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MANCHESTER: Stuart Broad was only one
wicket away from becoming just the seventh
bowler to take 500 Test wickets as England
closed in on a series victory over the West Indies
at Old Trafford on Sunday.

Broad’s haul of 6-31 in 14 overs saw the West
Indies bundled out for 197 in reply to England’s
first-innings 369 that featured his dashing 62.
England’s second-innings 226-2 declared saw
opener Rory Burns make 90 as the West Indies
were set a huge target of 399 for victory.

And there was still time for Broad to reduce
the tourists, who had no answer to his late move-
ment off a good length,
to 10-2 at stumps on the
third day. Broad had the
struggling John
Campbell caught at first
slip for a duck by
England captain Joe
Root and then moved to
499 Test wickets when
nightwatchman Kemar
Roach was caught
behind.

Broad bowled the final over of the day’s play,
with his last ball just missing Shai Hope’s outside
edge. The only bowlers with more than 600 Test
wickets are a trio of former spinners — Sri
Lanka’s Muttiah Muralitharan (800), Australian
Shane Warne (708) and India’s Anil Kumble
(619).

The only seamers ahead of Broad are his long-
time England new-ball colleague James Anderson
(589) and the retired pair of Australia’s Glenn
McGrath (563) and the West Indies’ Courtney
Walsh (519).

‘RIDICULOUS ACHIEVEMENT’ 
Broad took all the West Indies wickets to fall

on Sunday in a combined return of 6-22 in seven
overs, with his burst of 4-11 in 22 balls ending the
visitors’ first innings after they had avoided the
follow-on.

“It’s a pretty ridiculous achievement to get to
500 (wickets),” said Burns. “Hopefully we can
keep grabbing them for him.”

England’s second innings saw Burns and Dom
Sibley (56) share a stand of 114 — England’s first
century opening partnership in a home Test since
Alastair Cook and Alex Hales put on 126 against

Pakistan at Edgbaston in
2016.

England captain Joe Root
had made a brisk 68 not out
when he declared, amid
concerns Monday’s play
could be washed out. Burns,
in common with Surrey
team-mate Ollie Pope in
England’s first innings, got
into the 90s without making
it to three figures.

Not that the left-hander, who holed out
against off-spinner Roston Chase, was too con-
cerned. “It was good to set up the team in a good
position though, that was the most important
thing.” West Indies coach Phil Simmons once
again bemoaned the failure of his team’s batsmen
to back up the bowlers in a gruelling schedule of
three back-to-back Tests that marks international
cricket’s return from the coronavirus lockdown.

“We haven’t had any centuries in the series,”
he said. “There are two days left to bat and
someone needs to get themselves a big hundred.”

“There is plenty of time in the game so we need
to be more determined to get big scores.”

DOWRICH INJURY 
West Indies wicketkeeper Shane Dowrich was

hit in the face by a 90mph Shannon Gabriel
delivery that burst through his gloves and had to
leave the field. “He was lucky it came off the

gloves first,” said Simmons. “He has a little cut on
the inside of his lip, but no damage to his teeth.”

One-day international wicketkeeper Hope ini-
tially took over behind the stumps before Joshua
Da Silva, the back-up gloveman in the Test squad
but not in the XI for this match, was allowed on.
Da Silva nearly stumped Burns, on 12, off Chase
but slipped as he tried to take off the bails. —AFP
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Neymar Jr. and Team Kuwait pose for a portrait at the Red Bull Neymar Jr’s Five World Final in Praia Grande, Brazil. 
—Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

‘We haven’t had any centuries in the series’

Rossi’s heirs shine 
in Spain despite 
clumsy celebrations
JEREZ DE LA FRONTERA: Valentino Rossi had
plenty of reasons to smile in Spain on Sunday as
his third-place finish in the Andalucia MotoGP
capped off a day when his academy graduates
also made the podium, even if their celebrations
could benefit from being less clumsy.

Rossi, 41, helped Yamaha to a podium lockout in
the second race of the season behind Fabio
Quartararo and Maverick Vinales. It was the sev-
en-time elite class world champion’s first taste of
post-race champagne since Australia last year.

However, the veteran Italian derived as much
pleasure from seeing Luca Marini — his half-
brother — and Marco Bezzechi take second and
third in Moto 2. In Moto 3, another graduate
Celestino Vietti was third.

All three riders race for Rossi’s own team —
Sky Racing VR46 in the two feeder series. “I’m so
proud of my guys because we have a great rela-
tionship. They never give up and being with them
makes me less old, or let’s say, younger,” said
Rossi.

However, Vietti, 18, needs to work on his podi-
um skills. As he tried to uncork his champagne
bottle, he cut his hand and needed 20 stitches. “It’s
a disaster,” lamented Rossi. Marini, 22, and 21-
year-old Bezzechi also caused Rossi to miss a
heartbeat or two despite their second and third-
place finishes.

After congratulating each other as they crossed
the finish line, they lost concentration and both
ended up in the gravel. “When I saw my two
motorcycles in the gravel, I said to myself ‘this
can’t be happening’,” explained Rossi. —AFP

Cricket one-day
Super League
launched 
NEW DELHI: A new one-day international Super
League to determine qualification for the 50-over
World Cup in 2023 will launch this week, the
International Cricket Council announced yesterday.

Thursday’s one-day international between world
champions England and Ireland in Southampton will be
the inaugural match of the 13-nation league, with World
Cup hosts India and the next seven highest-placed
teams automatically qualifying for the 2023 edition.

The ICC’s 12 full members and the Netherlands
will take part with each side playing four home and
four away three-match series. The coronavirus pan-
demic has caused havoc with the cricket calendar
with the 50-over and T20 World Cups pushed back.
The start of the Super League was also delayed due
to COVID-19.

The ICC said it was working with national
boards to find dates for series in the new Super
League to be “safely and practically rescheduled.”
“The decision last week to move the (50-over)
World Cup back to late 2023 gives us more time to
schedule any games lost due to COVID-19 and
preserve the integrity of the qualification process,
meaning it will be decided on the field of play,
which is important,” said ICC general manager
Geoff Allardice.

Under the previous qualifying system for last

year’s World Cup in England, the top eight teams in
the ICC rankings were joined by the top two sides
from a qualifying tournament to make up the 10-
team event.

“We’re looking forward to playing cricket again
and to the ICC men’s World Cup Super League,”
said England’s limited-overs captain Eoin Morgan.
“Given the situation, it will be quite different to the
last time we played at home, when we lifted the
World Cup at Lord’s, but it’s nice to be starting our
journey for the next edition of the tournament.”

Ireland’s captain Andrew Balbirnie said: “It is
obviously going to be a huge challenge taking on
the team that won the World Cup just a year ago,
but we have prepared well and have taken confi-
dence from our form over the early months of 2020.

“What is important is that we are getting back
on the field. I hope international cricket’s return is
steady during these challenging times.” The later
qualifying tournament will feature five of the 13
sides that fail to get through directly against five
associate nations.

The start of the Super League comes nearly a
year after the ICC launched a world Test champi-
onship between the nine top-ranked teams. “The
league will bring relevance and context to ODI
cricket over the next three years, as qualification for
the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 2023 is at stake,”
said Allardice. 

“The Super League gives cricket fans around the
world even more reasons to watch as the drama of
league cricket unfolds,” he added. Cricket came to a
grinding halt in March due to the virus outbreak
and it returned early this month with England host-
ing West Indies in a three-Test series. —AFP

Cricket: Socially 
distanced fans in 
coronavirus era 
LONDON: Surrey cricketers Mark Stoneman and Ryan
Patel on Sunday experienced something no other sports-
men in England have enjoyed since March when they
strode to the wicket at The Oval - applause from a crowd
desperate to witness live action in the flesh after the
coronavirus lockdown. The Premier League football sea-
son has been played out in empty stadia — cardboard
cut-outs of fans at some grounds proving no substitute
for noise and atmosphere.

Frankie Dettori and wonder mare Enable were applauded
into the winners enclosure at Ascot after a historic third vic-
tory in the King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes on
Saturday by 30 people.

However, they were on-course staff, trainers and owners.
Stoneman and Patel had 1,000 members — mostly from
Surrey but some from rivals Middlesex — to cheer them on
a day that even the unpredictable British weather did not
wish to ruin with the sun making welcome if sporadic
appearances.

The spectators, some drinking beer, some in Panama
hats, sat in alternate rows due to social distancing rules.

Those who came as a group or a couple could sit
beside each other in the 1845 Stand named after the year
the club was founded. Richard Gould, the long-serving
Surrey chief executive, told AFP lessons had already been
learned from Sunday’s pilot scheme — others follow at
the world snooker championships on Friday and Glorious

Goodwood racing festival next Saturday.
“Primarily how you allocate seats,” he said. “Normally

with online ticketing systems you fill your boots in terms of
selling seats but this is a different scenario. “You don’t really
want to be a trained epidemiologist just to place people in
seats. “We looked at a variety of models regarding socially
distanced seating and that has been a challenge.” The mem-
bers may have been there for a day’s live cricket but for
long-time member David Wright it was one he doubted he
would see. “Probably six or eight weeks ago I thought, no
probably won’t get to see anything,” he told AFP. “But now
I’m firmly of the view that this is perfectly possible. It’s a
nice moment. “We’re back and it feels like you have never
been away.”

‘PROVIDES REASSURANCE’ 
Wright, who fell under cricket’s spell watching it on TV

with his father back in the 1970s, says he would be fine trav-
elling farther afield to watch his beloved Surrey. “I would be
there like a shot,” said Wright, who attended Sunday’s game
with three friends.

“This feels perfectly safe. Everyone wearing masks
(when indoors) and one-way systems, the way we are seat-
ed in the ground. “I hope this is the start - not a one-off.”

Gregory Mumford joked it was great for once the crowd
at a friendly match “outnumbered the Surrey pigeons.”
Mumford had brought his wife with him although he said
she had been initially reluctant.

“I think it got to the point when we started to visit family
there was a natural progression to do different things.
“Coming here it is nice to come back to familiar territory.

“It  provides reassurance more than anything.”
Mumford acknowledges that unlike him and his wife,
who live close to the south London ground, some might
think twice about coming if they had to travel by public
transport. —AFP

Ridiculous 
achievement

MANCHESTER: England’s Joe Root plays a shot on the third day of the third Test cricket match between
England and the West Indies at Old Trafford in Manchester, northwest England. —AFP


