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KUWAIT: On Thursday Kuwait 
Times interviewed Sanad Al-
Mutairi, Manager of Private 
Education Department within 
the Ministry of Education, to 
clarify some issues related to 
private schools. 

Kuwait Times has received 
many complaints regarding the 
school closures. One school 
principal threatened to cut the 
salaries of any teacher not in 
Kuwait during the period of the 
closures. Other schools have 
been forcing teachers to meet 
and come to campus despite the 
closures. Another concern is 
that some schools may deduct  
their teachers’ salaries due to 
the two weeks, which was a Cabinet decision to 
suspend schools for students and administrative 
bodies working in public and private schools 
and institutes, starting from March 1, until 
March 12, 2020. 

Replying to that, Mutairi said, “The decision is 
due to circumstances and a crisis in the country 
and based on the decision of the Council of 
Ministers, no school has the right to deduct the 
two-week suspension of schools from teachers’ 
salaries.” 

He advised any teacher that faces problems in 
this regard to file a complaint to the Private 

Education Department in order to do the neces-
sary actions toward these schools. 

Regarding E-learning 
that was implemented in 
some schools, he revealed 
that his department did 
not receive any official 
decision yet. “Although 
nothing is official, I believe 
that e-learning in schools 
will be activated through 
the so-called ‘educational 
television’ to make teach-
ers interact with students, 
and until this moment we 
have not received any new 
instructions regarding 
that,” he said. 

“The schools’ e-
learning is optional to 
parents and students and 

there is no decision yet to obligate both sides. 
The e-learning now is an agreement with both 
sides,” he added. 

Mutairi added that the decision to extend the 
school suspension is up to the health ministry to 
make. “Till now the cases are stable in the coun-
try, and it is expected that students will back to 
schools on March 15. But if the situation worsens 
and the number of cases rises, it is possible to 
extend the suspension for the educational institu-
tions,” he said. 

Some school are considering canceling the 
spring break to catch up on what was missed. In 

this regard, Al-Mutairi told Kuwait Times that: 
“The school does not have the right to cancel the 
spring break without the approval of the Ministry 
of Education, An official circular must be issued 
to approve that decision, and nothing was 
released yet.” 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education 
announced on its official Instagram on 
Wednesday that teachers and students in Arabic 
schools (public and private) can use the “Siraj” 
application to keep on track if they choose to do 
so. This e-learning platform has not been man-
dated as a requirement. 

The Ministry affirmed that the student and 
teacher can use the remote study through the 

educational channel “Siraj” that has been started 
broadcasting since 2013 where it includes 
approximately 700 records of reviews and previ-
ous exams for high school. 

Officials from the health and education min-
istries met to determine the latest preparations 
for the return to schools, in the context of pre-
cautionary measures to counter the spread of the 
novel coronavirus. 

The gatherers agreed to start distributing 
thermometers to schools from Sunday with two 
for each school, besides providing nursing bodies 
for new schools and launching awareness cam-
paigns for students, teachers, and administrative 
staff to prevent the virus from spreading. 
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Clarification on e-learning in private schools
E-learning means different things to dif-
ferent schools.  
 
1. -  Some private schools have an e-learning 
process already approved by the Ministry of 
Education (MoE) prior to the current clo-
sure.  
 
2. - The e-learning that is forbidden is for 
public schools and private schools that had 
wanted to implement an e-learning platform 
that would grade students on homeschool 
work and that does not have prior approval.  

3.-  Until now, the ministry of Education has 
NOT issued a circular on e-learning but it 
has said that any e-learning that private 
schools adopt has to be OPTIONAL and 
that students may not be graded or tested 
during the closure.  
 
There is discussion within MoE to release an 
e-Learning plan should the closures be 
extended but no final circular has been 
issued and as of now, MoE are prepping for 
schools to reopen on March 15th. Of course 
that can change at any time.

By Ben Garcia  
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait requires that all people traveling 
from the Philippines must produce a health certificate 
confirming that they are free from the novel coron-
avirus (COVID-19). This certificate is known as the 
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR). 

This however will most likely create a bottle neck for 
those planning to come to Kuwait and for those hoping 
to travel back to the Philippines any time soon. As there 
is only one available testing center for the Polymerase 
Chain Reaction (PCR) in the Philippines - the Research 
Institute for Tropical Medicine (RITM).  

According to the instructions from the Directorate 
General Civil Aviation in Kuwait all passengers from 
the Philippines, India, Bangladesh, Egypt, Syria, 
Azerbaijan, Turkey, Sri Lanka, Georgia and Lebanon 
are obliged to obtain a PCR-certificate confirming 
they are free from COVID-19 before boarding a plane 
coming to Kuwait. Absence of the said certificate will 
result in deportation on the same carrier airline that 
brought them.  

“If they really implement that, it is a difficult task for 
those who are on vacation, or newly-hired workers 
because what we have here is a single laboratory and 
per instructions, the people who can be allowed a 
PCR-test are those persons under investigation. If they 
are not, they cannot carry out the test,” said a doctor 
who spoke to Kuwait Times on the condition of 
anonymity since he is not authorized to speak for the 
Philippines Ministry of health. He works with San 

Lazaro Hospital , also an Infectious Diseases 
Specialized Hospital in Manila. “The test is being con-
ducted free of charge but only to people who are sus-
pected of carrying an infectious disease such as coron-
avirus or AIDS,” the doctor mentioned. The new travel 
restrictions will be carried out by the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation starting March 8, 2020.  

From the time the regulation circulated on social 
media, many Filipinos turned to a so-called list of 
accredited medical health facilities in the Philippines, 
which went viral on social media platforms and men-
tioned clinics where people could visit and allegedly 
get the certificate from. Only yesterday morning how-
ever that the Philippine Embassy in Kuwait came out 
with an advisory telling Filipinos that it has not 
received any official information from the Kuwaiti gov-
ernment regarding the list of health clinics.   

“The Filipino Community in Kuwait is informed 
about the alleged list of Philippine health centers that 
has been circulating on social media. This list is uncon-
firmed and unverified. The embassy continues to be in 
touch with the Kuwait government regarding this mat-
ter,” the advisory reads. 

There are thousands of Filipinos arriving in Kuwait 
from the Philippines almost every day. To date, the 
Fil ipino population in Kuwait numbers around 
250,000. The Phil ippines Embassy encourages 
Filipinos to get the verified advisories and updates 
about COVID-19 from the embassy’s social media 
account: www.facebook.com/PHinKuwait, Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/PHinKuwait.  

Only 1 testing center for corona health certificate in Manila

‘No salary deductions for teachers during closure’ ‘Spring Break dates may not be changed without Education 
Ministry approval’


