
PARIS: Motorcycling is often a family affair, and yet
before Alex Marquez joined Marc at Honda for this
season two brothers had never raced together for the
same team in MotoGP. Honda had more obvious op-
tions than Alex Marquez as replacements for another
Spaniard Jorge Lorenzo this season, including
Japanese rider Takaaki Nakagami and Frenchman
Johann Zarco. 

But Marc Marquez, who is 27, dreamt of riding
alongside his younger brother at the highest level and
the team heeded its six-time world champion and
signed 24-year-old Alex, although the team announced
on Monday that it would
only be for one year.

Next season Alex will
drop to satellite team LCR
while 29-yer-old Pol Es-
pargaro, also the younger
of a pair of racing Catalan
brothers, will join from
KTM. Espargaro’s brother
Aleix rides for Aprilla.
Other brothers to have rid-
den at the same time in-
clude the French Sarrons,
Dominique and 250cc world champion Christian, on
rival teams in the 1980s and early 1990s.

The Marquez brothers will become the first to race
for the same team when the coronavirus-delayed Mo-
toGP season kicks off in Jerez this weekend. Marc
Marquez began his phenomenal career by winning the
125cc, now Moto3, title, in 2010 at the age of 17.

He won the Moto2 title in 2012 and the MotoGP title
in his first full season in 2013 and repeated the triumph

in 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019. Alex has taken a
little longer. He won Moto3 in 2014 and finally took the
Moto2 in 2019, a good progression when compared
with anyone except his brother. The two kids from
Cervera, discovered motorcycling young, pushed by
their father Julia. They developed under the guidance
of Emilio Alzamora, the 1999 125cc world champion. 

“Marc and I have been racing together since we
were very young, more or less every weekend,” said
Alex in 2014.  “I spend most of my time with him. Be-
sides being my brother, he’s my best friend.”

When Alex won the Moto2 title last year, after a cri-
sis of confidence caused by
crashes in 2016, his brother
said he was “even more sat-
isfied” than if he had won the
crown. “It’s difficult to be ‘the
brother of’ and he’s under a
lot of pressure,” said Marc.
“Today he gave a champi-
onship ride. He’s not ‘the
brother of’, he’s Alex Mar-
quez.”Mark, who is 1.69 me-
tres (5ft 5ins), and Alex, who
is 1.8 metres, were insepara-

ble until they were confined during the coronavirus
pandemic that delayed their season.

‘I’M HERE TO LEARN’ 
“We train and do almost everything together,” said

Marc. “I think it’s good for both of us. We help each
other all the time.” Together for the first time in the
same category, the brothers face a new challenge: to
preserve their bond while negotiating the complicated

relationship between team-mates: partners in the
garage and rivals on the track.

“Having Marc as a team-mate is the best way to find
out as quickly as possible what this class is like, the se-
crets of Honda and to learn everything I can,” said Alex,
whose goal is to be MotoGP rookie of the year.

“I hope that soon I will be able to say that he is one
of my rivals. This year it will be nothing like that: I’m

here to learn as much as I can from him.” Marc agrees
that this should be a season of brotherly cooperation.
“I have my own goal and my teammate’s goal is differ-
ent,” Marc said.  “But it’s certain that one day we could
find ourselves fighting for a race, or even a title. I hope
so. But I’m telling you: on the circuit, everyone sees
their own interests and tries to give 100 percent of
themselves.” — AFP
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Marquez v Marquez as MotoGP 
spins wheels of family fortune

Marquez brothers will become the first to race for the same team

MADRID: File photo taken on February 27, 2020 Repsol Honda Team’s Spanish MotoGP driver Marc Mar-
quez and his brother teammate Alex (R) attend the presentation of the new Repsol Honda team in
Madrid. Motorcycling is often a family affair, and yet before Alex Marquez joined Marc at Honda for this
season two brothers had never raced together for the same team in MotoGP.  — AFP

Phenomenal 
career

England captain
Root returns as WI
eye series win
LONDON: England will hope the return of
captain Joe Root proves inspirational in the
second Test against the West Indies at Old
Trafford starting today. Star batsman Root
missed England’s four-wicket defeat at
Southampton in international cricket’s return
from lockdown last week after attending the
birth of his second child.

He has now rejoined the squad, with West In-
dies needing just one win from the two remain-
ing Tests of the campaign at Old Trafford to
clinch a first series win in England for 32 years.

Although all three fixtures are being played
behind closed doors because of the coronavirus
outbreak, Root will be in a familiar situation.
England have now lost the opening match of a
series for the eighth time in ten campaigns, a run
dating back to the 2017/18 Ashes in Australia.

Most recently in South Africa they did re-
cover from a heavy defeat in the first Test to win
that series 3-1. But now at 1-0 down with just
two to play, there is far less margin for error. Joe
Denly appears to be the most likely candidate to
make way for Root.

Denly was twice out cheaply at Southampton,
with fellow batsman Zak Crawley making 76 in
a second innings where England’s loss of five
wickets for 30 runs proved more pivotal to the
result than their controversial decision to omit
veteran paceman Stuart Broad. “We’re all des-
perate to see Joe do really well,” said England
coach Chris Silverwood. “But obviously he’s
under pressure a little bit.” “Zak is improving
constantly. I think he certainly showed maturity
and the innings he played was very good.”

England wicketkeeper Jos Buttler dropped
Jermaine Blackwood early in the West Indies’
batsman’s match-clinching innings of 95 on Sun-
day’s final day at Southampton. And another pair
of low scores left  Buttler with a Test average of
just 23.22 since the start of 2019 and now only
one hundred in 75 innings.

But even though England have gifted glove-
man Ben Foakes waiting in the wings, Silver-
wood said: “First and foremost we want to give
Jos the best opportunity to succeed. “He just
needs to go and make those big scores now
doesn’t he? He knows that as well.”

TIGHT TURNAROUND 
Meanwhile, with six Tests in seven weeks, in-

cluding three against Pakistan, England could
yet recall Broad in Manchester, having already
said they plan to rotate their battery of quicks.
It was West Indies fast bowler Shannon Gabriel,
however, who was named man-of-the-match in
the first Test for a nine-wicket haul.

Gabriel was only included in the main squad
after being named as a travelling reserve fol-
lowing ankle surgery. Given the second Test
starts just days after the end of the first, fitness
is likely to be the West Indies’ biggest issue as
they return to Old Trafford, the venue for their
quarantine period amid the pandemic and two
subsequent intra-squad warm-up matches. The
West Indies arrived in England with many
doubting if their batsmen could give an im-
pressive fast-bowling unit enough runs to play
with. But they built a first-innings lead of over
a hundred runs at Southampton after captain
Jason Holder took a Test-best 6-42 in Eng-
land’s lowly 204.  — AFP

Spinner Bess 
feels dangerous 
ahead of Test
LONDON: England off-spinner Dom Bess said he
feels “dangerous” ahead of the second test against
the West Indies which starts at Old Trafford today.
Bess was frustrated on the final day of the first test at
Southampton, going wicketless as the visitors
reached a target of 200 to win by four wickets.

“I know I went wicketless but it could have turned
and the thing that I’m focusing on is how well it’s
coming out at the moment, I do feel really dangerous
and that’s a great place to be,” Bess told a news con-
ference on Tuesday.

“As a spinner, some will go your way some days
and some won’t, that is cricket. I feel like I am attack-
ing both edges of the bat. My consistency and accu-
racy within where I am landing it is dangerous.”

The Old Trafford pitch is usually pace-friendly,
which could again leave England with a decision to
make about whether or not Stuart Broad is selected.
He was left out of the first test — a decision that some
felt cost England victory.

Bess said it shows how much strength in depth
England have. “For the coaches, captains and senior
players, you want that competition for places,” the
22-year-old said. “You go through the whole squad
and there are at least two or three who can do that

role, that can only produce success in the long term.
Look at Stuart Broad missing out in the first test. I
know he was gutted and that shows you the depth we
have. One of England’s greatest missed out.”

Bess was part of the England side which lost the

opening test in South Africa in December last year be-
fore they turned the series around. “I know there is that
record of England not getting off to the best of starts,”
he said. “We turned it round in South Africa and there
is no reason why we can’t do it here.” — Reuters

SOUTHAMPTON: England’s Dom Bess bowls on the fifth day of the first Test cricket match between Eng-
land and the West Indies at the Ageas Bowl in Southampton, southwest England. — AFP

Pineda’s late 
winner as Fire 
scorch Seattle 
MIAMI: Chicago Fire rookie Mauricio Pineda struck
a late winner to leave Seattle Sounders’ hopes of suc-
cess at Major League Soccer’s restart tournament
hanging by a thread on Tuesday. Pineda’s 84th-minute
strike secured a 2-1 victory for Chicago, sending
coach Raphael Wicky’s side to the top of Group B in
the World Cup-style tournament at Orlando, Florida.

But the defeat leaves Seattle, the reigning MLS
Cup champions, in a dogfight to reach the knockout
stages. Seattle have just one point from two games
and are third in Group B, outside of the automatic
qualification places.

“It’s not good,” Sounders coach Brian Schmetzer
said when asked about his team’s predicament. “We’ll
have to make sure we get a result in the last game and
then see where we end up.” Schmetzer was frustrated
by his team’s inability to create more than seven
chances throughout the game.

“It’s frustrating when you can’t generate chances
but that’s always the hardest thing to get when you’re
in pre-season,” he said. After a goalless first half,
Chicago took the lead on 52 minutes after a defensive
blunder by Seattle’s Xavier Arreaga allowed the Fire’s
Slovenian striker Robert Beric in on goal.

Ecuador international Arreaga misjudged the flight
of a long ball forward and Beric pounced on the
chance to race clear. The Slovenian then cleverly
twisted and turned his way past the covering Yeimar
Andrade before blasting his finish past Seattle keeper
Stefan Frei. Seattle got back on level terms in the 77th
minute however when Jordan Morris got to the byline
and squared a pass for Kenyan midfielder Handwalla
Bwana, who finished from close range for 1-1.

But just when it looked as if Seattle had done
enough to grind out a point, another defensive lapse
cost them dear. An inswinging corner from Gaston
Gimenez was somehow allowed to bounce across the
face of goal through a crowded six yard box and un-
marked rookie Pineda was on hand at the back post
to tuck away the finish.  — AFP

Eaton looks to 
push performance 
boundaries
TOKYO: Two-time Olympic decathlon gold medal-
list Ashton Eaton has turned to science and engi-
neering for his post-athletic career but the American
former world record holder told Reuters he has
found a way to straddle both worlds.

Eaton, who retired from athletics in 2017, is study-
ing for a second degree in mechanical engineering
and is also part of a project at US tech firm Intel
aimed at helping athletes squeeze every last bit of
performance out of their bodies.

While the company lists his job as: ‘Product De-
velopment Engineer’, Eaton’s LinkedIn bio simply
reads: “2x Olympic gold medallist, decathlon. Now
pursuing engineering.” “Ultimately (I) decided I
wanted to learn the fundamentals of science and en-
gineering,” Eaton told Reuters in a recent interview.

“(Intel) asked if I would like to join the project and

I just saw it as an awesome opportunity to mix what
I knew with my passion about learning about science
and tech.” The 32-year-old said the project was fo-
cused on using technology to show athletes the dif-
ference between how they think their body is
performing and the actual measurable data.

“If you can bridge the gap between what it feels
like... and what you actually did from a skeleton’s
perspective, that is a huge leap forward for how peo-
ple can not only train but start out and learn how to
do these things,” he added.

“That is what our project is working on; to ex-
tract how the skeleton is working and hopefully use
that to not only give athletes insight and improve
their performance, but also help fans who are
watching sports deepen their understanding of
what is going on.”

The technology is already being used to help ath-
letes who are having to adjust training schedules
ahead of the rearranged Tokyo Olympics, which were
supposed to start this month but have been pushed
back a year due to the coronavirus pandemic.

In addition to his two Olympic golds at London
and Rio, Eaton also set the decathlon world record
of 9,045 points in 2015, though this was later beaten
by Frenchman Kevin Mayer. — Reuters

Australia’s T20 
Big Bash League 
announces schedule
SYDNEY: Cricket Australia announced yesterday
plans for a full Twenty20 Big Bash League season
starting in December, but acknowledged the schedule
could be affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The 10th BBL will begin on December 3 when the
Adelaide Strikers host the Melbourne Renegades,
followed by 60 matches across the country and a final
on February 6.

The ambitious fixture list, which will follow the
Women’s Big Bash League played from October 17
to November 29, means Cricket Australia will meet
its commitments to broadcasters and will not face

penalties for reduced content.
However the schedule could still face problems as

interstate travel in Australia is currently restricted
after Melbourne and Sydney experienced new coro-
navirus outbreaks recently.

Cricket Australia’s Big Bash chief Alistair Dobson
said the league would follow public health advice and
put in place health protocols to ensure the safety of
the public, players and support staff.  “Scheduling in
the time of coronavirus is not without its challenges,
as we have seen,” said Dobson.

“There are factors outside the league itself which
could impact (the schedule) at a later date.” Australia
A tours and Cricket Australia XI games are on hold
because of the coronavirus pandemic but the domes-
tic Sheffield Shield and home international series are
planned to go ahead, including a money-spinning
four-Test series against India. A decision is expected
soon on whether the Twenty20 World Cup, due to be
held in Australia in October and November, will be
postponed. — AFP


