
ISSUE NO: 18079

28 Pages  
150 Fils

 
www.kuwaittimes.net

Established 1961 
The First Daily in the Arabian Gulf

RAJAB 15, 1441 AH 
TUESDAY,  
MARCH 10, 2020

Max 29º 
Min 14º 

Cabinet extends school closure  
for 2 weeks, shuts cinemas, halls

Work permits, residencies of expats stranded abroad can be renewed

By B Izzak, Faten Omar and Agencies  
 
KUWAIT: The Cabinet yesterday decid-
ed to extend school holidays for two 
more weeks until March 26 and close all 
cinemas, theatres, wedding halls and hotel 
meeting rooms until further notice to pre-
vent the spread of the coronavirus. The 
Cabinet also assigned authorities to coor-
dinate to suspend issuance of all entry 
permits and visas unless those issued 
through diplomatic missions abroad. 

MPs called for closing the sagging 
bourse and studying the impact of the 
slide in oil prices, while lawmakers led by 
MP Safa Al-Hashem submitted urgent 
amendments stipulating that expats who 
refuse to undergo medical tests should be 
deported immediately. 

The health ministry announced one 
more case of COVID-19, raising the total 
number to 65, a majority of them of peo-
ple who returned from Iran, as the num-
ber of coronavirus cases in the Gulf has 
sharply increased. The ministry reiterated 
that only one case is in critical condition 

while the rest are stable. Two cases have 
recovered. In the meantime, Health 
Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah 
denied he has resigned. 

The interior ministry said yesterday it 
will facilitate the renewal of work permits 
and residencies of employees in the pri-
vate sector even if they are abroad due to 
the spread of coronavirus. Employers 
should take the work permit from the 
Public Authority of Manpower and then 
renew the residency at the immigration 
department, the ministry’s Assistant 
Undersecretary for Residency Affairs Maj 
Gen Talal Maarafi said in a statement.  

He said employers can do this even if 
their employees are out of the country, 
but their passports should be valid. 
Maarafi said residencies of the employ-
ee’s family members who are in Kuwait 
can be renewed as well. Visit visas can 
also be extended for two months, he 
explained. The official said employers of 
domestic workers can renew their resi-
dencies even if they are in their home 
countries. He said these measures apply 

to citizens of Bangladesh, China, Egypt, 
Hong Kong, India, Italy, Iran, Iraq, Japan, 
Korea, Lebanon, Philippines, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka, Syria and Thailand.  

The health ministry yesterday 
announced three quarantine categories 

for people returning from countries with 
confirmed coronavirus cases. The first 
category stipulates compulsory quaran-
tine at government quarantine centers for 
14 days for people returning from 
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• Authorities to coordinate to suspend issuance of all visas  
• Quarantine measures for passengers from 27 countries 

• Expats who refuse medical tests should be deported: MPs 
• 43 new deaths in Iran; bootleg booze ‘cure’ kills 27 

QATIF, Saudi Arabia: A foreign worker wearing a protective mask fills up a car at a 
petrol station yesterday. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Oil prices suffered their biggest daily 
rout since the 1991 Gulf War yesterday as top pro-
ducers Saudi Arabia and Russia began a price war 
that threatens to overwhelm global oil markets with 
supply. A 20 percent slump in oil prices triggered 
another day of heavy losses on Wall Street’s main 
stock indexes as the rapid spread of coronavirus 
amplified fears of a global recession. 

Stock markets in the energy-rich Gulf states were 
battered yesterday. All seven Gulf Arab bourses 
were in the red for the second day running, shedding 
hundreds of billions of dollars of market value. 
Kuwait’s Premier index tumbled 10.3 percent, forc-
ing a suspension of trading for the second day in a 
row. The country’s All-Shares Index lost 8.6 percent. 

The Saudi market, the largest in the region, dived 
7.8 percent over the day, with energy giant Saudi 
Aramco plunging by 10 percent before recovering 
around half of that by close.  
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Oil falls most since  
Gulf War; Kuwait,  
Gulf stocks nosedive 


