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HARARE: Martha Kahari was already struggling to
make ends meet after Zimbabwe’s coronavirus lock-
down forced her to stop selling second-hand clothes
and tomatoes at the side of the road in the capital
Harare. Then the council came to tear down her stall.
Since April, local authorities in Zimbabwe’s major
cities have demolished thousands of illegally built
structures that vendors like Kahari use to sell their
wares, in what authorities have said is an effort to le-
gitimize informal trade in the city. With her stall de-
stroyed, the 40-year-old disabled mother of two has
given up hope of being able to afford rent or pay back
the money she borrowed to buy the stock she
planned to sell once the lockdown was lifted. “If I
don’t settle the loan soon, they will come and take my
goods,” she said.

“Because I’ve been deprived of income, I have to
live in one room at my in-laws’ with my two children
and my property. We have no money for food and no
one is helping us.” Vendors and informal workers’
groups in Zimbabwe say that city officials, with the
support of the national government, are exploiting the
lockdown to destroy makeshift shops and market
stalls while their owners are observing stay-at-home
orders. Oliver Chidawu, minister of state for Harare,
and the city’s mayor Herbert Gomba said in a joint
statement in April that they had “noted with concern
the anxiety that has gripped players in the informal
sector” since the demolitions began.

The aim of the operation was to remove illegal
businesses and ensure that cities are “clean, orderly
and well-managed” while also making sure councils
don’t lose out on potential revenue, they said. Crack-
downs on informal traders, who make up more than
three-quarters of the country’s population, according
to the Informal Economy Traders Association, are a

frequent occurrence in Zimbabwe. The last major
wave of demolitions happened early last year, when
about 2,500 stalls were torn down in Harare and Chi-
tungwiza, a town about 30km south of the capital.

Samuel Wadzai, executive director of the Vendors
Initiative for Social and Economic Transformation
(VISET), a union based in Harare, said the current op-
eration has destroyed the livelihoods of more than 3

million vendors. Having already gone without income
since the southern African nation went into lockdown
on March 30, many vendors lost essential stock and
prized possessions when their stalls were destroyed,
Wadzai said. “Our members lost merchandise and
property worth millions of dollars in the nationwide
blitz,” he said. Vendors’ rights advocates note that
with Zimbabwe in the grips of an economic crisis that
has seen soaring food prices and food shortages, ven-
dors have spent any savings they had on feeding their
families. Now they will have no place to work from
and no way to buy new stock once the lockdown is
lifted, Wadzai said.

Hawking from home
To survive, some vendors have turned to social

media to ask for money and food donations, while
others are hawking from their homes. Bidnock Ku-
naka, 55, had two stalls - one in Kuwadzana suburb
where he lives and another in central Harare - from
which he sold various commodities, ranging from
fruits and vegetables to hardware. Because he was
home observing lockdown rules, he learned about the
demolitions from media reports and fellow vendors.

When he finally had the chance to check on his
stall in Kuwadzana, he found only the shell left. Ven-
dors were given no warnings that the demolitions
were coming, Kunaka said. “I can’t put food on the
table now. The cash I had set aside to stock the busi-

ness, we have exhausted on food and other household
needs,” said the father of four. Without that working
capital, Kunaka, who became a vendor in 2016 after
losing his job as a factory worker, said it will be im-
possible to restart his business after the lockdown.
Instead, he has turned a portion of the land at his
house into a market garden, where he is growing car-
rots, onions and leaf greens. “I’m hoping from the gar-
den I will manage to generate income to feed the
family and to start vending again,” he said.

Designated spaces
Wadzai at VISET said the criminalization of ven-

dors and the demolition of their stalls goes against
the state’s responsibility to promote small busi-
nesses. City officials have promised to accommo-
date vendors in approved spaces that will be
designated for use by market vendors once the
lockdown is lifted. “The city of Harare and other
local authorities are already in the process of iden-
tifying and preparing alternate workplaces for in-
formal traders,” Chidawu and Gomba said in their
joint statement. But Wadzai said the committees de-
ciding how to allocate and use those spaces had not
reached out to any vendors or informal workers’
unions for their input. “It is not fair for the authori-
ties to take advantage of COVID-19 lockdown to
attack the livelihoods of people and without any
consultation,” he said over the phone. —Reuters
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Authorities demolish thousands of illegally built structures

‘Guardians not 
warriors’: US
mayor orders 
police reforms
ATLANTA: The mayor of Atlanta ordered
immediate police reforms on Monday after
the fatal shooting of a black man by a white
police officer in the US city sparked further
outrage over the deaths of African-Ameri-
cans at the hands of law enforcement. “Our
police officers are to be guardians and not
warriors in our communities,” Atlanta
Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms told a press
conference. Bottoms described Friday
night’s police shooting of 27-year-old
Rayshard Brooks as a “murder” and said it
“didn’t have to end that way.” “It angered
me and it saddened me beyond words,” the
mayor said. Brooks’s death came two-and-
a-half weeks after the death of George
Floyd, a black man killed by a white police
officer in Minneapolis. Floyd’s May 25
death ignited a wave of protests for racial
justice and police reform across the United
States. It also triggered a national soul-
searching of the country’s checkered past
regarding racism.

President Donald Trump is due to sign an
executive order Tuesday to encourage “best
practices” among the police, but the move
will likely fall short of calls for a fundamental
shake-up of the service. Bottoms outlined
reforms to standard operating procedures
including use of deadly force policies and a
“duty to intervene” if an officer sees mis-
conduct by another policeman. “This is the
beginning of a great deal of work that lies
ahead of us,” she said. “It is clear that we do

not have another day, another minute, an-
other hour to waste.”

The mayor’s address came after thou-
sands of demonstrators marched on the
Georgia state capitol in Atlanta to protest
Brooks’s death. Georgia prosecutors said
they were weighing bringing charges
against the policeman who shot Brooks in
a Wendy’s parking lot. “If that shot was
fired for some reason other than to save
that officer’s life or to prevent injury to him
or others, then that shooting is not justified
under the law,” Fulton County district at-
torney Paul Howard said. The officer, Gar-
rett Rolfe, was dismissed from the force,
and Atlanta’s police chief resigned within
hours of the shooting.

‘They need to be put away’ 
Trump described the Atlanta incident as

“very disturbing.” “It’s about law and order

but it’s about justice also, and it’s about
safety,” he said ahead of unveiling the ex-
ecutive order on police standards. Trump
has condemned Floyd’s death but has re-
jected accusations of systemic racism in
the police force.

Tomika Miller, Brooks’s wife, told “CBS
This Morning” that Rolfe and the other
officer who was on the scene should go
to jail. “If it was my husband who shot
them, he would be in jail,” Miller said.
“They need to be put away.” Brooks was
shot while running away after a scuffle
with the two officers, which was caught
on video. The autopsy report said he died
of two gunshot wounds in the back.
Thousands of demonstrators chanting
“Black lives matter” took part in the
march on the capitol, where the Georgia
legislature was holding its first session
since the coronavirus pandemic. — AFP 

ATLANTA: A man stands on a table on a patio railing outside a burned Wendy’s restau-
rant on the third day, following Rayshard Brooks shooting death by police in the
restaurant parking lot in Atlanta, Georgia. — AFP 

After Floyd death,
police face calls on 
screening recruits
MINNEAPOLIS: As he watched the video
of George Floyd’s dying moments, martial
arts instructor Andre Balian recognized the
white police officer kneeling on the black
man’s neck for nearly nine minutes. “There’s
no perceivable way that he could not know
what kind of damage he was either doing or
capable of doing in that situation,” Balian
said of Derek Chauvin, the now ex-officer
who has been charged with murdering
Floyd in Minneapolis.

“A knee on someone’s neck that’s on the
ground could be like a killing blow if it’s ap-
plied with a harsh amount of force. “He
knew what he was doing and that it was
wrong, and they better not let him off the
hook for it,” said Balian, who still teaches at
the Southern Praying Mantis Kung Fu As-
sociation where he encountered Chauvin
two decades ago. Chauvin, who spent 19
years on the Minneapolis force before being
sacked over Floyd’s killing, racked up 17
complaints during his career, including one
when he yanked a woman from her car for a
minor speeding offense.

While Balian was shocked to watch the
video of Floyd’s death on May 25, he re-
called his unease about Chauvin as a stu-
dent, describing him as a “jerk” who would
stand with arms folded and glare at those
around him. James Butcher, an expert in
psychological screening exams for aspiring
police officers, said anyone capable of such

violence should never have been recruited
in the first place. “It’s very difficult to believe
that someone who was supposed to be
screened for mental health issues or mental
health problems would engage in that ex-
tensive physical abuse against another per-
son,” Butcher told AFP. 

Personality disorders 
An emeritus professor at the University

of Minnesota, Butcher’s work for 40 years
has focused on a standardized psychologi-
cal test that assesses personality traits and
mental problems. Called the Minnesota
Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI),
it is used internationally to weed out unfit
police applicants, although not all depart-
ments use it. “If he was given the MMPI, in
all likelihood he would have shown up on the
MMPI as having personality problems, per-
sonality disorders, antisocial features, and

so forth,” Butcher said. “It’s very apparent
that there was some problem with detecting
the personality disorders that were showing
up in his behavior.”

One of the three other officers who were
fired and charged over Floyd’s death, Tou
Thao, was the subject of six complaints in
seven years. One prompted a lawsuit alleg-
ing excessive force during the arrest of a
suspect whose teeth were smashed, al-
though the case was settled out of court.
The Minneapolis force also faced questions
over its screening of recruits after another
of its officers shot dead an Australian-
American woman, Justine Ruszczyk Da-
mond, in 2017. During his murder trial,
prosecutors said Mohamed Noor’s pre-em-
ployment screening predicted that he would
have difficulty with stressful police work as
he was impatient over minor infractions and
disliked interacting with people. —AFP 

ATLANTA: People gather for a civil rights National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People’s (NAACP) protest march in Atlanta, Georgia. — AFP 
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North Korea
blows up 
liaison office
SEOUL: North Korea blew up an
inter-Korean liaison office on its side of
the border yesterday, after days of in-
creasingly virulent rhetoric from Py-
ongyang. The demolition came after
Kim Yo Jong - the powerful sister of
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un -
said at the weekend the “useless north-
south joint liaison office” would soon
be seen “completely collapsed”. South
Korean television pictures showed
smoke rising from a long-shuttered in-
dustrial zone just across the border in
Kaesong, where the office was set up
less than two years ago.

Analysts say Pyongyang may be
seeking to manufacture a crisis to in-
crease pressure on Seoul while nuclear
negotiations with Washington are at a
standstill. Seoul’s presidential Blue
House called an emergency meeting of
the National Security Council, Yonhap
said.†The liaison office was opened in
September 2018, days before the
South’s President Moon Jae-in flew to
Pyongyang for his third summit with
Kim, and around 20 officials from each
side were stationed at the office during
subsequent months.

But inter-Korean relations soured
following the collapse of the Hanoi
summit between Kim and US President
Donald Trump in February last year
over sanctions relief and what the
North would be willing to give up in re-
turn. Operations at the office were sus-
pended in January because of the
coronavirus pandemic. And since early
June, North Korea has issued a series
of vitriolic condemnations of the South
over activists sending anti-Pyongyang

leaflets over the border — something
defectors do on a regular basis.

Pyongyang’s official Korean Central
News Agency said yesterday the liai-
son office’s destruction was in line with
“the mindset of the enraged people to
surely force human scum and those
who have sheltered the scum to pay
dearly for their crimes”. Last week Py-
ongyang announced it was severing all
official communication links with Seoul.
“North Korea has started a provoca-
tion cycle with stages of escalation,”
said Leif-Eric Easley, a professor at
Ewha University in Seoul, calling the
destruction of the office “a symbolic
blow to inter-Korean reconciliation and
cooperation”.†”The Kim regime is also
signaling the United States won’t have
the luxury of keeping North Korea on
the back-burner for the remainder of
the year,” he added.

Relations soured 
Since Pyongyang condemned the

leaflet launches - usually attached to
hot air balloons or floated in bottles —
†the Unification ministry has filed a
police complaint against two defector
groups and warned of a “thorough
crackdown” against activists. On
Monday, the left-leaning Moon urged
the North not to “close the window of
dialogue”.

The two Koreas remain technically
at war after Korean War hostilities
ended with an armistice in 1953 that
was never replaced with a peace treaty.
Last week the North criticized Trump
in a stinging denunciation of the US on
the second anniversary of the Singa-
pore summit, with its foreign minister
Ri Son Gwon accusing Washington of
seeking regime change. US diplomats
insist that they believe Kim promised in
Singapore to give up his nuclear arse-
nal, something Pyongyang has taken no
steps to do. The North is under multiple
international sanctions over its banned
weapons programs. — AFP 

US to resume 
executions July 
after 17 years
WASHINGTON: The United States
will resume federal executions on July
13, after a 17-year stay, the Justice De-
partment said Monday. There have
been just three federal execution since
the death penalty was reinstated by
the US government in 1988. Attorney
General  Bill Barr announced a year
ago he intended to resume the use of
the death penalty for federal crimes.
Five convicted murderers were sched-
uled to undergo lethal injections in
December 2019 and January of this
year at the federal penitentiary in
Terre Haute, Indiana. 

But at the last minute, the US
Supreme Court refused to lift a stay
on federal executions, saying that -
“in light of what is at stake” - the
block on executions should be re-
viewed by an appeals court. In April,
an appeals court in Washington ap-
proved the use of pentobarbital for
lethal injections, and Barr ordered
that new execution dates be set for
four of the five convicts. “We owe it
to the victims of these horrific
crimes,” Barr said in a statement.

Following his order, the Bureau of
Prisons scheduled the executions to
take place between July 13 and August
28. Among the four is Daniel Lewis
Lee, an avowed white supremacist,
who was sentenced to death for the
1996 murder of a family of three, in-
cluding an eight-year-old girl. The
mother of one of his victims, Earlene
Peterson, opposes Lee’s execution due
to her religious convictions and ap-
pealed to US President Donald Trump
to grant Lee clemency. “I can’t see how
executing Daniel Lee will honor my
daughter in any way,” Peterson said in
a video posted online. “In fact, kind of
like it dirties her name because she
wouldn’t want it and I don’t want it.”

Trump, who is a fervent advocate
of the death penalty and has even
said it should be applied against
drug dealers, did not grant her ap-
peal. According to opinion polls,
support for the death penalty has
declined in recent years and is down
to around 54 percent from 80 per-
cent in the early 1990s. Only a hand-
ful of states, mainly in the US south,
still carry out executions. Twenty-
two people were executed in 2019.
Most crimes in the United States are
heard in state courts, but some are
handled by federal prosecutors, such
as hate crimes, some particularly
heinous crimes or those that take
place on military installations or Na-
tive American reservations. — AFP 


