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A photograph shows the sunset in the town of Oia in the island of Santorini as the country prepares for the return of 
tourists to Greece from around 30 countries by air, sea and land.—AFP photos 

A woman sits with her dog 
as she looks at the sunset 
in the town of Oia in the 
island of Santorini.  

A view of the town of Fyra in the island of Santorini.  

S
pectacular sunsets over its ancient volcanic 
crater make the Greek island of Santorini a mag-
net for tourists. With the first post-lockdown 

groups of overseas visitors due to return on Monday, 
the island is torn between impatience to get back to 
business and fear of an upsurge in coronavirus cases. 
In the quiet alleys of Fira, the island’s capital, time is 
passing by to the rhythm of church bells—a reminder 
of the vanishing hours that separate the town from a 
flood of tourists.   “We’re desperate about tourists, we 
need them and we want them. If we don’t have the peo-
ple, how will we survive,” says Michalis Drosos, who 
works in a souvenir shop in Fira. The tourist season 
officially reopens on Monday in Greece after three 
months of restrictions that have halted large-scale 
tourism, a sector that makes up a quarter of Greece’s 
economic output. 

Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis chose 
Santorini to inaugurate the season with great pomp on 
Saturday, inviting tourists to marvel at the “stunning 
sunset” that has made the island famous. “We are 
incredibly lucky to be here without any other tourists,” 
says Cedric Delourme, a Frenchman who came with his 
family, one of the few tourists walking around the 
island.   The Gallini Hotel is expecting a group of 
Americans on Monday, but manager George Roussos 
says he is “never sure” because “something can happen 
at the last minute”.   The Americans arrive via Athens 
after a stopover in Germany.  

Santorini airport will not reopen to international 
flights until July 1, like all regional airports in 
Greece. But travellers from around 30 countries will 
once again be welcomed at the airports of Thessaloniki 
and Athens, and will be able to travel on to the islands.  
“We are restarting the country’s most important pro-
duction engine and we are putting an end to the 
anguish of 700,000 workers in the tourism sector,” 
Tourism Minister Harry Theoharis said in Santorini.   
However, some of those 700,000 are still concerned 
about the coronavirus pandemic—which has so far 
largely spared Greece with only 183 deaths.  

 
‘On edge’  

“Everyone’s scared, maybe we’ll catch the coron-
avirus,” says Orestis Papoulias, manager of a beach bar 
on the black sand beach of Perissa.      “As soon as the 
tourists arrive, we’ll get new cases,” says Canadian 
Stephane Saat, who has spent 12 years as a tourist guide 
in Santorini.  “If they tell us that there are too many cas-
es, we’ll have to close down again, but what do we do? 
We don’t have any money left and we’re on edge.” 

For similar reasons, the manager of the Mylos Hotel 
Panos Kontoulis is hesitant about reopening: “Things 
change all the time, every day, we have to keep all the 
guests and all employees safe.” The procedures for 
protection against the coronavirus put a heavy burden 
on hotels, says George Roussos. Each hotel must have a 
doctor per hotel, a room for possible quarantines and a 
local hospital capable of carrying out tests.   But he is 
philosophical about the measures: “You have no choice, 
it’s a matter of health.”  

Restaurateur Evangelos Gidaropoulos is among 
those who believe Greece’s record of handling the 
virus—with far fewer cases than other nations in 
southern Europe—will stand it in good stead. “I believe 
generally that people around the world will recognise 
that and prefer to come to Greece,” he says. Bearing 
out his theory, Chinese tourist Max Han reflects that 
the government has “very good control” over the virus 
as he wanders the famous blue domes and spectacular 
cliffs of Oia.  “I feel very, very safe here,” he says. “That 
is why I chose to travel to Santorini and next week I am 
going to Crete. No problem for me to worry about the 
virus.”—AFP  

 

Fear and impatience as Santorini  
awaits return of mass tourism 

A woman prepares her souvenir shop in the island of Santorini. 

People walk in the empty alleys in the town of Fyra in the island of Santorini.  

People walk in the empty alleys in the town of Fyra in the island of Santorini.  

D
iego the giant Galapagos tortoise 
whose tireless efforts are credited 
with almost single-handedly saving 

his once-threatened species, was put out 
to pasture Monday on his native island 
after decades of breeding in captivity, 
Ecuador’s environment minister said. 
Diego was shipped out from the 
Galapagos National Park’s breeding pro-
gram on Santa Cruz to remote and unin-
habited Espanola. “We are closing an 
important chapter” in the management of 
the park, said the minister Paulo Proano 
on Twitter, adding that 25 tortoises 
including the prolific Diego, “are going 
back home after decades of reproducing 
in captivity and saving their species from 

extinction.” Espanola welcomed them 
“with open arms,” he said. 

Before being taken back by boat to 
Espanola, the 100-year-old Diego and 
the other tortoises had to undergo a 
quarantine period to avoid them carrying 
seeds from plants that are not native to 
the island. Diego weighs about 80 kilo-
grams (175 pounds), is nearly 90 cen-
timetres (35 inches) long and 1.5 meters 
(five feet) tall, if he really stretches his 
legs and neck. Diego’s contribution to the 
program on Santa Cruz Island was par-
ticularly noteworthy, with park rangers 
believing him responsible for being the 
patriarch of at least 40 percent of the 
2,000-tortoise population.—AFP 

T
he American streetwear designer 
Matthew M. Williams was named 
Monday as the new head of aristo-

cratic French fashion house Givenchy. The 
34-year-old creator is the second US 
streetwear star to be given the reins of a 
major French luxury label, after his friend 
Virgil Abloh, who designs Louis Vuitton 
menswear. Like Abloh, Chicago-born 
Williams first worked with the rapper Kanye 
West before going out on his own with his 
1017 ALYX 9SM brand. 

Based in Italy, where Williams now lives, 
it has become so hot it got a name check 
alongside Nike in Canadian singer Drake’s 
new song “Toosie Side”. “It’s been my life-
long dream to be in this position, and it is 
really surreal that it is finally here,” Williams 
said in a post on Instagram. “I have worked 
every day for 15 years towards this single 
goal.   “At the same time, it’s bitter-sweet 
because we are living in unprecedented 
times and I just hope in some way I can 
bring hope and with my community create 
positive change for the industry and for the 
world,” he added. Williams has previously 
said that he owes everything to Kanye West, 
who is married to Kim Kardashian. 

 
Kanye West is his mentor  

“He is the person that gave me my first 
break. I created a suit jacket for him to wear 
to the Grammys when I was 21. He then 
asked me how much I got paid, to which I 
replied, ‘Nothing.’ And he said, ‘Okay, I’m 
going to give you double nothing to come 
work with me.’   “The next day I was on a 

plane with him to Japan. He’s been an amaz-
ing friend and mentor,” Williams said. The 
designer later founded the cult music and 
fashion collective Been Trill with West, 
Abloh and fellow US streetwear sensation 
Preston Heron.  

Their most notorious creation was a set 
of laces bearing the legend “F**k Off” that 
cost $100. Sidney Toledano, of LVMH, the 
French fashion giant of which Givenchy is a 
part, said it had “watched Williams grow 
into a great talent. “I believe his singular 
vision of modernity will be a great opportu-
nity for Givenchy to write its new chapter.” 

The name of Williams’ own brand comes 
from his daughter Alyx (pronounced “a-
leeks”) and his own date of birth, October 
17. 

 
‘Something that deserves to exist’  
As well as his street cred, Williams 

has eco credentials from his belief that 
clothes should be made to last a lifetime. 
“There are too many clothes on this Earth. 
If I am going to take the responsibility of 
making clothing, I need to make something 
that deserves to exist,” he told GQ maga-
zine. The American replaces the British 
designer Clare Waight Keller, who stepped 
down in April after three years at the fabled, 
but until her arrival rather faded house. Her 
biggest coup was making the wedding dress 
for Meghan Markle when she married 
Britain’s Prince Harry in 2018. 

Waight Keller, 49, also created a 
menswear range for the label that was once 
the favourite of Audrey Hepburn as well as 
bringing it back into the Paris haute couture 
ranks. Williams, however, will only design 
Givenchy’s men’s and women’s collections, 
which is sure to spark speculation that the 
brand is withdrawing from the elite Paris 
shows. His first Givenchy show will be in 
Paris in October.—AFP  

 

US streetwear star Williams takes 
 over at French label Givenchy 

The American streetwear 
designer Matthew M. Williams. 

In this file photo Diego, a tortoise of the endangered Chelonoidis hoodensis subspecies 
from Espanola Island, is seen in a breeding centre at the Galapagos National Park on 
Santa Cruz Island in the Galapagos archipelago.—AFP  

Giant tortoise Diego, a  
hero to his species, is home 


