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By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem said yesterday that 
reports about the health condition of HH the 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, undergoing medical treatment in the US, 
are “very assuring”. His statement came in the 
National Assembly after a meeting with HH  the 
Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

Ghanem also said he has conveyed to the US 
ambassador to Kuwait the appreciation of the 
National Assembly to the United States for 
sending a medical transport plane to take HH 
the Amir for treatment and for the care they 
provided to Sheikh Sabah. HH Sheikh Sabah 
departed aboard the flying hospital to the US 
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Two Baghdad protesters dead 
 
BAGHDAD: Two demonstrators died in 
Baghdad early yesterday after being shot with 
tear gas canisters in confrontations with securi-
ty forces, medics said, the first victims of 
protest-related violence under Iraq’s new Prime 
Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhemi. On Sunday, 
demonstrators staged angry rallies over power 
outages in the capital and several southern 
cities, where temperatures topping 50 degrees 
Celsius have overwhelmed electricity genera-
tors. In a statement overnight, Kadhemi’s office 
acknowledged “unfortunate events” in protest 
squares, but insisted security forces had been 
instructed not to use violence unless absolutely 
necessary. — AFP 

Qatar to bid for 2032 Olympics 
 
DOHA: Qatar will seek to host the 2032 
Olympic Games, it said yesterday, joining a 
crowded field. India, Australia’s Queensland 
state, the Chinese city of Shanghai and a poten-
tial joint bid between South and North Korea 
are also being touted for the 2032 summer 
games. “Today’s announcement marks the 
beginning of a meaningful dialogue with the 
IOC’s Future Host Commission to explore our 
interest further and identify how the Olympic 
Games can support Qatar’s long-term develop-
ment goals,” Qatar Olympic Committee presi-
dent Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad bin Khalifa Al-
Thani said in a statement. —AFP (See Page 16)

Iran moves mock US carrier  
 
DUBAI: Iran has moved a mock-up US aircraft 
carrier to the strategic Strait of Hormuz, satellite 
images show, suggesting it will use the look-alike 
vessel for target practice in war games in a Gulf 
shipping channel vital to world oil exports. The 
use of dummy American warships has become an 
occasional feature of training by Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards and its naval forces, includ-
ing in 2015 when Iranian missiles hit a mock-up 
resembling a Nimitz-class aircraft carrier. One of 
the images taken on July 26 showed an Iranian 
fast attack boat moving toward the model US 
carrier in the strategic waterway. — Reuters  

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump mount-
ed a strident defense Sunday of his wavering 
reelection bid with 100 days to go in a campaign 
that has seen him underwater in the polls - and 
banking on the “silent majority” he vowed will bring 
him victory. The 74-year-old Republican has strug-
gled on numerous fronts, facing mounting criticism 
over his handling of the coronavirus outbreak and 
the resulting economic pain, and failing to land 
punches on his opponent, Joe Biden. 

In the latest blow to his hopes of returning to the 
White House after Nov 3, polls released Sunday 
showed his support cratering in three critical battle-
ground states. “The Trump Campaign has more 
ENTHUSIASM, according to many, than any cam-
paign in the history of our great Country - Even 
more than 2016,” Trump thundered on Twitter. 
“Biden has NONE! The Silent Majority will speak 
on NOVEMBER THIRD!!! Fake Suppression Polls & 
Fake News will not save the Radical Left.” 

Trump’s 77-year-old Democratic rival Biden, 
who says he is fighting for “the soul of America”, 
implored voters to make Trump a one-term presi-
dent. “In 100 days, we have the chance to set our 
nation on a new path. One where we finally live up 
to our highest ideals and everyone has a fair shot at 
success,” he tweeted.  
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RAFAH: With a practiced hand, a courier balances a 
tray of steaming cups and with the other grips his 
bicycle handlebars as he weaves between cars in the 
crowded Gaza Strip. Shaaban Hamuda’s modest coffee 
on wheels business is giving the coastal Palestinian ter-
ritory its first taste of a delivery service inspired by the 
likes of Uber Eats or Deliveroo.  There are no vividly-
colored bulky backpacks as is customary in Europe 
and North America, just a tray and a few cups of hot 
Arabic coffee, covered with foil to avoid splashing and 
cooling.  

Hamuda, 31, a business management graduate, 
launched his two-wheeled hot drink service in May, 
from his small stand near Rafah market, in the southern 
Gaza Strip. A stove, a few saucepans and dozens of 
cardboard cups: Everything to prepare cafe au lait, 
Arabic coffee and mint tea. Customers only need to 
contact him on WhatsApp for one of his employees to 
prepare the order.  

Then a delivery man gets on his cycle and rushes 
the steaming drink to the customer. “People like what 
is new. I have received encouragement from many 
people,” said Hamuda, who charges only for the bever-
age. Delivery is free. “We use cycles to attract the 
attention of the public and it has proven to be effec-
tive,” he told AFP. It was through watching YouTube 
that the father-of-two came across the trend of home-
delivery meals by bicycle, a service that has grown 
popular worldwide.  

The young entrepreneur reports satisfactory rev-

enues, but said sales have fallen since the outbreak of 
COVID-19. The Gaza Strip, with an estimated popula-
tion of two million, has been relatively spared by the 
pandemic, with just over 75 cases, one of whom has 
died. But as elsewhere the crisis has depressed eco-
nomic activity in Gaza, where poverty and unemploy-
ment rates are both above 50 percent. The coastal 
enclave has been under an Israeli-enforced blockade 
since 2007, the year the Islamist movement Hamas 
took power.  
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GAZA: Shaaban Hamuda gives instructions to his 
delivery employee carrying a tray of steaming cups 
of coffee in front of his small stand near Rafah mar-
ket on July 13, 2020. — AFP

By Jamie Etheridge 
 
KUWAIT: Failure to extend a UN 
arms embargo on Iran could result in 
an intensification of conflicts in the 
region, a US envoy warned while on a 
diplomatic tour of the Gulf yesterday. 
“If the Security Council fails to extend 
the arms embargo by October 18, Iran 
will be able to freely buy and sell 
these weapons,” Brian Hook, US spe-
cial envoy for Iran, said during a vir-
tual press conference in Kuwait.  

In place for 13 years, the arms 
embargo prevents the Islamic 
Republic from purchasing conven-
tional weapons including attack heli-
copters, submarines, missiles, fighter 
jets and other military hardware. Its 
removal could result in ever greater 
threats to energy infrastructure and 
freedom of navigation, Hook 
explained. An increase in the purchas-
es of arms and weapons by Iran could 
also stoke a regional arms race, the 
special envoy suggested.  

Prior to the press conference, Hook 

met HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah and 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Sabah to discuss the 
upcoming UN Security Council vote. 
Hook’s visit is his second to the 
region. He has also visited Bahrain, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, United 
Arab Emirates as well as Israel to lob-
by for the embargo’s extension.  

There are five permanent members 
of the UN Security Council - China, 
France, Russia, United Kingdom and 
United States - who all hold veto 
power. Russia has said that it will not 
support an extension of the embargo. 
“Therefore, our position is clear, we 
are against such attempts, and we do 
not see any grounds for these 
attempts to succeed,” Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov said at a news 
conference in Moscow following a 
meeting with his Iranian counterpart 
Mohammad Javad Zarif last week. 

In Kuwait, the US special envoy 
also thanked Kuwait for its ongoing 
role in mediating in the Gulf dispute. 

“This dispute has gone on for too long 
and ultimately it harms our shared 
regional interests in stability, prosper-
ity and security,” Hook said. He noted 
that Washington supports unity 
among GCC members and wishes HH 
the Amir health, reaffirming that the 

US supports the Amir’s efforts for Gulf 
unity. “The United States also remains 
as committed to the security and sta-
bility of Kuwait as we were 30 years 
ago,” he added, in reference to the US 
role in supporting Kuwait’s liberation 
from Iraqi occupation. 

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 
receives US Special Representative for Iran Brian Hook yesterday. — KUNA 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: MP Riyadh Al-Adasani called yester-
day on authorities to boost monitoring of sus-
pected money laundering operations and urged 
them to refer such issues to the public prosecu-
tion. His comments came after public prosecutor 
Dherar Al-Asousi issued a decision to freeze the 
accounts of a company and 10 popular influ-
encers and ban them from leaving the country. 

The decision was taken over reports by the 
finance ministry’s financial intelligence unit, which 
constantly monitors any suspicious bank account 
movements.  

The 10 influencers are very famous in Kuwait 
and some of them are TV presenters. Adasani 
recalled that he had cautioned authorities in Dec 
2018 about the suspicious activities of such influ-
encers, saying that transactions by some of them 
exceeded KD 5 million a year, which is a lot big-
ger than their type of business. He said some of 
the suspects made highly suspicious financial 
transactions that indicated some illegal business 
behind them, adding that they have been dealing 
with unlicensed companies abroad. 

Head of the National Assembly committee that 
investigated alleged violations in the oil sector, 
MP Al-Humaidi Al-Subaei, yesterday launched a 

scathing attack on the CEO of Kuwait Petroleum 
Corp (KPC) Hashem Hashem over the investiga-
tion report. The committee demanded in its 
reports that a large number of former and pres-
ent  execut ives in  the oi l  sector  should be 
referred to the public prosecution over alleged 
financial violations. 

Hashem responded by criticizing the report, 
saying most of its findings were based on old 
remarks by the Audit Bureau, adding that the oil 
sector can easily refute the allegations, preferably 
to a neutral committee. But Subaei said that if 
Hashem is right, he should take the report to the 
Supreme Petroleum Council, the highest oil deci-
sion-making body in the country, which is headed 
by the prime minister. Subaei also warned that if 
the government does not take the report serious-
ly, the prime minister could be grilled.

MP slams ‘money  
laundering’  
influencers


