
Sport
Japan’s Kajihara claims 
omnium world gold 

Five-wicket haul for Jamieson 
as New Zealand take charge

Lewis’ fine finish sinks Leicester 
to boost Norwich survival bid2725 26

Established 1961 

SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2020

Chelsea stumble again at Bournemouth

BOURNEMOUTH: Chelsea’s Spanish defender Marcos Alonso (2R) misses a chance at goal during the English Premier League football match between Bournemouth and Chelsea at the Vitality Stadium in Bournemouth, southern England
yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: Chelsea needed a double from Marcos
Alonso to salvage a 2-2 draw at struggling
Bournemouth as West Ham boosted their chances of
survival with a 3-1 win over Southampton yesterday.

After a 3-0 thrashing on home soil by Bayern
Munich in the first leg of their Champions League last-
16 tie on Tuesday, Frank Lampard was hoping for a
response after what he called a “reality check” for the
Blues. Instead, Bournemouth were minutes away from
securing just their third league win since they also beat
Chelsea at Stamford Bridge in December.

Philip Billing missed two big early chances for the
Cherries and Eddie Howe’s men were punished as

Alonso’s calm finish after Olivier Giroud hit the bar
gave Chelsea a half-time lead.

Two goals in three minutes from Jefferson Lerma
and Josh King turned the game around and inflicted
another blow to Chelsea’s chances of holding onto their
place in the top four.

Alonso’s predatory header after Aaron Ramsdale
parried Pedro Rodriguez’s shot at least ensured the vis-
itors left the Vitality Stadium with a point.

However, Lampard’s men have now won just five of
their last 16 league games and could see their lead over
fifth-placed Manchester United cut to just a point if the
Red Devils win at Everton today.

At the other end of the table, Aston Villa dropped
into the bottom three ahead of taking on Manchester
City in the League Cup final on Sunday courtesy of a
much-needed win for West Ham.

David Moyes handed Jarrod Bowen his first start
since a £20 million move from Hull on deadline day in
January and he made a huge impact with a fine finish to
open the scoring.

The hosts’ lead did not last long as Michael Obafemi
quickly levelled for Southampton.

But the Hammers responded well to that blow as
Sebastien Haller restored their lead five minutes before
half-time and Michail Antonio added a third early in the

second half to secure a first league win for Moyes since
the first game of his second spell in charge on New
Year’s Day.

Newcastle remain without a goal in four games, but
edged seven points clear of the drop zone with a 0-0
draw at home to Burnley.

Brighton remain the only side in England without a
league win in 2020 as Jordan Ayew scored the only
goal in a 1-0 win for Crystal Palace at the Amex.

Graham Potter’s men again paid a heavy price for
failing to take their chances. At the other end, Ayew was
clinical as he slotted under Mat Ryan to move the
Eagles up to 12th. — AFP

DUBAI: Novak Djokovic captured his 79th career title
yesterday when he won the Dubai Championships for
the fifth time, defeating Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-3, 6-4 in
the final. The world number one is now on an 18-0 win-
ning run this season, and 21-0 overall since late 2019, as
he ended an eight-match win streak for his Greek
opponent, champion last weekend in Marseille.

Djokovic claimed his third trophy of 2020 after help-
ing Serbia to the ATP Cup and winning an eighth
Australian Open. It is also the seventh time that the 32-
year-old has won more than 20 matches on the trot. 

Tsitsipas lost his second straight final in Dubai after
going down to Roger Federer a year ago. “It was close
in both sets,” Djokovic said. “A few points decided it,
I’ve had a great week. “I’m most proud of my consis-
tency this week, especially on shots from the baseline.”

The top seed produced a straightforward win in 79
minutes after a close-call semi-final where he saved
three match points against Gael Monfils. “I was just a
point from going out, I might not have been here,” the
winner said. “But it shows how quickly things can turn.

“I appreciate the moment, I’ve really played well in
my matches this week. There were some ups and
downs, but that’s normal.” Djokovic broke for 5-3 in the

opening set and served it out moments later.
The second set was slightly tighter, with the Serbian

losing a break as Tsitsipas levelled at 3-all. But
Djokovic came through again with a break for 5-4 as
his opponent hit the net. A game later, Djokovic was
lifting another trophy as he found the corner with a
winner. “Tsitsipas is a player for now, much more than
for the future,” Djokovic said of his sixth-ranked oppo-
nent.  “He’s already been very successful. He’s more
than just a great player, he’s very charismatic and
brings a lot to the game.”

Djokovic added: “I’ve had a great start to the season,
I love playing on hard courts. They’ve been my most
successful surface so far.” Djokovic will stay number
one on the ATP rankings on Monday to start a 280th
week atop the table.

He was playing the final in Dubai for a sixth time in
11 appearances. It was, however, his first final at the
tournament since 2015 when he lost to Federer. Coming
into the championship match, the 21-year-old Greek
had lost just one set this week. 

Djokovic was also awarded a ‘golden visa’ by the
Dubai government and has agreed to return to defend
his title in 2021. 

Meanwhile, Aryna Sabalenka won her sixth career
title yesterday when she swept past former two-time
Wimbledon champion Petra Kvitova 6-3, 6-3 in the
Qatar Open final. The Belarusian ninth seed’s win over
the eighth-seeded Czech, who was Qatar champion in
2018, will see see her rise to 11 in the world rankings on
Monday. — AFP

Djokovic wins fifth 
Dubai Championship

DUBAI: Novak Djokovic of Serbia poses with the victor’s trophy after winning the final of the Dubai Duty Free Tennis
Championship in the Gulf emirate of Dubai yesterday. —AFP
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