
This picture shows a view of graffiti text sprayed on a blank wall in Arbil, the capital of the northern Iraqi
Kurdish autonomous region, reading in Arabic (blue) “every time I’m about to forget you, my mother asks me
how is my beautiful daughter in law”.—AFP photos

A view of graffiti text sprayed on a blank wall in Arbil, reading in Arabic “simply by telling a girl you are poor, you
will have a new sister #Luvy”. 
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Acobra that bit a veterinary student in Brazil,
putting him in a coma, has turned into a
celebrity by sparking an investigation into an

alleged exotic animal trafficking ring. The monocled
cobra, which is native to Asia, bit 22-year-old Pedro
Krambeck Lehmkuhl on July 7 in Brasilia, sending
doctors on a frantic search for the right antivenom—
so rare in Brazil that the lone doses had to be
rushed from Sao Paulo. Questions about how the
snake ended up at the student’s apartment soon
turned into a police investigation that found 16 other
snakes at a property belonging to a friend of

Lehmkuhl’s, as well as three sharks, seven more
snakes, a Moray eel and a Tupinambis lizard at
another property.

So far the probe has led to the firing of two offi-
cials at the Brazilian environmental regulator, IBAMA,
over suspicions they facilitated fraudulent import
permits for a wildlife trafficking ring. The student’s
mother and stepfather, a police colonel, were also
questioned and fined 8,500 reals (about $1,600)
each on a charge of obstructing justice. Lehmkuhl,
who spent six days in the hospital, was released and
fined 61,000 reals. He is still under investigation.

The cobra—“Naja,” in Portuguese—has mean-
while become an internet sensation, after being
found near a shopping center where it was alleged-
ly abandoned by a friend of Lehmkuhl’s trying to get
rid of evidence. A Twitter account opened in the
snake’s name, @najaoriginal, has nearly 50,000 fol-
lowers. “In less than a week, I have taken revenge
on my oppressor, dismantled an animal trafficking
ring, freed more than 16 friends, helped a shark and
struck fear in the traffickers’ hearts,” it posted on
July 11 — one of several tweets that have gone
viral, mixing references to Brazilian pop music and

telenovelas with humorous jabs at animal trafficking.
The snake is now living at the Brasilia Zoo, which

showed off “Brazil’s most famous cobra” in an
Instagram live video Friday. The zoo’s reptiles direc-
tor, Carlos Nobrega, explained the 1.5-meter (five-
foot) snake’s care and diet to rapt fans as it slithered
about its enclosure. Despite its ordeal, “everything
seems to be OK” with the cobra, he said.—AFP 

Sao Paulo, the biggest city in coronavirus
hotspot Brazil, said Friday it was indefinitely
postponing its 2021 carnival because of the

pandemic. “Both the samba schools and the carni-
val ‘blocos’ (street parties) understand it’s not viable
to organize carnival for February next year,” Mayor
Bruno Covas told a news conference. Rio de
Janeiro, home to the largest carnival in Brazil—and
one of the most famous in the world—is considering
a similar move. Brazil has recorded more infections
and deaths from the new coronavirus than any

country except the United States: more than 2.3 mil-
lion and 85,000, respectively.

Sao Paulo state is the national epicenter,
accounting for nearly one-fourth of the death toll. Rio
has also been hard-hit. Covas did not set a new
date, but suggested “late May or early July.”
Though less famous than Rio’s, Sao Paulo’s carnival
has turned into a massive event in recent years,
drawing tens of thousands of revellers in the city of
12 million people. With its tightly packed street par-
ties, throngs of parade-watchers and passionate

embrace of all things sensual and fun, carnival in
Brazil would likely be an epidemiologist’s nightmare
during the pandemic.

Sao Paulo had already cancelled its Gay Pride
parade in June, one of the world’s biggest, and
postponed from July to November a “March for
Jesus” that draws millions of people each year. Sao
Paulo state announced Friday it was extending its
stay-at-home measures by another two weeks, to
August 10.—AFP 

“Nero set Rome on fire and Nermin
set my heart on fire.” Iraqi Kurds in
Arbil are declaring their love on the
city’s walls, their only refuge in a

conservative society. The confessions are
scrawled in bright reds and blues, in Arabic
and Kurdish, bringing life to otherwise bland alley-
ways, quiet cul-de-sacs and abandoned homes.
Some are accompanied by dates and initials
instead of full names, others by awkwardly drawn
hearts or flowers. “M + M = life,” reads one slanted
message in a dark corner.   Cracks in the walls or
water stains from leaky pipes streak through the
passionate declarations.   “I hope you will stay my
love for many more years, Ala Ziad.” 

This message, scribbled under a bridge,
includes the name of its recipient—a bold move in
a society stuck between religious tradition and
modern romance. Dotted with skyscrapers and
bars, Arbil is the capital of northern Iraq’s
autonomous Kurdish  region, widely seen as more
open-minded than the federal south. Still, the

region maintains many of the usual taboos: public
displays of affection are looked down on, women
complain of workplace discrimination and harass-
ment, while activists say they have a long way to
go to uproot the practices of female genital mutila-
tion and forced marriage.  But all’s fair in love and
walls—and Arbil is no exception.

One declaration even dares to flip religious
expressions on their head: “If I loved God as much
as I love you, he would have sent me as a
prophet.” Others take a more political tone, hailing
the struggle for an independent state or lamenting
the war in neighbouring Syria that forced thou-
sands of Kurds to flee across the border into north-
ern Iraq.  “I see the whole world in your eyes—are
you related to Damascus?” reads a message in
deep blue.   Another salutes Kobane, the Kurdish-
majority town in northern Syria that fought back
Islamic State group jihadists in 2015.  In their own
ways, these too are love letters.—AFP

A view of graffiti text sprayed on a blank wall in Arbil, the capital of the northern Iraqi Kurdish autonomous region, reading in Arabic (from right to left) “as age progresses and passes, he found no happiness nor solace”; “when
you do not find whomever you tell that you are not well, know that ‘Suwar Pics’ (Facebook page) is beside you and you can inform them”; “it’s been one year and everything is perfect, my heart, Ala Ziad”.

A view of graffiti text sprayed on a blank wall in Arbil,
reading in Arabic (blue) “it’s been one year and every-
thing is perfect, my heart, Ala Ziad”.

A view of graffiti text sprayed on a blank wall in Arbil,
reading in Arabic “I see the whole world in your eyes
— are you related to Damascus #Luvy”.

A view of graffiti text sprayed on a blank wall in Arbil,
reading in Arabic “if I loved Allah (God) as much as I
loved you, he would have sent me as a messenger
(prophet) to mankind #Luvy”.

A view of graffiti text sprayed on a blank wall in Arbil,
reading in Arabic “Nero set Rome on fire and Nermin
set my heart on fire”.

A view of graffiti text sprayed on a blank wall in Arbil,
reading in Arabic  script “Hajoura” with heart and
flowers around below, a diminutive in reference to a
beloved woman called Hajar.

A view of graffiti text sprayed on a blank wall in Arbil,
reading in Arabic “Mervyn my love, I love you; Life =
M+M”. 


