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Ramaphosa condemns 
surge in femicides in 
South Africa
JOHANNESBURG: President Cyril Ramaphosa on
Monday condemned as “barbaric” and “acts of
inhumanity” a surge of femicides since South Africa
eased anti-coronavirus stay-at-home measures.
Murders of women have spiralled since the start of
June, when lockdown restrictions were loosened
allowing for more movement of people, according to
the police. Speaking at a ruling African National
Congress virtual meeting, Ramaphosa said gender-
based violence “continues to plague our country
and we have been saddened by the continuous and
recurring news of men attacking and killing women
in the past few weeks.”

“Men continue to kill women in the most horrific
and barbaric fashion” he said, warning “it must end”.
In a weekly newsletter earlier, he described the
attacks as “acts of inhumanity”. One of the most
gruesome attacks was that of an eight-months preg-
nant woman whose stabbed body was found hang-
ing from a tree in Roodepoort, a western suburb of
Johannesburg. Five days later, the body of another
young woman was found on Friday dumped under a
tree in Soweto.

Police have reported several other cases of femi-
cide across the country in recent days. The reasons
for the sudden increase are being investigated.
Police Minister Bheki Cele has said that an overall
rise in crime was caused by the lifting of a ban on
the sale of alcohol. On Saturday Ramaphosa
referred to the past week as “a dark and shameful
week for us as a nation”. “We note with disgust that
at a time when the country is facing the gravest of
threats from the pandemic, violent men are taking
advantage of the eased restrictions on movement to
attack women and children,” he said in a statement.

Ramaphosa called on young men to become even
more active in fighting gender-based violence as he
spoke on the eve of the 44th anniversary of the June
16 Soweto massacre of black school children by the
apartheid regime. Springbok rugby captain Siya
Kolisi joined calls to end femicide saying “enough is
enough”. “Let’s be the generation of men to break
this attack on women,” he said to his half-a-million
Instagram followers. South Africa is ranked among
countries with one of the highest levels of intimate
partner violence in the world. A woman is killed
every three hours in South Africa, according to
police statistics - a rate five times the world average.
Around one in two are murdered by men with whom
they had a close relationship. —AFP

TAEZ: Yemeni workers use an excavator to dig graves at a specific plot for COVID-19 victims, at a cemetery in Yemen’s third city of Taez. —AFP 

NEW YORK: Global cases of the novel coronavirus
reached over 8 million on Monday, as infections
surge in Latin America and the United States and
China grapple with fresh outbreaks. The United
States still leads the world with the highest number of
infections, about 2 million or 25% of all reported cas-
es. However, the outbreak is growing fastest in Latin
America, which now accounts for 21% of all cases,
according to a Reuters tally. Brazil’s COVID-19 cases
and deaths have surged to make it the No.2 hot spot
in the world. The first case was reported in China in
early January and it took until early May to reach 4
million cases. It has taken just five weeks to double to
8 million cases, according to a Reuters tally. Global
deaths stand at over 434,000 and have doubled in
seven weeks. Although Brazil’s official death toll from
the pandemic has risen to nearly 44,000, the true
impact is likely far greater than the data show, health
experts said, citing a lack of widespread testing in
Latin America’s largest country.

In the United States, which has over 116,000
deaths, testing is still ramping up months after the
start of the outbreak. After cases declined in much of
the United States for weeks, many areas are now
reporting record new cases and hospitalizations.
Fears of a second wave in hard-hit states - or a fail-
ure to get a grip on the first wave in some others -
have led health experts to plead with the public to
wear masks, avoid large gatherings and maintain
social distance. China is also grappling with a resur-
gence of the virus just as its economy is trying to
recover from shutdowns earlier this year. After nearly
two months with no new infections, the capital
Beijing has seen a spike in cases linked to the biggest
wholesale food market in Asia.

Severe COVID risk
An estimated 1.7 billion people - more than 20

percent of the world’s population - risk becoming
severely infected with COVID-19 due to underlying

health problems such as obesity and heart disease,
analysis showed yesterday. The novel coronavirus,
which has killed more than 420,000 people globally
during the first wave of the pandemic, adversely
effects patients suffering from co-morbidities.   A
team of experts from the London School of Hygiene
and Tropical Medicine analyzed global data sets of
illnesses including diabetes, lung disease and HIV
used these to estimate how many people are at
heightened risk of serious COVID-19 infection. They
found that one in five people have at least one under-

lying health problem putting them in greater danger.
While not all of those would go on to develop

severe symptoms if infected, the researchers said
around 4 percent of the global population - around
350 million) would likely get sick enough to require
hospital treatment.  “As countries move out of lock-
down, governments are looking for ways to protect
the most vulnerable from a virus that is still circulat-
ing,” said Andrew Clark, who contributed to the
study. “This might involve advising people with
underlying conditions to adopt social distancing
measures appropriate to their level of risk.”

Clark said the findings could help governments
make decisions on who receives a COVID-19 vaccine
first when one becomes available. Consistent with
other studies about COVID risk, the authors found

that older people are in greater danger of getting
seriously unwell from the virus. Less than 5 percent
of people aged under 20 have an underlying risk fac-
tor, compared with two thirds of over 70s. Countries
with younger populations have fewer people with at
least one underlying condition, but risks vary global-
ly, according to the analysis.  Small island states such
as Fiji and Mauritius have among the highest rates of
diabetes - a known COVID-19 risk factor - on Earth,
for example. And countries with the highest preva-
lence of HIV/AIDS, such as eSwatini and Lesotho,
also need to be vigilant, said authors of the research
published in The Lancet. In Europe, more than 30 per-
cent of people have one or more health conditions, it
showed.  Writing in a linked comment, Nina Schwalbe
from Columbia University Mailman School of Public
Health, said the study showed “it is time to evolve from
a one-size-fits-all approach to one that centres on
those most at risk.” —Agencies

Disease puts 1 in 5 globally at severe COVID risk: Study

Online news wins 
subscribers around 
world but trust low
PARIS: Increasing numbers of readers are paying
for online news around the world even if the level of
trust in the media in general remains very low,
according to a report published yesterday. Around
20 percent of Americans questioned said they sub-
scribed to an online news provider (up four points
over the previous year)  and 42 percent of
Norwegians (up eight points), along with 13 percent
of the Dutch (up three points), compared with 10

percent in France and Germany.
But between a third and a half of all news sub-

scriptions go to just a few major media organisations,
such as the New York Times, according to the annual
Digital News Report by the Reuters Institute. Some
readers, however, are also beginning to take out more
than one subscription, paying for a local or specialist
title in addition to a national news source, the study’s
authors said. But a large proportion of internet users
say nothing could convince them to pay for online
news, around 40 percent in the United States and 50
percent in Britain.

YouGov conducted the online surveys of 40 coun-
tries for the Reuters Institute in January, with 2,000
respondents in each. Further surveys were carried
out in six countries in April to analyses the initial
effects from COVID-19. The health crisis brought a
revival of interest in television news - with the audi-

ence rising five percent on average - establishing
itself as the main source of information along with
online media. Conversely, newspaper circulation was
hard-hit by coronavirus lockdown measures. The sur-
vey found trust in news had fallen to its lowest level
since the first report in 2012, with just 38 percent
saying they trusted most news most of the time.

However, confidence in the news media varied
considerably by country, ranging from 56 percent in
Finland and Portugal to 23 percent in France and 21
percent in South Korea. In Hong Kong, which has
been hit by months of sometimes violent street
protests against an extradition law, trust in the news
fell 16 points to 30 percent over the year. Chile, which
has had regular demonstrations against inequality,
saw trust in the media fall 15 percent while in Britain,
where society has been polarised by issues such as
Brexit, it was down 12 points. —AFP

TEGUCIGALPA: Health workers carry the bodies of two
victims of COVID-19 on trolleys outside an improvised
tent mounted at the state Escuela Hospital in
Tegucigalpa amid the novel coronavirus pandemic.
Honduras has reported at least 323 deaths from COVID-
19 so far. —AFP
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