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LONDON: Tottenham striker Harry Kane is ahead
of schedule in his recovery from hamstring surgery,
with boss Jose Mourinho banking on him being fit
to take part in the club’s push for a Champions
League spot.

Kane went under the knife in January after ruptur-
ing his tendon against Southampton on New Year’s
Day and Mourinho initially feared he might not play
again this season. But the England captain is a noto-
riously quick healer and is making good progress,
having begun on-field rehabilitation this week.

Mourinho has said that he may now get five
games out of his talisman at the end of the season,
with the north London derby against Arsenal at the
end of April looking a possibility.

It is a big boost for Tottenham, who have no fit
strikers, and England boss Gareth Southgate ahead
of Euro 2020. “I would say a little bit ahead, it gives
me a hope of, instead of one or two matches, (it will
be) three, four or five. I don’t know,” Mourinho said
on Friday.

“Just speculating a little bit but the feelings are
good. He’s doing what he can do at this stage but
always with a good feeling.” Kane has recovered
quickly from a string of injuries in recent seasons.

While insisting that he would not be rushed back,
Mourinho said Kane was a player who “doesn’t
accept protocols”. “Let’s see with Harry,” he said.
“He’s obviously a great professional and a fighter and
he wants to be back as soon as possible. What’s ‘as
soon as possible?’ I don’t know.”

Kane’s absence was compounded by an injury to
forward Son Heung-min, who returned to South
Korea last week to have surgery on a fractured arm.
Mourinho appeared to rule him out for the rest of the
season but has now said there is hope he will be fit
sooner than originally thought.

“That’s another hope but of course we’re far from
it,” Mourinho said. “He’s coming back to England
very soon. Then of course he’ll have to follow some
safety protocols because he flies from Seoul. “When
his recovery starts, we’ll try all the possibilities to
have him back for some matches. “I cannot imagine
when. But there’s a good possibility that before the
end of the season, we have Harry and Sonny playing
together.”

Son is due to fly back to Britain this weekend,
when he will follow government advice on the coron-
avirus and stay indoors in self-isolation for 14 days.
Mourinho has refused to comment on whether
Tottenham midfielder Dele Alli will contest his
Football Association charge over a social media post
appearing to mock the coronavirus. —AFP

Kane could return 
for Spurs: Mourinho

Lewis’ fine finish sinks Leicester 
to boost Norwich survival bid

NORWICH: Brendan Rodgers admitted he was “bitterly
disappointed” to see Kelechi Iheanacho’s goal disallowed
before Jamal Lewis fired bottom club Norwich to a 1-0
win over Leicester on Friday. Daniel Farke’s side ended a
four-game winless run as they took three points for just
the second time in 15 league matches.

Norwich were in danger of being cast adrift in the rele-
gation battle but, aided by the VAR decision to chalk off
Iheanacho’s goal for handball, they have renewed hope of
avoiding the drop thanks to Lewis’s fine finish in the sec-
ond half at Carrow Road.

The Canaries are now four points behind fourth-bottom
Aston Villa after scoring their first league goal from open
play since New Year’s Day, ending a barren run lasting
almost 700 minutes. Leicester remain third but have won
just one of their last seven league games, failing to score in
three successive matches as their bid to qualify for the
Champions League hits a rocky patch.

Foxes boss Rodgers was furious with the VAR ruling
and said: “We think it’s very, very harsh. “I’m not sure
exactly what the ruling is, but obviously it hits their play-
er’s arms first. We’re bitterly disappointed not to get it,
because we were the better team in the game.

“I’ve watched a lot of games this week in the
Champions League and Europa League and they seem to
get to the decisions much quicker than they do in the
Premier League.” Farke insisted handball was the correct
call, saying: “I realised during the game it was more or less
handball but the speed of the game makes it hard to judge
so it is perfect for the VAR. 

“I think it is quite normal it was disallowed. We are
playing in the best league in the world against one of the
best teams in the league. It is an amazing result.” In the

midst of his worst drought for three years, there was bad
news for Jamie Vardy as the Leicester striker missed the
trip to Norfolk with a calf injury.

Iheanacho started up front in his absence, but Norwich
threatened first when Ondrej Duda’s cross found Ben
Godfrey for a header that was too close to Leicester keep-
er Kasper Schmeichel. Harvey Barnes opened up the
Norwich defence with a nimble run and pass to Dennis
Praet, but goalkeeper Tim Krul was equal to the midfield-
er’s strike from the edge of the area.

Praet went closer in the 25th minute when he met
Ricardo Pereira’s cross with a near-post volley that
bounced off the woodwork. Iheanacho was guilty of a
poor miss when he controlled Ayoze Perez’s cross and
blazed over from no more than six yards.

The Nigerian thought he had made amends for that
howler four minutes into the second half when his curling
shot beat Krul from the edge of the area. But the ball had
bounced onto Iheanacho’s arm as he competed for pos-
session with Godfrey and VAR intervened to rule it out.

Norwich responded with a thunderous 25-yard drive
from Duda that Schmeichel tipped over at full stretch.
Schmeichel won another duel with Duda moments later,
palming away a powerful effort when the midfielder should
really have scored.

Farke’s team were rewarded for their enterprising spell
in the 70th minute when Max Aarons’ cross reached Lewis
wide on the left edge of the Leicester area and he drilled a
superb strike past Schmeichel into the far corner.

The defender’s first Premier League goal sparked wild
celebrations, but Leicester should have been level seconds
later when substitute Wilfred Ndidi headed over from
close range. — AFP

NORWICH: Norwich City’s English-born Northern Irish defender Jamal Lewis (L) vies for the ball against Leicester
City’s Spanish striker Ayoze Perez (C) during the English Premier League football match between Norwich City
and Leicester City at Carrow Road in Norwich. — AFP

Foxes boss Rodgers furious with the VAR ruling

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH LEAGUE CUP
Aston Villa v Manchester City 19:30
beIN Sports HD 2

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Manchester City v Arsenal FC 15:00
beIN Sports
Everton FC v Manchester United 17:00
beIN Sports 
Tottenham v Wolverhampton  FC 17:00
beIN Sports

SPANISH LEAGUE
Sevilla FC v Osasuna 14:00
beIN Sports 
Athletic de Bilbao v Villarreal CF 16:00
beIN Sports
RCD Espanyol v Atletico de Madrid 18:00
beIN Sports 
Real Mallorca v Getafe CF 20:30
beIN Sports
Real Madrid CF v FC Barcelona 23:00
beIN Sports HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
AC Milan v Genoa CFC 14:30
beIN Sports 
US Lecce v Atalanta 17:00
beIN Sports 
Parma Calcio 1913 v spal 17:00
beIN Sports 
US Sassuolo Calcio v Brescia 17:00
beIN Sports 
Cagliari Calcio v AS Roma 20:00
beIN Sports 
Juventus FC v Internazionale Milano 22:45
beIN Sports 

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
FC Union Berlin v VfL Wolfsburg 15:30
beIN Sports
RB Leipzig v Bayer 04 Leverkusen 17:30
beIN Sports HD 5
SV Werder Bremen v Eintracht Frankfurt 20:00
beIN Sports

FRENCH LEAGUE
FC Nantes v LOSC Lille 17:00
beIN Sports
FC Girondins de Bordeaux v OGC Nice 19:00
beIN Sports
Olympique Lyonnais v Saint Etienne 23:00
beIN Sports

MADRID: Valencia stopped the rot by securing their
first win in six matches yesterday as Kevin Gameiro
and Dani Parejo scored in a 2-1 victory over Real
Betis. Gameiro’s curling shot flew in off the post at
Mestalla before Parejo added a late second to give
Valencia a much-needed boost in their pursuit of La
Liga’s top four.  Loren Moron fired in a consolation
for Betis deep in injury-time. Valencia had also been
disrupted by the spread of coronavirus after a
sports journalist covering the team was confirmed
last week to have contracted the illness, prompting
the club to cancel all press activity before and after
the game. 

The result lifts Albert Celades’ side to seventh in
La Liga while Betis drop to 13th, their own sticky
patch extended to seven matches without a win.

After being thrashed 4-1 by Atalanta to leave them
on the brink of being knocked out of the Champions
League last 16, Valencia were beaten 3-0 by fellow
top-four hopefuls Real Sociedad last weekend. 

Celades will hope a determined performance
against Betis can kickstart a recovery with winnable
games up next in the league against Alaves and
Levante, with the second leg at home to Atalanta
coming in between. 

Betis might have taken the lead had the lively
Nabil Fekir taken advantage of Parejo giving the ball
away early in his own box. Valencia’s Jose Gaya then
hit the crossbar with a effort from distance that
almost dropped in.  All three goals came after half-
time. Fekir skimmed the bar after meeting a cut-back
from Joaquin and then Valencia took the lead,
Gameiro pushing the ball into space on the edge of
the area before curling in off the far post. 

They gave themselves some breathing space when
Parejo was allowed to take a touch and steer in a
second, which was needed, as Moron banged home
for Betis from close range in the 93rd minute. — AFP

Valencia get back
to winning ways 

MILWAUKEE: Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 32 points
to lead the Milwaukee Bucks to a 133-86 home blowout of
the Oklahoma City Thunder on Friday night. It was the
Bucks’ third win of 40 or more points, tying the NBA
record for most such games in a season. The margin nar-
rowly missed being the largest in the NBA this season. The
Los Angeles Clippers beat Atlanta by 49 earlier this sea-
son. The Bucks, who won their fifth straight game coming
out of the All-Star break, hit 21 3-pointers, their most of
the season. Both Wesley Matthews and Pat Connaughton
hit four from behind the arc. They each finished with 14
points, as did Bucks teammate George Hill. Oklahoma City
was without second-leading scorer Danilo Gallinari, who
hasn’t played in the second night of a back-to-back since
November. Chris Paul scored 18 points, and Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander added 11 for the Thunder, who had a five-game
winning streak snapped.

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS 132 - 
DENVER NUGGETS 103

Paul George scored a game-high 24 points, and Los
Angeles hammered visiting Denver. George, who struggled
offensively in the previous two games with 11 and seven
points, connected on 6 of 8 3-pointers and 9 of 15 overall
from the floor, as the Clippers won their third straight
game. Kawhi Leonard contributed 19 points, Montrezl
Harrell had 18 points and 10 rebounds, and Lou Williams
finished with 17 points for Los Angeles, which had seven
players score in double figures. Williams hit 5 of 7 shots
from behind the arc.

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS 116 - 
CLEVELAND CAVALIERS 104

Rookie Zion Williamson scored 24 points for his 10th
consecutive game with at least 20, and host New Orleans
routed Cleveland for its third win in four games since the
All-Star break. Brandon Ingram scored 29, Jrue Holiday
added 22 and E’Twaun Moore and Nicolo Melli had 10
each for the Pelicans, who were playing their first home
game in 15 days and started a three-game homestand
over five days. Collin Sexton tied his career-high with 31
points to lead the Cavaliers, who are just 17-42 but
entered the game with a 3-1 record under coach J.B.
Bickerstaff, who took over when John Beilein resigned
during the All-Star break.

MIAMI HEAT 126 - DALLAS MAVERICKS 118
Jimmy Butler scored 26 points, and Duncan Robinson

added 24 to lead host Miami past Dallas and run its home
record to 24-4. Dallas guard Seth Curry had a career-high
37 points. The younger brother of Warriors star Stephen
Curry, he made 13 of 15 attempts from the floor, including
8 of 9 on 3-pointers, with the eight makes marking a
career high. Miami got 16 points each from Goran Dragic

and Kendrick Nunn, and Heat center Bam Adebayo had 14
points and 11 rebounds for his 35th double-double of the
season. Kristaps Porzingis had 24 points and 13 rebounds
for Dallas.

ORLANDO MAGIC 136 - MINNESOTA 
TIMBERWOLVES 125

Terrence Ross scored 19 of his season-high 33 points in
the fourth quarter as host Orlando handed Minnesota its
19th loss in 21 games. Ross made seven 3-pointers and
Nikola Vucevic recorded his team-best 31st double-dou-
ble (27 points, 10 assists) this season for the Magic, who
have won five of six after losing eight of their previous
nine. Aaron Gordon added his first career triple-double
with 17 points, a career-high 12 assists and 11 rebounds.
D’Angelo Russell scored 12 of his team-high 28 points in
the first quarter, and Juan Hernangomez added 18 points
and 13 rebounds for the Timberwolves.

SACRAMENTO KINGS 104 - 
MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES 101

De’Aaron Fox returned from a one-game absence to
score a team-high 25 points, and Sacramento survived a
frantic finish to record a win over host Memphis. Playing
the second night of a back-to-back, the Kings rallied from
an early 12-point deficit to dominate a majority of the final
three quarters to earn a second win in three tries against
Memphis this season, clinching the season series. Despite
getting a season-high 32 points from Dillon Brooks and a
career-high 25 rebounds from Jonas Valanciunas, the
injury-riddled Grizzlies lost their fifth straight.

UTAH JAZZ 129 - WASHINGTON WIZARDS 119
Donovan Mitchell scored 30 points, and host Utah held

off Bradley Beal and Washington to end a four-game los-
ing streak. Beal led all scorers with 42 points on 17-of-33
shooting and added 10 assists for Washington, which has
lost four of five since the All-Star break. He notched his
10th 40-point game of the season and his 17th consecutive
game with 25 of more points, tying the franchise record set
by Walt Bellamy in 1961-62. Bojan Bogdanovic scored 21
points for Utah, and Jordan Clarkson added 20.—Reuters

LONDON: Leeds United goalkeeper Kiko Casilla
was banned for eight matches and fined 60,000
pounds ($77,964.00) on Friday after being found
guilty of racist abuse in a Championship match
against Charlton Athletic last September.

The FA said the 33-year-old Spaniard, who joined
Leeds from Real Madrid last year, must also attend
face-to-face education after the breach of rule E3 (2)
which covers discriminatory abuse.

Casilla had denied using racially abusive or insult-
ing words. Media reports said the incident involved
Charlton forward Jonathan Leko, who was born in

the Democratic Republic of the Congo but has rep-
resented England at various age group levels.

The Spaniard said in a statement on social media
that he was “sad and devastated” at being accused
and believed firmly that racism should not be tolerat-
ed in any walk of life. “I do not feel at all that the
guilty verdict is a clear reflection of the incident,” he
said. “I am sure that my family, friends, colleagues
and the different technical teams who I have been
working with for all these years in my professional
career know I would never use my words with a
racist meaning,” he added.

“My respectful behaviour towards my oppo-
nents since I started my career has been honest and
with the maximum sense of fairplay.” Leeds
acknowledged the decision in a statement
h t tps : / /www. leedsun i ted .com/news/ team-
news/26318/kiko-casilla but observed that the FA
panel “have based their decision on the balance of
probability rather than proving Kiko to be guilty
beyond reasonable doubt.” — Reuters

Leeds’ Casilla 
handed eight 
game ban 

Thunder’s streak
ends in blowout
loss to Bucks

MILWAUKEE: Abdel Nader #11 of the Oklahoma City
Thunder shoots the ball against the Milwaukee Bucks at
the Fiserv Forum Center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. — AFP


