
CHENGDU: China took over the prem-
ises of the US consulate in the south-
western city of Chengdu yesterday, after
ordering the facility to be vacated in
retaliation for China’s ouster last week
from its consulate in Houston, Texas. The
seizure capped a dramatic escalation in
tensions between the world’s two
biggest economies that began when
employees at China’s Houston consulate
were seen burning documents in a court-
yard last Tuesday, hours before Beijing
announced that it had been ordered to
leave the facility. 

The US consulate in Chengdu, in
Sichuan province, was closed as of 10
am yesterday, and Chinese authorities
had entered the building from the front
door, China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said in a statement. On Friday, Beijing
announced that it had asked the United
States to close its Chengdu post, and
gave the Americans 72 hours to vacate,
the same amount of time China was giv-

en to leave its Houston mission, which
was shut on Friday. “We are disappoint-
ed by the Chinese Communist Party’s
decision and will strive to continue our
outreach to the people in this important
region through our other posts in China,”
a US State Department spokesperson
said in an email to Reuters.

At midday yesterday, police removed
a roadblock that had restricted access
to the Chengdu facility, and dozens of
passersby stopped to take photos and
videos. One man stood across the street
and played the Chinese national anthem
from his phone. Grey sheet-like material
was placed over the spot near the
entrance where a plaque had been
affixed, and over the place where there
was large lettering saying “US
Consulate General”.

The US embassy issued a video in
Chinese on its Twitter feed: “The US
consulate in Chengdu has been proudly
promoting the mutual understanding

between Americans and the people in
Sichuan, Chongqing, Guizhou, Yunnan
and Tibet since 1985. We will forever
miss you,” it said. The American flag was
no longer flying at the consulate having
been lowered at 6:18 am yesterday,
according to video shot by a journalist
and shared by state broadcaster CCTV
on its Twitter-like Weibo account. The
eagle on top of the flagpole remained.

On Sunday night, a crane was seen
entering the consulate compound and
hoisting at least one container onto a
large truck. The Chengdu consulate
opened in 1985 and had almost 200
employees, including about 150 locally
hired staff, according to its website. It
was not immediately clear how many
had been working there at the time of its
closure, after US diplomats were evacu-
ated from China because of the coron-
avirus pandemic. 

US-China relations have plunged to
their worst in decades over a range of

disputes, from trade and technology to
the COVID-19 pandemic, China’s terri-
torial claims in the South China Sea and
its clampdown on Hong Kong. On

Thursday, US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo gave a speech calling a more
assertive approach to China the “mission
of our time”. — Reuters
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CHENGDU: A police stand guard in front of the US Consulate in Chengdu, southwestern China’s Sichuan province yesterday. The American flag was lowered at the United States consulate in Chengdu, days after Beijing
ordered it to close in retaliation for the shuttering of the Chinese consulate in Houston. — AFP photos

American flag lowered at US consulate

CHENGDU: A man holds a banner and shouts ‘Chinese government is great’ in front of the US
Consulate in Chengdu, southwestern China’s Sichuan province. 

US envoy shaves 
off controversial
moustache
SEOUL: The most controversial mous-
tache in South Korea has fallen victim to
the razor’s blade, with US ambassador
Harry Harris visiting a traditional barber-
shop months after his facial hair became
the object of unusual criticism. Seoul and
Washington are security allies and the
US stations 28,500 troops in the country.
But their relationship has been strained in
recent years by differences in their
approaches to North Korea and over
cost-sharing responsibilities.

Harris has several times been the
object of controversy in the South, and
accused of high-handedness. Even his
facial hair became an issue of debate. The
envoy’s mother was Japanese and, with
Koreans still bitterly resentful of Tokyo’s
1910-45 colonization of the peninsula,
commentators claimed the moustache
alluded to the fashions of imperial gover-
nors-general from the period. In January
Harris retorted that his grooming was a
matter of personal choice, and that his
critics were “cherry picking history”.

But over the weekend he uploaded a
video to social media of him getting the
moustache shaved off at a traditional
Korean barbershop, saying he did so to
keep cool in the Seoul summer, while

wearing a mask to fight the coronavirus
pandemic. “Glad I did this,” the envoy
said in a tweet. “For me it was either
keep the ‘stache or lose the mask.
Summer in Seoul is way too hot & humid
for both. #COVID guidelines matter &
I’m a masked man!”

Seoul and Tokyo are both major US
al l ies , democracies and market
economies faced with an overbearing
China and nuclear-armed North Korea,
but are locked in bitter disputes over
historical issues. Earlier this year Harris
said: “I understand the historical ani-
mosity that exists between both of the
countries but I ’m not the Japanese
American ambassador in Korea, I’m the
American ambassador to Korea. “And
to take that history and put it on me
simply because an accident of birth I
think is a mistake.” — AFP 

SELMA: In a deeply symbolic tribute,
a lone caisson drawn by two black
horses on Sunday slowly carried the
body of John Lewis across the Alabama
bridge where in 1965 a policeman frac-
tured his skull during a protest that
helped forge his reputation as a fearless
civil rights leader.  The procession
across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in the
city of Selma came on the second of six
days of solemn commemorations for the
revered rights activist and 17-term
Georgia congressman, who died of can-
cer on July 17 at age 80.

It also came in a year when “Black
Lives Matter” protests against police
brutality have brought thousands onto
US streets, underscoring the still-raw
depths of the country’s racial history.
The procession on a warm and sunny
Sunday morning was saluted by a line
of Alabama state troopers — a starkly
different reception from what Lewis
received in the March 7, 1965 march in
Selma, when a trooper beat the then-
25-year-old to the ground with a
nightstick, nearly killing him.

That day’s march, later dubbed
“Bloody Sunday,” was considered a
turning point in the rights movement.
Lewis, then chairman of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee,

led hundreds of marchers across the
bridge along with fellow activist Hosea
Williams.  When police met them and
ordered them to disperse, the group
knelt in prayer. Police then charged,
swinging billy clubs. The day’s events
left a scar on Lewis’s head that he bore
for the rest of his life.  

‘Keep the faith’ 
The horse-drawn wagon carrying

Lewis on Sunday paused briefly at the
midpoint - where the African-American
driver, dressed in traditional black tails,
briefly removed his top hat in respect -
before completing the crossing over
the bridge, strewn earlier with rose
petals. Lewis’s casket was draped in an
American flag. Walking a short dis-
tance behind were family members,
some wearing black “Good trouble” T-
shirts in honor of Lewis’s call for con-
structive protest. On the far side, well-
wishers saluted the coffin, singing the
civil rights anthem “We Shall
Overcome.”

The casket was then transferred by
military honor guard into a hearse, to
lead a procession through the city of
Montgomery before arriving at the
State Capitol around 2:00 pm for pub-
lic viewing two hours later, according

to local media. The tributes will move
Monday to the US Capitol, where
Lewis will lie in state through Tuesday
evening, a rarely granted honor. There,
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said
Sunday on CBS, Lewis will be “sharing
that resting place with Abraham
Lincoln,” the man who ended slavery in
the US.

On Sunday, a diverse crowd of well-
wishers - some who had come from
hundreds of miles away - began
assembling near the bridge hours early.
Many wore protective masks. Lewis
had last appeared there in March, to
mark the 55th anniversary of “Bloody
Sunday.” Though ill from the pancreatic
cancer that killed him, he had insisted
on being present. Hoisted on the shoul-
ders of two supporters, he told the
crowd, “We cannot give up now, we
cannot give in.”

“We must keep the faith. Keep the
eyes on the prize. We must go out and
vote like we never, ever voted before.”
Lewis grew up in the Alabama city of
Troy. His parents were sharecroppers,
and he once worked in a cotton field.
While attending segregated schools,
Lewis was inspired by the peaceful
protests of rights leaders like Martin
Luther King Jr. On Thursday, solemn
commemorations for Lewis will end in
Atlanta, Georgia, where he will be
remembered in a private service in the
Ebenezer Baptist Church, where Martin
Luther King once preached. Lewis’s
burial will follow. — AFP

SEOUL: This combination of images shows US
Ambassador to South Korea Harry Harris after
a group interview in Seoul; and a handout of a
screen grab (right) of ambassador Harris after
having his moustache shaved at a barbershop
in Seoul. —AFP 

Rights icon Lewis in a final solemn
crossing of an Alabama bridge


