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Kuwait eager
to implement
digital education 

KUWAIT: The Minister of Education and
Higher Education Dr Saud Al-Harbi confirmed
on Sunday the importance of transforming into
digital education under the current circum-
stances, as the ministry has been working hard
on setting a plan for the last three months. The
Education Ministry is coordinating with the
Supreme Council for Planning and
Development (SCPD) on listing the digital
transformation in the country’s development
plan, to work in accordance with the cabinet’s
program, the Minister said in a press state-
ment. Harbi assured the Education Ministry’s
keenness in implementing modern technology
in the education program, and working to
develop such methods to present a new gen-
eration that was capable of self-education and
coping with the rapid and urgent international
developments. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service
provider in Kuwait, recognized the great efforts
exerted by the Ministry of Interior’s frontliners at
traffic checkpoints by visiting them on the field as
a sign of gratitude for their great efforts in pro-
tecting the nation during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The initiative came to complement the compa-
ny’s ongoing efforts since the beginning of the cri-
sis in supporting the various government entities,
including the ministries of Health, Interior, and
others, in combating the spread of this pandemic.
Zain was extremely keen on reflecting its  national
commitment towards the nation during this crisis
early on by serving the needs of government enti-
ties that work tirelessly to protect everyone’s
health and safety.

Zain’s team visited one of the traffic check-
points with the presence of MOI Assistant
Undersecretary for Traffic and Operations Affairs
Major-General Jamal Al-Sayegh and a number of
MOI officials. The company presented a number
of MOI frontliners with a number of electronic
devices as a sign of gratitude for their great
efforts during this crisis, especially that they face
extreme heat and the danger of infection every
day to save lives and ensure everyone’s safety. 

As part of its past and ongoing initiatives dur-
ing this crisis, Zain collaborated with the Ministry
of Health to launch the ‘Shlonik’ app, which coin-
cided with the inauguration of the government’s
plan to evacuate citizens stranded abroad. The
app was developed by Zain’s team in joint collabo-
ration with the Ministry of Health (MOH) and the
Central Agency for Information Technology
(CAIT). Zain’s development of the app came as an
initiative on the company’s part to support the
country’s efforts in fighting the spread of coron-
avirus disease (COVID-19). The company also
changed its network’s name to ‘Shlonik’ to remind
everyone of the importance of downloading the
app and help the nation’s efforts in stopping the
spread of this disease. 

40,000 meals
Zain also offered over 40,000 meals in col-

laboration with the Kuwait Food Bank, where a
large number of the meals was distributed
during the week dedicated by the Ministry of
Health at Kuwait International Fairgrounds in
Mishref to conduct tests for residents who
recently entered the country. The meals were a
contribution by the company to ease the long
waiting times while waiting in line. Many meals
were also being continuously distributed at
Kuwait International Airport’s gates dedicated
for residents who are returning to their home
countries because of this crisis. 

Zain also offered many smartphone charg-
ing stations at Kuwait International Airport to
serve Kuwaiti citizens who were returning
home as  par t  o f  the  Min is t ry  of  Fore ign
Affairs’  evacuation plan to bring Kuwaitis
back from all over the world during this crisis.
This contribution aimed at facilitating commu-
nication between returning Kuwaitis and their
families as soon as they arrived at Kuwait. Zain
also continuously distributed a large number
of meals to them in collaboration with the
Kuwait Food Bank and the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

S ince  the  beginn ing of  the  cr is i s , Za in
launched a social media campaign entitled
“This is Your Time” to send positive messages
to the public about the importance of being a
responsible citizen in this time of crisis, not

listen to rumors nor spread them, take part in
volunteer efforts, commit to staying at home,
as well as abide by the authorities’ directives. 

In March, Zain also collaborated with the
Ministry of Health to offer its customers free
calls to any of MOH’s hotlines, enabling them
to inquire about any health or medical infor-
mat ion  re la ted to  coronavirus  d isease
(COVID-19) directly from the ministry’s spe-
cialized team while ensuring taking the correct
information from the official  and certif ied
sources. 

Free SMS
As part of its continuous collaboration with

the various ministries, Zain also provided the
Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Interior
with free bulk SMS messages to send medical
and awareness content to the community dur-
ing this period. In addition, the company sent a
number of awareness messages in collabora-
tion with MOH’s team through its official social
media channels. Zain also broadcasted official
MOH awareness videos on coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) in seven languages: Tamil, Telugu,
Urdu, Farsi, Filipino, Bengali, and Santhali. 

In March, Zain changed its network’s name
to STAY HOME in line with the directives of
the Council of Ministers to remind its cus-
tomers to commit to staying at home as much
as possible and contr ibute to ending this
pandemic.
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KUWAIT: Major-General Jamal Al-Sayegh with Zain’s team and MOI frontliners.
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ICSK hosts webinar
on reading’s
importance
KUWAIT: The Indian Community School Kuwait
(ICSK) takes pride in serving our students to edu-
cate them virtually through our Digital Library
System, the first of its kind. In this regard, a webinar
under the title ‘Effective use of ICSK Online
Library’ was organized recently for children on how
to use digital library effectively. Parents and stu-
dents were encouraged to attend the webinar.

Sherly Dennis, Principal of ICSK, Junior Branch,
welcomed the Guest Speaker and Presenter, Dr
Veeramani Marimuthu, Head of Library Services at
Dasman Diabetes Institute.  She aptly said, even at a
very young age, it is possible for a parent to read
with the child. This will not only develop a stronger
relationship with them but also cultivate the habit of
reading in them that will prove to be a lifelong invest-
ment for the child. Only when we sit with our kids
and read to them aloud, it gives them the skills they
need for when they begin to read by themselves. 

Dr Veeramani kept the session very interesting
and lively. He showed step-by-step procedures to

be followed to search the books that the students
need. He further guided students on how they can
avail the online facility by downloading books in the
required format. 

After completing his step-by-step presentation,
he answered the queries of parents as well as stu-
dents. At each step, Dr Veeramani stressed on how
important it is to guide our kids in the right path to
cultivate their habit of reading. 

Sunish Theethunni, Librarian at ICSK, Senior
Branch, expressed gratitude to the attendees. Sherly
thanked the participants and appreciated the librar-
ians at ICSK branches for their dedication and hard
work towards making reading more than a hobby
for today’s generation.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) announced distributing clothes to 5,000 families in need in
Kuwait on the occasion of Eid Al-Adha. —KUNA photos


