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Coronavirus in Kuwait: What we know so far
KUWAIT: Kuwait has recorded 64,379 cases 
infected with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) as 
of yesterday, in addition to 438 deaths. With the 
exception of 121 cases in intensive care, all infected 
cases are in stable condition and are recovering in 
quarantined locations designated by the government 
for this purpose, while tens of thousands have been 
discharged from quarantine after exhibiting no 
symptoms during their 14-day quarantine period, 
the Ministry of Health confirmed. Meanwhile, 55,057 
people have recovered completely after previously 
being infected with the virus, while there are 8,884 
people receiving treatment. 

 
Curfew 

Kuwait is set to move to the third phase of a five-
phase plan for a gradual return to normal life on 
June 28, 2020. The curfew will be from 9:00 pm to 
3:00 am, government and private offices will be able 
to operate with up to 50 percent capacity, mosques 
will host Friday prayers with strict social distancing 
and health precautions observed, taxis will be 
allowed to resume operations but they are allowed 
to carry only one passenger, while resorts, hotels 
and furnished apartment businesses will be allowed 
to reopen. 

Kuwait moved to the second phase on June 30, 
2020. The second phase saw the curfew shortened 
to be between 8:00 pm and 5:00 am, while resuming 
work in the government and private sectors with the 
workforce being less than 30 percent, in addition to 
resumption of constructions, banking sector, pick-
ups from restaurants, as well as reopening of com-
mercial complexes, malls, parks, and other places of 
leisure between 10:00 am and 6:00 pm. 

The first phase began on May 31, and during 
which a daily curfew was imposed from 6:00 pm to 
6:00 am, which was later reduced to start on 7:00 
pm and end at 5:00 am starting from June 21, 2020. 
Activities resumed in the first phase included home 
deliveries of restaurants, telecommunication compa-
nies, food retailers, companies’ transportation of 
employees, gas stations, private clinics and car 
workshops. Phase four would see an increase in 
workforce, restaurants would be receiving cus-
tomers but with restrictions, and public transporta-
tion resumed but with distancing. All activities 
would resume in phase five, the curfew would end, 
government and private sector would return to nor-
mal, families could gather, weddings and graduation 
ceremonies, health clubs and gyms to reopen, as 
well as cinemas and theaters. 

The first phase included a total lockdown on 
Farwaniya, Khaitan, and Hawal ly, joining 
Mahboula and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh which were put 
under lockdown earlier. The lockdown ended in 
Hawal ly and Khaitan on June 21 , 2020, in 
Mahboula and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh on July 9,2020, 

and in Farwaniya on July 26, 2020.  
 

School year ended 
The Ministry of Education announced on July 17 

ending the2019-2020 school year, with the remain-
ing part of the curriculum of the year’s second half 
will be integrated into the first chapter of the next 
academic year 2020-2021 virtually effective as of 
October 4, after modifying the curriculum. Pre-
school pupils, students of elementary and intermedi-
ate levels will be promoted to the higher classes. As 
to the high school level, students who desire to 
improve their grades can re-enroll in the scholastic 
year. As to class 12, the remaining period of the sec-
ond semester was set at six weeks, while curricula 
were amended in tandem with the complementary 
study period, due between August 9 and September 
17, and that will be via electronic means. Students’ 
assessment will be on weekly basis through interac-
tion and virtual presence at the set educational 
website. The ministry is still expected to release 
regulations regarding the start of the 2020/2021 
school year at foreign private schools. Earlier, the 
Ministry of Education had suspended classes at all 
public and private schools (for both students and 
teaching staffs); first from March 1 to March 12, and 
later extended it until March 29, before eventually 
suspending schools until August for grade 12 and 
October for other stages. 

 
Commercial flights 

Commercial flights are set to resume on August 1, 
while the airport will operate at 30 percent capacity 
during the six-month first phase of a three-stage air-
port reopening plan. The Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation presented a set of rules for the safe resump-
tion of air travel. The new rules mandate all travelers 
to wear protective facemasks and keep a hand sani-
tizer in their possession, besides strictly abiding by 
social distancing guidelines and keeping hand lug-
gage to a minimum. Departing passengers are 
required to register to the ‘Kuwait Mosafer’ app, and 
provide negative COVID-19 test results before 
boarding their flights to destinations where such 
tests are required. Citizens are also required to 
obtain travel insurance that covers COVID-19 treat-
ment. Manual checks of tickets have now been scaled 
back as a result of the pandemic in favor of the more 
popular digital e-tickets, whose scanning requires no 
physical contact. Passengers must be present at the 
airport no less than four hours before departure to 
ensure a smooth and convenient journey. 

Meanwhile, arriving passengers must register to 
the ‘Shlonik’ app before boarding, and obtain an 
accredited PCR certificate showing negative 
COVID-19 test results valid for 96 hours from the 
test’s date. Passengers will have their temperatures 
checked before boarding the plane and upon arrival, 

while a random PCR test will be conducted for 10 
percent of passengers on each flight. All arriving 
passengers must home quarantine for 14 days upon 
arrival. Kuwait had earlier sent special flights to 
repatriate Kuwaitis back home from countries 
affected with the virus’ spread. Meanwhile, the 
Cabinet announced on April 9 the operation of all 
airline flights for expats who are wishing to return 
back to their countries.  

Kuwait suspended issuing entry permits and 
visas unless those issued through diplomatic mis-
sions. The Interior Ministry issued an amnesty 
allowing residency violators to leave the country 
between April 1 and April 30 without paying any 
fines or airfare with a chance to return to Kuwait 
later. The amnesty was issued in view of the circum-
stances the country is currently going through and 
as part of the precautionary measures taken to fight 
the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). During the 
amnesty period, individuals desiring to procure valid 
residencies in Kuwait and were willing to pay the 
fines without being subjected to investigations were 
allowed to pay the fines and legalize their status if 
they meet the required conditions. 

 
Hotlines 

The Ministry of Health has set the following hot-
lines to receive inquiries about the coronavirus 24/7: 
24970967 - 96049698 - 99048619. 

The Education Ministry set the following hotlines 
to receive inquiries on school closures related to the 
anti-coronavirus measures: 
 
• 24970967 (24/7 hotline) 
• 51575591 (Capital Educational Zone) 
• 51576117 (Hawally Educational Zone) 
• 51576576 (Farwaniya Educational Zone) 
• 51577055 (Jahra Educational Zone) 
• 51577655 (Ahmadi Educational Zone) 
• 51577951 (Mubarak Al-Kabeer Educational Zone) 
• 51578171 (Religious Studies Department) 
• 51588599 (Private Education Department) 
• 51592515 (Services Department) 
• 51594544 (Public Relations Department) 

 
Medicine delivery 

Kuwait’s Ministry of Health (MOH) launched a 
new medicine delivery service for people in Kuwait, 
which they can use to order medications to be deliv-
ered during curfew hours. The medications will be 
delivered within 72 hours after the order is submit-
ted. To place an order, patients should send a 
WhatsApp to the numbers for the hospitals and 
medical centers as listed below. The patient should 
include their name, Civil ID number, hospital or clin-
ic file number, mobile phone number and the medi-
cine needed to the following numbers: 

Amiri Hospital: 50880699 

Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital: 50880755 
Farwaniya Hospital: 50880852 
Adan Hospital: 50880908 
Jahra Hospital: 50881066 
Sabah Hospital: 97632660 
Jaber Hospital: 96992079 
Ibn Sina Hospital: 99613948 
Chest Hospital: 99258749 
Razi Hospital: 97633487 
 
Kuwait Cancer Control Center: 96735242 
Psychiatric Hospital: 97350113 
Physiotherapy Hospital: 99824037 
Maternity Hospital: 98559531 
As’ad Al-Hamad Dermatology Center: 98514508 
Zain Hospital: 97552031 
NBK Hospital: 96931761 
Al-Rashed Allergy Hospital: 94162470 
Infectious Diseases Hospital: 96989164 
Palliative Care Hospital: 94024786 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Urology Center: 90952469 
KFH Addiction Treatment Center: 94169363 
 
Meanwhile, all licensed pharmacies in Kuwait 

delivering medicine are allowed to continue their 
services 24 hours a day. The Ministry of Health is 
also asking doctors and nurses affiliated with the 
private medical sector to volunteer in order to con-
tribute to the fight against the virus. Volunteering is 
available through the link: http://volunteering.q8-
ehealth.com. The ministry had closed all private clin-
ics and medical centers effective March 22, 2020 
until further notice. 

 
Mental health assistance 

The Kuwait Center for Mental Health provides 
help through its suicide hotline: 24621770 (8 am - 5 
pm). Meanwhile, the Kuwait Psychological 
Association (KPA) is providing consultation through 
the phone for people suffering from the psychologi-
cal impacts of coronavirus. Different doctors are 
working on the hotline in different timings as fol-
lows: 

Dr Rashed Al-Sahl: on Monday and Wednesday 
10:00 am - 1:00 pm. Call 9797-6168. 

Dr Fahad Al-Tasha: daily from 8:00 pm - 12:00 
am. Call 9904-8258. 

Dr Othman Al-Asfour: daily 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm. 
Call 9938-5350. 

Dr Mohammed Al-Khaldi (head of this team): 
daily 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. Call 9903-6470. 

Dr Ahmad Al-Khaldi: daily 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm. 
Call 9910-7965. 

Dr Muneera Al-Qattan: Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm. Call 9953-3108. 

Dr Zainab Al-Saffar: Sunday and Thursday 7:00 
pm - 9:00 pm. Call 9954-9908. 

Dr Sameera Al-Kandari: Tuesday 9:00 pm - 
12:00 am. Call 6770-9434. 

Dr Kawthar Al-Yaqout: Monday and Wednesday 
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Call 5521-0088. 

For information and other concerns, call 9401-4283.  

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets with His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. - KUNA photos 

Kuwait’s Deputy Amir 
receives state officials

Bahraini King inquires about Amir’s health

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Seif Palace yester-
day His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. His 
Highness Sheikh Nawaf also received Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Deputy Amir received on Sunday 
a telephone call from King Hamad bin Issa Al-Khalifa of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain. The Bahraini Monarch inquired about 
health of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, wishing him life-long health and wellbeing. His 

Highness the Deputy Amir expressed deep gratitude to King 
Hamad, appreciating such brotherly gesture that depicted depth 
of the historic and solid bonds between the two countries and 
peoples. He further wished the Bahraini King good health and 
welfare. — KUNA
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 on Thursday to complete medical treatment fol-

lowing successful surgery in Kuwait. 

Ghanem also said that he has received a govern-
ment decree rejecting a law passed by the Assembly 
which allows challenging verdicts by judges. To 
overrule the government rejection, the Assembly 
needs a two-third majority vote. The Assembly 
office will hold a meeting today to decide the date 
of the next regular session, adding that he received 
a request signed by 10 lawmakers to allocate two 
hours to debate educational issues.

Amir’s health  
‘very assuring’...
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With the coronavirus killing more than 1,000 

Americans a day, the president - who is at his best 
soaking up the adulation of supporters at live events - 
has been forced to cancel his rallies and ditch the 
Republican convention in Florida next month. 

The pandemic, which has infected 4.2 million 
Americans and killed almost 150,000, is ravaging the 
US economy and - with the outbreak largely under 
control in Europe and Asia - has highlighted the short-
comings of the US response. The president has also 
lost support over his handling of historic uprisings 
against racism and police brutality, angering local 
communities with incendiary rhetoric and a pledge to 
“surge” federal agents into numerous major US cities. 

That all is not well in Team Trump’s misfiring 
reelection bid was perhaps most evident in the presi-

dent’s recent demotion of bravado campaign manager 
Brad Parscale. With overall approval ratings perma-
nently stuck in the low 40 percent range, he is the first 
president to seek reelection after impeachment. Trump 
is offering a vision of chaos under his opponent, in 
which Biden’s desire to “abolish the American Way of 
Life” would turn US cities into crime-infested waste-
lands. But he has largely failed to expand his fervently 
loyal base with a pitch that boils down to claiming 
Biden will have Americans “cowering to radical left-
wing mobs”. On Sunday, Trump also tweeted his oft-
repeated complaint that mail-in voting will corrupt the 
election “& everyone knows it”, despite there being no 
evidence of fraud during such voting in previous elec-
tions, nor that it would be a factor in November. 

New polling of registered voters from three swing 
states released Sunday showed Trump trailing badly. 
In Florida, the president garnered 46 percent support 
against 51 percent for Biden - while in Arizona, the 
challenger was four points ahead, with 49 percent. In 
Michigan, Biden’s lead stands at 52 percent to 40 per-
cent - a larger lead than the RealClearPolitics average 
of recent national polls, which puts the former vice 
president ahead by 8.7 points. — AFP 

Faltering Trump  
banking on the...
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Ali Abu Jayab, one of the four deliverymen, could 

not afford university studies because he comes from 
a poor family. “There is no hope for young people in 
the Gaza Str ip,”  said the 25-year-old, who is 
del ighted to  have found work with Hamuda. 

“Cycling is all about freedom of movement, it’s 
sport, it’s fun and free. It’s a good idea and people 
love it,” he said. 

Sameh Juda, who owns a perfume shop, was 
seduced by the smell of Hamuda’s coffee. “I started 
by ordering a small weekly coffee and now it’s one a 
day,” he said with a grin. “Shaaban’s idea is good 
and innovative, and in addition it is very profitable 
since the bikes do not require fuel,” he said, adding 
that he appreciates the speed of delivery and order-
ing via the messaging app. Despite crippling pover-
ty in Gaza, “young people have innovative ideas that 
can enable them to find sources of income,” said 
Juda.  — AFP  

Gazans get first  
taste of coffee...


