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US reports fourth 
corona infection 
of unknown origin
LOS ANGELES: US health officials reported Friday a
fourth case of novel coronavirus of unknown origin, indi-
cating the disease was spreading in the country. The lat-
est case is a boy under 18 in Washington State who test-
ed “presumptive positive,” local authorities said without
releasing further details about the patient.

He is currently in home isolation in Snohomish County.
The high school he attends will be shut until March 3
while it is deep cleaned, the Washington State Department
of Health said. In neighboring Oregon, authorities said
Friday an adult who had had contact with people at an
elementary school had been hospitalized and was also
considered “presumptive positive.” A positive test is treat-
ed as “presumptive” until the results have been confirmed
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

“We’ve been expecting this and we’re prepared for it,”
Oregon’s Health Authority director Patrick Allen told
reporters. The school will be closed until March 4 as it
undergoes a deep clean, officials said, adding they would
talk to employees and parents. Earlier Friday, Californian
health authorities said an older woman was confirmed
infected with unknown origin-the second such case in the
northern part of the state. “This new case indicates that
there is evidence of community transmission but the
extent is still not clear,” said Sara Cody, director of public
health for Santa Clara County. “What we know now is that
the virus is here, present at some level, but we still don’t
know to what degree,” she added. The two cases in
California are close to Silicon Valley, where tech giants like
Apple, Google and Tesla are based. The latest infections
have heightened fears of an outbreak across the country.

President Donald Trump, however, downplayed the risk
in the US at a campaign rally in South Carolina, accusing
Democrats and the press of stirring up hysteria. “We are
preparing for the worst,” he said. “My administration has
taken the most aggressive action in modern history to
prevent the spread of this illness in the United States.” He
called the coronavirus the Democrats’ “new hoax.” “The
Democrats are politicizing the coronavirus. They’re politi-
cizing it,” he said. “They don’t have any clue. They can’t
even count their votes in Iowa.” According to the Centers
for Disease Control more than 60 people are infected
with the disease in the United States, the majority of them
in California. The state’s governor Gavin Newsom said on
Thursday 33 people had tested positive for the virus, and
five of them had left California. Worldwide more than
85,000 people have been infected and over 2,900 have
died. The escalating number of cases has sent stock mar-
kets tumbling and heightened fears the disease could
wreak havoc on the world economy.—AFP

SPARTANBURG, SC: Democratic presidential candidate for-
mer Vice President Joe Biden responds to a man asking for
a photograph at a campaign event at Wofford University on
Friday in Spartanburg, South Carolina. —AFP

WASHINGTON: White House hopefuls Bernie
Sanders and Michael Bloomberg could hardly be
more different in their politics, but in one striking way
they share a similarity marking a milestone in US
presidential campaigning: both men are Jewish.
Should Senator Sanders, the progressive torchbearer
and current Democratic frontrunner, or centrist bil-
lionaire Bloomberg, who is polling in third, win the
nomination and then the election against incumbent
Donald Trump, America would have the first Jewish
president in its history. 

The contest may have reached a peak Jewish cul-
tural moment at a recent Democratic debate when
Sanders and Bloomberg, both 78-year-olds either
born or living in New York, compared their heart
health on stage. And yet the fact that two Jews are in
prominent positions in the 2020 race - 16 months
after a white nationalist murdered 11 worshippers at a
Pittsburgh synagogue - has been met with muted cel-
ebration within the Jewish community, and a sense of
detachment among the broader public, observed
Rabbi Adam Kligfeld. 

“It’s amazing, stunning, surprising and odd how little
is being made of that data point,” Kligfeld, senior rabbi
at Temple Beth Am in Los Angeles said. “Maybe that’s
a good sign.” The two are also drawing concerns.
Sanders is a self-described democratic socialist, while
Bloomberg is a multi-billionaire accused of buying his
way into the presidential race. There is little love lost
between them, as evidenced in January when
Bloomberg sand-bagged his fellow member of the
tribe during an address at a Miami synagogue. “I know
I’m not the only Jewish candidate running for presi-
dent,” the media tycoon said, between quoting
Leviticus and jokes about Wolfie’s deli.

“But I am the only one who doesn’t want to turn
America into a kibbutz.” The rise of Sanders has
sparked a debate about whether values embraced by
Jews, like social justice, are best achieved through

policies including universal health care, or by unwaver-
ing defense of Israel. Sanders antagonized many in the
community Sunday by announcing he was boycotting
the upcoming annual meeting of AIPAC, Washington’s
influential pro-Israel lobby, because it provides a plat-
form for “bigotry.”

Sanders has repeatedly insisted he supports Israel
but opposes policies that he says hurt Palestinians. In
Tuesday’s debate he branded Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu a “reactionary racist.” Sanders’s dominance
in the race has been a point of pride for some Jews, but
anxiety for others. “Sanders is a harder person to
cheer for than what the centrist Jewish community fan-
tasized would be the first time they had the chance to
consider a Jewish candidate,” Kligfeld said.

‘Proud’ Jewish identity 
For several decades Jews have voted overwhelming-

ly Democratic. More than two-thirds of American Jews
oppose Trump, despite his proclamations that he is
Israel’s most ardent defender, according to pollster
Gallup. But only 11 percent of Jewish voters support
Sanders for president, while eight percent back
Bloomberg, Pew Research Center polling from January
shows. Kligfeld noted how much less of a focus their
faith is compared to 20 years ago, when Democratic
moderate Joe Lieberman, an Orthodox Jew, was the
vice presidential nominee.

Al Gore’s running mate stirred a spirited debate
about Judaism and the White House, notably about
how Lieberman could serve as vice president if he
observed the Sabbath rule barring work from sunset
Friday to sunset Saturday. That Sanders and
Bloomberg are less observant than Lieberman may
have assuaged similar concerns. With Trump accused
of stoking flames of a culture war, and amid a wave of
anti-Semitic violence and other hatred, the success of
Sanders and Bloomberg is notable.

“It’s definitely significant (that) two very different

politicians but both of Jewish heritage and proud of
their Jewish identity can be in such a prominent
national political position,” said Logan Bayroff, direc-
tor of communications for J Street. The progressive
pro-Israel group does not endorse candidates but has
said it will support the Democratic nominee against
Trump. Many policies of Sanders and other
Democratic candidates “line up with our views and the
views of the majority of American Jews,” Bayroff said.

In his first presidential campaign, in 2016, Sanders
largely avoided discussing his Jewishness. He has
been more open about his identity this cycle. In
December he used a blowtorch to light a Hanukkah
menorah in Iowa, where he recalled how his father
emigrated from Poland to flee anti-Semitic attacks. In
November he wrote an essay in Jewish Currents mag-
azine in which he said several relatives were “mur-
dered by the Nazis.” —AFP

More than two-thirds of American Jews oppose Trump

A Jewish president? Sanders and
Bloomberg vie to bust US barrier

WASHINGTON: Democratic frontrunner Bernie Sanders (right) and former New York mayor Michael
Bloomberg (left), both Jewish, are vying for the party’s presidential nomination. —AFP

Trump nominates 
controversial 
ally as intel chief
WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump
announced Republican lawmaker John Ratcliffe as his
intelligence chief Friday, sparking fresh controversy
over a crucial position that has lacked a permanent
office holder for months. The 53-year-old Trump loyal-
ist was nominated as director of national intelligence
after Dan Coats stepped down in July last year, but
withdrew from consideration after strong criticism of
his credentials from Democrats and a tepid response
from key Republicans. 

Trump instead named counterterrorism expert
Joseph McGuire as acting director, overseeing the 17
agencies of the intelligence community including the
CIA and National Security Agency.

But he forced McGuire out on February 20 after a
senior intelligence official told Congress in a closed
briefing that the Russians were again supporting
Trump’s bid for reelection.

The revolving door continued to spin as Trump
appointed another loyalist, Richard Grenell, two weeks
ago. But the former ambassador to Germany had no
relevant experience and was viewed as highly political.
Some intelligence experts view the latest nomination as

a tactic by Trump to insure that Grenell stays on
beyond the statutory limit for “acting” directors who
haven’t been approved by the Senate.

“The formal submission of his nomination will allow
@RichardGrenell to continue to serve as Acting DNI
past March 11 - and for another 210 days after
Ratcliffe’s rejection or withdrawal,” said University of
Texas lsecurity law professor Steve Vladeck.

Outspoken defender 
Ratcliffe has been an outspoken Trump defender,

frequently appearing on Fox News to spread conspira-
cy theories and deny the intelligence community’s con-
clusion that Russia tried to boost the president’s elec-
tion effort in 2016. Trump said Friday he had held back
Ratcliffe’s formal nomination while an unspecified
“inspector general report” was being prepared.

“John is an outstanding man of great talent!” he
tweeted. Trump has been determined to place someone
politically close to him as chief of the intelligence com-
munity, which he views as hostile and full of leakers. He
saw Coats, who was DNI for three years, as a political
antagonist who protected the so-called “deep state”
that Trump regards as a barrier to his agenda. He was
especially upset when a CIA analyst filed a whistle-
blower complaint in August on his Ukraine dealings that
led to his being impeached for abuse of power.

The Ratcliffe nomination could spark a battle in
Congress, amid reports that Republicans on the Senate
Intelligence Committee, which must approve the nomi-
nation, expressed strong doubts about him in August.

Republican Senator Richard Burr, chairman of the intel-
ligence committee, made no comment Friday on his
view of Ratcliffe’s qualifications.

“I look forward to receiving Congressman Ratcliffe’s
official nomination and ushering it through the Senate’s
regular order,” he said in a statement.

The top Democrat on the committee, Senator John
Warner, suggested Friday that Ratcliffe would face high
hurdles. “The last time this nomination was unsuccess-
fully put forward, serious bipartisan questions were
raised about Rep. Ratcliffe’s background and qualifica-
tions,” he said. “It’s hard for me to see how anything
new has happened to change that.” —AFP

Billionaire
Steyer shakes
up primary with
slavery plan
MYRTLE BEACH: For centuries, South
Carolina’s Charleston was the largest port of
entry for the transatlantic slave trade. Now, a
billionaire activist named Tom Steyer is
shaking up the state’s Democratic primary
by advocating slavery reparations for
African Americans. 

A California financier turned philanthropist
and environmental campaigner, Steyer has
poured tens of millions of dollars into the state
ahead of the vote - with a single-minded
focus on the black voters who make up 60
percent of its Democratic electorate. How
South Carolina’s African Americans vote in the
White House primaries is traditionally a key
indicator of which contender has nationwide
support from the black community - a crucial
Democratic constituency.

Flooding the airwaves with promises to
compensate the descendants of slaves, and to
invest in universities in historically marginal-
ized black communities, Steyer - who lags far
behind his Democratic rivals nationally - has
hoisted himself into third place in state polls,
behind Joe Biden and Bernie Sanders.
“You’ve got to tell the truth about what hap-
pened,” said Steyer during one of his final
campaign stops at a Mexican restaurant in
Myrtle Beach, drawing applause from the
diverse crowd.

“You’ve got to repair what’s done so that
we can move on together,” said Steyer - who
says the United States needs to confront a
“subtext of race” underpinning nearly every
issue it faces, more than 150 years after the
abolition of slavery in 1865. Teresa Skinner,
an African-American retired nurse and veter-
an, was impressed. “Tom Steyer’s bringing
something new,” said the 51-year-old. “It’s
just an enlightening thing.” “He’s just coming
in as an individual that’s wanting to make us
better than what we are, and right now we’re
in a divided nation.” 

Robert Greene, a visiting professor at
Claflin University, a historically black college
in South Carolina, attributes Steyer’s popular-
ity squarely to his “very aggressive stance”

on reparations, “an issue that most of the oth-
er candidates will not touch.” The idea of
reparations has been the topic of contentious
debate in the United States for decades, but
has picked up steam in recent years. Last

April, students at Georgetown University in
Washington voted to create a fund to com-
pensate the descendants of 272 people
enslaved at the Jesuit-run school who in 1838
were sold to finance its operations.  —AFP

CHARLESTON: (Left  to right) Democratic presidential hopefuls Former New York Mayor
Mike Bloomberg, Former mayor of South Bend, Indiana, Pete Buttigieg, Massachusetts
Senator Elizabeth Warren, Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders, Former Vice President Joe
Biden, Indiana Senator Amy Klobuchar and Billionaire activist Tom Steyer arrive to par-
ticipate in the tenth Democratic primary debate of the 2020 presidential campaign sea-
son co-hosted by CBS News and the Congressional Black Caucus Institute at the
Gaillard Center in Charleston, South Carolina. —AFP

US President Donald Trump announced Republican lawmaker
John Ratcliffe as his intelligence chief Friday.  —AFP

Joe Biden counting 
on South Carolina as 
‘Super Tuesday’ looms
COLUMBIA: Joe Biden scrambled to salvage his flagging
presidential hopes Friday on the eve of South Carolina’s
Democratic primary, where nothing less than a decisive
victory can help him rebound and challenge frontrunner
Bernie Sanders. The former vice president is the firm
favorite in the first state in the race with a substantial
African-American Democratic electorate-but trails far
behind the surging leftist in nationwide polls.

Both candidates will have a better picture of their
prospects just days after South Carolina, with 14 states
voting on “Super Tuesday” and a third of the delegates
who formally choose the Democrat to face President
Donald Trump in November up for grabs.

Biden, the former frontrunner who failed to notch a win in
the first three states, said he hopes South Carolina will propel
him into national contention. “I’ve worked hard to earn these
votes, and I think I’ll do well,” the 77-year-old told CNN ear-
ly Friday, before heading to a trio of 11th-hour events. “It’s
been the launching pad for Barack and I believe for me,”
Biden added, referring to the nation’s first black president
Barack Obama.

Biden leads in state polling, a dozen points ahead of
Sanders and 20 points up on billionaire activist Tom Steyer,
who is gunning for a third-place finish. Steyer has spent an

extraordinary $23.6 million on ads in South Carolina, nearly
10 times the number two spender, former Indiana mayor
Pete Buttigieg, according to Advertising Analytics. Some
polling has been misleading in the early contests. In Iowa
for instance, Biden was second in polls before caucus night
but finished fourth.

Kaine endorses Biden 
Biden and fellow moderates including Buttigieg and

Senator Amy Klobuchar may well face a Sanders buzz
saw come Super Tuesday, with the 78-year-old self-
declared democratic socialist leading in the two biggest
prizes including crown jewel California. Sanders is domi-
nating there with 32.5 percent support, according to the
RealClearPolitics polling average, with fellow progressive
Senator Elizabeth Warren second. —AFP


