
LONDON: Seven of Formula One’s 10 teams
put on a rare show of unity on Wednesday in
threatening legal action against a confidential
settlement between the governing FIA and Fer-
rari over the Italian team’s 2019 power unit. The
teams-all those not powered by Ferrari engines-
said they had been “surprised and shocked” by
an FIA statement issued at the end of the final
day of pre-season testing in Spain last week.

That FIA statement provided little informa-
tion, other than stating that the governing body
and Ferrari had reached a settlement after tech-
nical investigations into the team’s engine. It
said “the specifics of the agreement will remain
between the parties”, a position that raised
questions about why the statement had even
been issued.

The seven teams, including champions Mer-
cedes, made clear in a joint statement that the

situation was not acceptable, with the sport
preparing for the first race of the season in
Australia on March 15. The non-signatories,
apart from Ferrari, were Haas and Alfa Romeo
who are closely aligned with the Italian team.
“An international sporting regulator has the re-
sponsibility to act with the highest standards of
governance, integrity and transparency,” the
seven teams said.

“After months of investigations that were un-
dertaken by the FIA only following queries
raised by other teams, we strongly object to the
FIA reaching a confidential settlement agree-
ment with Ferrari to conclude this matter.” The
teams added that they had a shared commitment
“to pursue full and proper disclosure in this mat-
ter, to ensure that our sport treats all competi-
tors fairly and equally”. “In addition, we reserve
our rights to seek legal redress, within the FIA’s

due process and before the competent courts.”

Fuel flow
Ferrari’s engine was the subject of much

speculation last year, with rivals suspecting the
team were circumventing fuel flow sensors to
gain performance. Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max
Verstappen angered Ferrari by suggesting last
November that they were bending the rules. In
one interview with Dutch television, the 22-year-
old used the word “cheating”. Verstappen was
more diplomatic on Wednesday after doing the
first lap of the revamped Dutch GP circuit at
Zandvoort.

“The answers I will leave up to the team, I’m
not involved in that,” he told Sky Sports televi-
sion. “But I think in every sport you want a level
playing field.” Ferrari, who denied doing any-
thing illegal, had started the 2019 season as early

favorites after impressive times in testing and a
clear straight line speed advantage. The per-
formance appeared to tail off, however, after the
FIA issued several technical directives concern-
ing fuel flow sensors later in the year. They have
also been slower than Mercedes on the 2020
testing timesheets.

Ferrari team principal Mattia Binotto said in
December they had been one of the most
checked teams on the grid and had not changed
their way of operating the engine towards the
end of last season. Ferrari finished runners-up
to Mercedes in 2019, with three race wins. For-
mula One managing director Ross Brawn, a for-
mer Ferrari technical director as well as
ex-principal of Mercedes F1, could not shed any
light on the settlement when asked by Reuters
on Tuesday. “I don’t know and there’s nothing I
can say,” he replied. — Reuters
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Barbie launches
dolls to honor
women sports stars
LONDON: British sprint world champion Dina
Asher-Smith said she was “proud” to have her
own Barbie as the toy brand announced a line-
up of dolls to honor female sporting role models
ahead of International Women’s Day. Asher-
Smith, who won the 200 meters gold at last
year’s world championships in Doha, was one of
several sports stars to be recognized as role
models. French women’s football captain Aman-
dine Henry and Ukraine’s fencing world cham-
pion Olga Kharlan also have dolls.

It is part of the Barbie Dream Gap Project, a
social initiative to raise awareness around fac-
tors that prevent girls from reaching their full

potential. “I’m so proud to have my own one-of-
a-kind Dina Barbie doll,” said Asher-Smith. “It’s
an honor to work with Barbie as a ‘Shero’ and
work together to inspire future champions.
“Growing up, sportswomen were less visible in
the media and there is still a gap when it comes
to women’s sports, which is why representation
is so important.” She added: “I hope little girls
will see my doll and be inspired to take up and
continue to enjoy sports.”

Lisa McKnight, global head of dolls at Bar-
bie, said the aim was to shine a spotlight on
“powerful, diverse role models” ahead of Inter-
national Women’s Day on March 8. Heather
Smith, associate head of innovation at Women
in Sport, said too many girls were missing out
on the physical and mental benefits of sport.
“Sport and physical activity is a fantastic way
to build girls’ confidence and resilience, helping
them become healthy and happy young
women,” she said. “At Women in Sport, we’re
determined to help more girls enjoy these life-
long rewards of sport.”— AFP 

LONDON: A handout picture shows Barbie dolls designed after leading female sports stars, including
French women’s football captain Amandine Henry (2nd left) and British sprint world champion Dina
Asher-Smith (3rd left), ahead of International Women’s Day. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: WBC heavyweight
champion Tyson Fury stunned boxing fans
on Wednesday when he said he would only
fight twice more but the president of his
promotional company wouldn’t be surprised
if his career carried on longer than that.
Fury soundly defeated Deontay Wilder last
month to claim the WBC belt and the pair
are expected to meet for a third time in
early July after the American, who fought
Fury to a draw in their first meeting, trig-
gered a rematch clause.

Boxing fans hope to see an all-British
battle between Fury and WBA, IBF and
WBO champion Anthony Joshua, possibly
in December, and Fury said he was then
likely to hang up his gloves. “I’ve got two
more fights left and then we’re going to re-
ally think about what we’re going to do
from there,” Fury, 31, told British TV show
This Morning while seated alongside his
wife Paris.

“I’m undefeated in 31 professional fights,
this is my 12th year as a professional, so yeah,
that’s what I want.” Top Rank president Todd
DuBoef said he had seen fighters he’s worked
with say they are going to retire, only to be
lured back into the ring later. “Manny Pac-
quiao was retired for a while and he’s 42,”
DuBoef told Reuters, referring to the Filipino
legend who is planning to fight again this
year. “Bernard Hopkins was never coming
back. Conor McGregor retired. We’ll see
how it plays out,” he said.

“He may get inspired and there could be
a Wilder-Fury four fight. There could be an
Anthony Joshua one, two and three fights.
Who the hell knows, right? “I’m not going to
predict anything but I’ve been in the business
a long time and I’ve seen people when

they’ve thought it was time to get out, come
back.” DuBoef said despite the one-sided
nature of the recent Wilder-Fury showdown,
which set a Las Vegas gate record for a
heavyweight fight, there will be no trouble
drumming up interest in a third installment
given Wilder’s knockout power.

“Most people picked Wilder going into
this fight,” DuBoef said of the Alabama na-
tive, who is 42-1-1 with 41 KOs. “Tyson
shocked everybody in this one by executing
a game plan but the one game plan he can’t
execute is defense against a guy that has dy-
namite in his hand,” he added. “As long as a
guy can crack the way Wilder does, he’s al-
ways in the fight. “Just because you got him
on one night doesn’t mean you can get him
every night.”— Reuters
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