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The coronavirus is spreading rapidly in the
world, and the Middle East is no exception.
Now it is here in Kuwait. On Feb 24, Kuwait

reported its first cases. The most common ques-
tions and debates are about how it arrived here,
who brought it, what should we do, are closing
schools enough, should we start storing food and
medical supplies, etc. Are we confronting a direct
threat of illness and death when mingling with
infected people, and are we witnessing a new
epidemic? 

Inquiries, arguments, prayers, medical advice
and tweets have been abundant in the past few
days. Five of the nine Middle Eastern countries
that reported infections said their first cases were
travelers from Iran. These countries are Lebanon,
Kuwait, Bahrain, Iraq and Oman. 

I believe the emergence of cases in Kuwait was
only the first shock. The worst part was the gov-
ernment procedures in dealing with the matter,
which caused the biggest jolt in the hearts of
Kuwaitis. The government measures were totally
inconsistent with the seriousness of the unknown
virus. The lack of a suitable quarantine and isola-
tion for possibly infected people was the biggest
shock indeed! Authorities moved a group of peo-
ple from the airport to a local hotel and now they
are transferred to a coastal resort - shouldn’t a
quarantine site be in a hospital?!

Several people blamed the minister of health as
the person in charge for the absence and lack of
precautionary medical preparations. Many people
expressed their anger and disappointment over the
government’s failure on facing the situation on
social media, specifically Twitter. I also think it was
bad enough for some doctors to air their personal
opinions, which I think the ministry of health needs
to control, because the statements  varied between
exaggeration or ignoring the issue.

No one can ignore the virus - it is all over the
world. The virus has no vaccine yet and can be
fatal for the elderly and those with health condi-
tions such as heart disease and diabetes. I think all
MENA governments including Kuwait must shut all
borders with infected states to protect their popu-
lations and monitor all arrivals to the country. This
I believe requires collaborative communication and
hard work to reduce the risks of disease importa-
tion and transmission and boost the number of sur-
vivors who get sick from the virus. 

The government needs to act in a transparent
manner by clearly informing the people what is
happening. This is a public health issue. People
should be provided updated information, not to
make them afraid, but to give them the right guid-
ance to remain aware. All what most people wish
to see now is an effective quarantine for infected
people, because poor control at healthcare facili-
ties might lead to a disaster and turn a few cases
into greater numbers, something no one wishes
happens.

The virus

Muna@kuwaittimes.net  

By Muna Al-Fuzai 

local spotlight

Teachers traveling during break must provide
health report before resuming work in Kuwait

Co-ops make products against COVID-19 infection available for shareholders free of charge
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Teachers who leave Kuwait during
the schools’ impromptu coronavirus-related
suspension will not be allowed to show up to
work after the end of the break on March 15
unless they provide reports from the Ministry
of Health (MoH) certifying they are clear of
any infection. This announcement was made
by Ministry of Education’s (MOE) assistant
undersecretary for public education Osama
Al-Sultan, and after he chaired a recent
meeting with educational zone directors to
discuss the latest developments and precau-
tionary measures the ministry plans on
applying in various schools after resuming
the second term.

During the meeting, Sultan stressed the
need to activate the role of crisis teams and
handed each director a special mobile with a
hotline to use in submitting real-time reports
of the latest developments in case of detect-
ing any suspected cases. Sultan also urged
directors to circulate emergency numbers to
all school directors to communicate 24/7
with school health departments. Sultan urged
school directors to take all precautionary
measures prior to resuming school by sani-
tizing all classes, seats, water closets and cor-
ridors, and supply facemasks for all students. 

Chairman of Kuwait University’s (KU)
teaching staff society Dr Ibrahim Al-Humoud
said meanwhile that suspending school and
the absence of all students and teaching staff
members ought to be utilized to enhance

COVID-19 prevention measures through
three steps, starting with strict sanitization of
all classes, labs and facilities, equipping col-
lege clinics with the needed detection
devices and connecting those clinics with
MoH centers, in addition to preparing publi-
cations with guidelines for both students and
staff members. 

Full packages
Meanwhile, Kuwait Union of Consumer

Cooperative Societies (KUCCS) Chairman
Meshaal Al-Sayyar said all co-ops have been
instructed to prepare full packages of prod-
ucts to be used to prevent COVID-19 infec-
tions and distribute them to shareholders free
of charge. Sayyar added that the packages
will include various sanitizers and antiseptics
and that each co-op will invite shareholders
to get them once they are fully prepared and
ready. Sayyar added that all local antiseptic
product factories have been notified and
urged to provide local co-ops with all their
production to face any increase in demand.
He also noted that KUCCS recently received
250,000 facemasks out of a million pieces to
be distributed for free. This comes as the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI)
announced yesterday closing three pharma-
cies and a commercial store for violating the
laws and regulations on selling products
needed to prevent coronavirus infections. 

Prison visits stopped
In the meantime, well-informed security

sources announced that, effective today, all
visits to the central prison and prison inmates
will be suspended for a fortnight. In collabo-
ration with MoH, the correctional facilities
directorate provided a special medical team
to examine all officers, warrant officers and
all laborers dealing with the prison and man-
dated all members to wear facemasks inside
the prison. 

Sign language 
The information ministry announced plans

to launch sign language services accompany-
ing all KTV 1 and KTV2 news programs from
2 pm this afternoon. In this regard, official
ministry sources said that the service will be
launched upon direct instructions from assis-
tant undersecretary for TV Saud Al-Khaldi. 

Staff layoffs
Informed sources said MoH has suspended

listing expat temporary employees to be laid
off until the current coronavirus situation is
over. The sources added that MoH had been
instructed to prepare lists and databases of
expats working for monthly payments pend-
ing their termination after keeping those
needed, especially since their numbers had
been multiplying without real productivity,
which made the ministry earlier to link their
monthly payment to their actual work, as
some of them were appointed without show-
ing up for work. Further, the sources said
Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah plans to
sign the termination decision once the current

urgent situation is over, exempting bedoons
and notifying expats by the end of July. 

Voter registration
In other news, the Ministry of Interior

(MoI) announced finishing voter registrations
and displaying them at various committees

until March 15, before publishing the lists in
the official gazette so that voters can check
them and officially request any amendments
and transfers. The ministry added that final
adjustments will be done by April 5 in order
to update the lists prior to the coming parlia-
mentary elections. 

KUWAIT: Muslim men wearing protective masks perform Friday prayers at a
mosque in Kuwait City on February 28, 2020. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Despite an announcement by Kuwait to sus-
pend classes at schools and universities for two weeks
from today, some teachers at various private schools in
Kuwait have been asked to report to work today. Some
said they have to report for the planning and reprogram-
ming of school calendars to cope with the loss of the two
weeks. “We were told to report in order to plan for the
graduation and changes in school calendar activities,” a
vice principal of a school in Kuwait told Kuwait Times on
the condition of anonymity. 

One school in Salwa said there was a plan to continue
school activities in a hotel. “I hope it’s just a rumor,
because definitely it’s against the ministry of education’s
directive,” a teacher said. “I believe what this school is
doing is wrong. They are deliberately going against the
directive against public gatherings by having over 200
plus staff members go to work during these weeks. It
could be very harmful for everyone’s health,” another
teacher argued. 

An announcement by a bilingual school said: In view of
current conditions in the country and in line with the min-
istry of education’s decision to suspend studies for stu-
dents and workers in all schools, it has been decided to
adhere to the scheduled holiday which starts from March 1,
2020 to March 14, 2020, and to resume school on Sunday,
March 15, 2020. To make up for this two-week period, it
was decided to cancel the vacation that was scheduled for
April 12 to April 16, 2020, and the other week will be com-
pensated by attendance on five Saturdays.

Some teachers
called to work
despite closure

WASHINGTON: Kuwait’s Embassy in Washington asked
its nationals in the United States to postpone their travel
plans pending further notice on the exit and entry process
against the backdrop of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
outbreak worldwide. 

A statement by the embassy advised the Kuwaiti citi-
zens and students in the US to keep updated on COVID-
19 and abide by the guidelines set in this regard by the US
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
through the website www.cdc.gov. Warning against inac-
curate news relating to the disease. It also called on them
to contact the following phone numbers for any informa-
tion; The embassy’s hotline: +12022620758, Consulate
New York hotline: +19172426688, and hotline of the
Cultural Office in Washington: 1+ 2023642104. 

Kuwaitis in Italy evacuated 
Meanwhile, a special airplane, operated by Kuwait

Airways, evacuated on Friday dozens of Kuwaiti nationals
from the Italian capital, in cooperation with Kuwait
Embassy and in response to the spread of Coronavirus,
known as COVID-19. Kuwait’s Charge d’Affaires, Sami Al-
Zamanan said during his supervision of the procedures for
the travel of citizens at Rome International Airport that the
special flight, operated by Kuwait Airways, took off on
time with 53 Kuwaitis wishing to return home.

Zamanan indicated that the embassy is in continuous
contact with the rest of the Kuwaitis who did not leave
yesterday in preparation for facilitating their travel on the
upcoming Kuwaiti airline flights scheduled starting from
today. The official noted that the first plane evacuated
more than 100 citizens from Milan last Wednesday. Many
countries halted flights to and from Italy due to the emer-
gence of many Covid-19 infections in Italy. — KUNA

Kuwaitis in US
urged to put travel
plans on hold

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry
announced yesterday that medical face masks will be
available for distribution at the supplies storage centers
throughout the country. The measure is in line with
instructions by His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Minister of
Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan held meet-
ings with representatives of government departments for
coordination on the masks’ distribution. The ministry said
in a statement that the conferees had worked out a plan
for the masks’ distribution, with deployment of volunteers
by the Public Authority for Youth. The meeting involved
the commerce undersecretary Abdullah Al-Afasi, the
social affairs undersecretary Abdulaziz Al-Shuaib, the
assistant undersecretary for medicines and food supervi-
sion Abdullah Al-Bader, the assistant undersecretary for
administrative and financial affairs at the Civil Service
Commission Bader Al-Hamad, Chairman of the Kuwaiti
supplies company Salah Al-Klaib and representatives of
the ministry of interior and defense.

Sterilizing products 
Earlier yesterday, the Ministry of Commerce and

Industry (MOCI) and representatives of sterilizing prod-
ucts factories met to discuss measures to provide goods
used in countering the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). In a
press release, the ministry affirmed that it was paramount
to tackle the latest challenges caused by the coronavirus,
saying that any product, which could reduce chances of
contracting COVID-19, should be readily available to the
masses as part of the measures to counter the disease.
Participants in the meeting stressed that it was a national
priority and duty for all to get involved in the efforts to
halt the spread of coronavirus, the statement indicated.

Boursa trading
In the meantime, Kuwaiti bourse company announced

that trading at the stock market would resume today as reg-
ular. However, the main trading hall will be shut and visitors’
seats at external hallways will be removed as a measure to
limit peoples’ gathering. Traders will be allowed to be pres-
ent at the brokerage bureaus to process transactions. All
necessary hygiene and sanitation precautions are in place at
the bourse building. 

Inspecting ships 
In another development, Kuwaiti Ports Authority said

Friday that a medical team is accompanying their crews
and boarding ships arriving in the country in order to
examine its crews, and to ensure that they are free of the
emerging coronavirus, known as (COVID-19). The
Authority’s spokesperson Nasser Al-Shulaimi said in a
press statement that instructions had been issued in coor-
dination with the Ministry of Health to inspect ships that
will be stopped in a designated area, and their crews
would make their inspection before being authorized to
dock on Kuwaiti docks. Shulaimi added that instructions
were issued to keep crews inside ships as another “pre-
cautionary measure” to prevent transmission of the virus.
The spokesperson noted that the authority’s highest man-
agement is monitoring the situation closely. — KUNA

KUWAIT: A man shops for facemasks at a pharmacy
in Kuwait. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Masks available
at Kuwait’s
supplies centers 

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior
Anas Al-Saleh said Friday the Civil Defense Committee is
in permanent session to tackle the risks posed by the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19). “The safety of public health is
the top priority because citizens are the real riches of the
country,” he said in a statement released by the Interior
Ministry’s General Directorate of Security Relations and
Media following a meeting by the interagency Committee.
The meeting, chaired by Saleh, also gathered Minister of
Health Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah and Undersecretary of
the Interior Ministry and Head of the Committee Lt Gen
Essam El-Nahham as well as other senior officials. Saleh
commended the efforts of competent state bodies that
“mobilized their human and technical resources to fend off
the COVID-19 risks and protect the safety of all citizens
and residents,” according to the statement. The meeting
reviewed the precautionary measures implemented by the
various state bodies, and ways to maximize benefit from
their cooperation and reach the desired targets.

Saleh highlighted the need to continue the public
awareness campaign to educate the citizens and residents
about the preventive measures and refute fake news and
rumors being circulated on some mass media. He urged
reliance on the official sources such as the websites of the
Ministry of Interior and other government bodies for cred-
ible news. During the meeting Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah
affirmed that the Ministry of Health continues keeping a
close watch on the developments of COVID-19 infections
and screening the arrivals from areas hit by the virus. “We
are in contact with the World Health Organization (WHO)
to keep updated on the developments of the COVID-19
outbreak worldwide and adopt the necessary precautions
to prevent its spread in Kuwait,” the statement quoted the

minister as saying. Sheikh Dr Basel noted that the Kuwaiti
government suspended all flights to some neighboring
countries to stem the spread of the infections to Kuwait
and protect the public health.

Representatives of the different state bodies to the
Committee reviewed the progress of interagency coopera-
tion and their respective plans for guarding against the
COVID-19 spread around the clock. The meeting gathered
representatives of the ministries of Defense, Interior, Health,
Foreign Affairs, Information, Finance, Education, and Social
Affairs, as well as the Kuwait National Guard, the Kuwait
Fire Service Directorate, the Kuwait Red Crescent Society,
the Public Authority for Food and Nutrition, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation, the General Administration of
Customs and Kuwait News Agency. — KUNA

Civil Defense Committee in session
to guard against coronavirus risks 

KUWAIT: Deputy  Pr ime Min is ter  and Min is ter  o f
In ter ior  Anas  A l-Sa leh  cha i rs  the  C iv i l  Defense
Committee’s meeting on Friday.— KUNA


