current spike in infections. “But if
there are some mutations, that is a completely different
story. That could happen anywhere in the world.”

Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike told Reuters on
Monday the Olympics, originally scheduled to start this

month but put off to 2021 because of the pandemic,
must go ahead next year as a symbol of world unity in
overcoming coronavirus.

The spike in infections in Tokyo, which accounts for
more than one-third of Japan’s more than 23,000
cases, has prompted a backlash against a planned
campaign to promote domestic tourism. Kurokawa
said authorities were trying to balance priorities.

“I think one of the concerns of this pandemic is how
to prevent the spreading out of this corona infection.
The other side of this issue is ... how to promote the
economy. Many people are losing their jobs,” he said.

He added that he thought the government was
“carefully balancing” the two priorities. Kurokawa was
appointed last month to head a new panel to examine
how to use artificial intelligence to fight the spread of
the virus. His appointment to the four-person group
including a Nobel Prize winning geneticist came after
Economics Minister Yasutoshi Nishimura abruptly an-
nounced he would dissolve a panel of scientific experts
and remake it with new members.

The move came amid reports of clashes between
the health experts and politicians. Kurokawa said that
whatever experts recommended based on science, po-
litical leaders had to make the final policy call.

“The scientific community’s recommendations have
to be fact-based, science-based recommendations, but
politicians have to make the decisions,” he said. “Sci-
entists give advice, but decision-making is not by sci-
entists.” — Reuters

WASHINGTON: Tiger Woods admitted Tuesday that
concern over the coronavirus delayed his return to
the PGA Tour as he prepares to play his first event
since February at this week’s Memorial Tournament
in Ohio.

The former world number one has not played since
appearing in the Genesis Invitational in Los Angeles
in February but will tee off at Muirfield on Thursday
chasing a sixth victory in the Jack Nicklaus-hosted
event.

The 44-year-old 15-time major winner said Tues-
day he had contemplated returning to the tour earlier
but had wanted to see how the first few events of the
post-coronavirus shutdown fared before coming
back.

“I just felt it was better to stay at home and be
safe,” Woods said Tuesday.  “I’m used to playing with
lots of people around me or having lots of people
have a direct line to me, and that puts not only myself
in danger but my friends and family, and just been at
home practicing and social distancing and being away

from a lot of people.
“Coming back and playing the tour, in my case

over the 20-some-odd years I’ve been out here, that’s
really hard to say, that I’m used to having so many
people around me or even touch me, going from
green to tee.

“That’s something that I looked at and said, well,
I’m really not quite comfortable with that, that whole
idea.” Memorial organisers had initially planned to
allow fans on the course at this week’s tournament,
but abandoned that idea as COVID-19 cases across
the United States began to skyrocket.

On Monday, PGA Tour officials confirmed that the
remainder of the 2019-2020 season would take place
without fans. It means Woods will tee off on Thursday
alongside world number one Rory McIlroy and
Brooks Koepka without the customary horde of
spectators that usually follows him around a course.

“It’s going to be different, there’s no doubt about
it,” Woods said. “For most of my career, pretty much
almost every competitive playing round that I’ve been
involved in, I’ve had people around me, spectators
yelling, a lot of movement inside the gallery with cam-
era crews and media.”

Woods, who is making only his fourth tournament
appearance of the season this week, said he has im-
proved his health during the long layoff.

A stiff back hampered his performance at the Gen-
esis in February, but Woods said he had not been
troubled since.— AFP
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