
LOS ANGELES: Luka Doncic had a record-
setting 30-point triple double as the Dallas
Mavericks held off Zion Williamson’s New Or-
leans Pelicans 127-123 in overtime on Wednes-
day. The score was tied three times in the extra
session before Doncic drained a clutch three
pointer with 70 seconds left to make it 121-118
in a thrilling matchup that featured two of the
league’s brightest young stars in Doncic and
Zion Williamson.

Doncic finished with 34 points, 17 rebounds
and 10 assists, while Pelicans rising star
Williamson scored 21 points in 35 minutes of
playing time in the first back-to-back games of
his NBA career. But Williamson couldn’t match
the heroics of the 21-year-old Doncic, who
broke the Mavs’ career triple double record
with his 22nd overall. The Slovenian did it in just
his 122nd career game.

Doncic also became the youngest player in
NBA history to record a game with at least 30
points, 15 rebounds and 10 assists. Doncic
sprained his right thumb. He had it checked by
team doctors and afterwards said it felt good.
After the game, Pelicans coach Alvin Gentry got
upset with New Orleans reporters asking
whether the 19-year-old Williamson can handle
playing back-to-back games. “He’s fine. We
worry about him too fricking much. He’s 19-
years old, he’s fine,” Gentry said as he walked
away from the media scrum.

“Physically I felt fine,” said Williamson. Seth
Curry added 21 points, Tim Hardaway scored 18
and Delon Wright had 10 for the Mavericks,

who improved to 6-3 in the past nine games.
Brandon Ingram scored 27 before fouling out,
Lonzo Bell had 25 points and 11 rebounds for
the Pelicans, who lost their third straight. Jrue
Holiday had 19 points, Frank Jackson scored 12,
and Derrick Favors added 10 points and 14 re-
bounds in the loss.

Bucks rebound
Elsewhere, reigning league MVP Giannis An-

tetokounmpo scored a game-high 29 points and
12 rebounds as the league-leading Milwaukee
Bucks captured the season series from Indiana
with a 119-100 win over the Pacers.

Khris Middleton scored eight of his 20 points
in a third-quarter run that gave them the victory
and helped the Bucks rebound from a 105-89
loss to Miami two nights earlier. “We just tried
to get back on track,” Antetokounmpo said. “We
didn’t just lose-we played bad against Miami-
and I think everybody in this locker room
wanted to play ball and just get back on track
and get a win.” TJ Warren had a team-high 18
points for Indiana, which had a four-game win-
ning streak stopped.

Antetokounmpo made all seven of his free
throws, as the Bucks sank 20 baskets from the
free throw line compared to just nine for the
Pacers. Donte DiVincenzo finished with 19
points, Eric Bledsoe had 16 to go with a team-
high seven assists for the Bucks, who have
beaten Indiana three times this season and won
seven out of their last eight games. A back-and-
forth first half saw the Bucks open the game on

a 33-11 run. But the Pacers answered with a run
of their own to get within 58-56 at halftime.

Milwaukee used a 26-9 third-quarter surge
to turn a one-point game into an 89-71 lead.
Middleton had a pair of three-pointers in the
decisive burst. Antetokounmpo, Wesley

Matthews and Brook Lopez added one apiece,
and Bledsoe chipped in with a three-point play.
The Pacers never made a game of it after that.
The Bucks also outscored Indiana 39-21 on
three-pointers while outshooting the Pacers
45.7 percent overall to 43.3 percent.— AFP 
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DALLAS: Luka Doncic #77 of the Dallas Mavericks drives to the basket against Derrick Favors #22
of the New Orleans Pelicans and Jrue Holiday #11 of the New Orleans Pelicans in the second quarter
at American Airlines Center on March 04, 2020. — AFP 

Doncic sets Mavericks 
triple double record

Virus hits NHL
overseas 
travel, Europe
scouting
MIAMI: NHL officials have banned overseas
business travel due to the global coronavirus
outbreak and are making contingency plans
as the Stanley Cup playoffs approach, com-
missioner Gary Bettman said Wednesday. As
a league general managers meeting con-
cluded in Florida, Bettman said the league is
in touch with medical experts and other
sports leagues in trying to determine plans to
cope with the growing health concern. “What
we can do is take it a day at a time and see
what the experts in the field are telling us,”
Bettman said.

Bettman says employees who make per-
sonal trips to countries impacted by the virus
must be quarantined out of the office for two
weeks upon their return as a precaution to
see if symptoms arise. With one month re-
maining in the NHL regular season, the league
has informed teams of its policy but allows
clubs to make their own decisions on business
travel, admitting that some European scouting
of talent had been disrupted by the travel ban.

“Our clubs at the medical level, the training
level and the player level are pretty informed

as to what is wise and prudent conduct under
the circumstances,” Bettman said. Bettman
said the NHL is communicating with the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention and
Health Canada as well as the NFL, NBA and
Major League Baseball and constantly pro-
viding updates to clubs.

But Bettman is not saying what ideas the
NHL has in mind should coronavirus became
a more serious concern in the United States
and Canada. “We’re aware of and focused on
all possibilities, but at this point it would be
premature to pick any one of the possibilities,
especially because it may or may not become
necessary in North America, which is why
we’re staying current,” he said. “We’re staying
in communication with everyone appropriate,
and we’ll deal with it if and when the time
comes.”

Six International Ice Hockey Federation
world junior tournaments in Europe sched-
uled for this month have been canceled while
the world governing body will wait until
March 15 to address the World Champi-
onships set for May in Switzerland, where the
Swiss government has banned events with
more than 1,000 spectators.

“We’re aware of what’s happening in other
places in the world, and we understand that
things may evolve or change, and we also un-
derstand that we’re going to have to react to
it in a professional and timely and sensible
basis,” Bettman said. “But I don’t think, as we
sit here today, people should get too far
ahead of themselves in terms of how they ei-
ther react to this or report this. Let’s see how
it all evolves.” — AFP 

Old foes, invisible
men and virus
switch: Super 
Rugby talking points
WELLINGTON: A stand-in coach, disappearing
stars and schedule changes forced by the coron-
avirus outbreak are among Super Rugby talking
points ahead of this weekend’s sixth round of the
2020 season:

Gatland puts Steamer in charge 
Clayton McMillan has been named by Warren

Gatland to take charge at Waikato Chiefs while the
former Wales coach is off leading the British and
Irish Lions in South Africa next year. McMillan, who
has coached New Zealand Maori and the Bay of
Plenty Steamers, is well-known to Gatland. The 50-
year-old was in charge of the mostly part-time NZ
Provincial Barbarians side that gave Gatland’s 2017
Lions an opening tour match scare with some enter-
prising rugby before losing 13-7. McMillan, who has
also coached in Japan, was pleased to have signed a
one-year contract with the Chiefs for 2021. “Super
Rugby has certainly been a goal of mine,” he said.

Missing Bulls 
Former Springboks coach Nick Mallett has

branded recent Northern Bulls recruits Juandre
Kruger and Josh Strauss “invisible men” after a dis-
mal four-loss start to the season. “Kruger should be

leading from the front, but he was nowhere, and I
hardly saw Strauss,” said TV analyst Mallett after
the Bulls suffered a round-four thumping at home
to the Jaguares. “Juandre and Josh are vastly expe-
rienced players and should be bringing the younger
Bulls along with them, but they are not producing
enough aggression.” The bottom-of-the-table, Pre-
toria-based Bulls will on Saturday host fellow
strugglers Otago Highlanders, who are two places
higher in the combined table having won just one
of four matches.

Virus hits Sunwolves-Brumbies 
First it was bushfire smoke, then a mumps out-

break and now the ACT Brumbies’ season has
taken another unexpected twist with their clash
against the Sunwolves relocated from Osaka to the
neutral venue of Wollongong, New South Wales,
because of the coronavirus. “It’s been an interest-
ing year but the players have been very good,” ad-
mitted the Australia Conference leaders’ coach
Dan McKellar. 

“There’s been no whinging or complaining.
There’s plenty of people who’ve had to experience
a whole lot of things worse.” The Brumbies had to
relocate their pre-season training from Canberra
to Newcastle, north of Sydney, due to bushfires.
They then dealt with a mumps outbreak that side-
lined several players, with the latest curveball
meaning their showdown with the Sunwolves has
not only been moved but will be played two days
earlier than scheduled on Friday. New Coastal
Sharks coach Sean Everitt has enjoyed a fantastic
tour of Australia and New Zealand, winning three
of four matches, but insists he is not pandering to
politicians by regularly fielding up to eight black
players in his starting line-up.  — AFP 


