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tereophonics’ Kelly Jones says
David Bowie inspired him to write
‘Dakota’. The 2005 single appears
on the band’s ‘Language. Violence.

Other?’ album, and Kelly has revealed how the
late music icon inspired him to write the song
whilst they were touring the US together back
in 2003. Explaining that Bowie would attend
their soundcheck before each night of the tour,
he said: “David Bowie would be watching, so
we didn’t want to waste too much of his time.
“So we’d play a song for maybe 45 seconds,

and then another song for like a minute, and
then maybe another song for a minute, and
then maybe 30 seconds of a song. “And then I
would walk off the stage and I would walk
towards the dressing room, and [Bowie] would
put his arm on my shoulder and he would walk
with me and say, ‘You know, if you extended a
few of those songs, you might be onto some-
thing.’  “So I wrote this song, this is called
‘Dakota’.” Meanwhile, Kelly previously claimed
he likes Stereophonics not being “in fashion”.
The ‘All In One Night’ hitmaker feels the most

important aspect of their career has been to
make a back catalogue that is “honest” and
true to themselves. He said: “Looking back
musically, I’m proud of everything we’ve
achieved and playing to small and big crowds.
We’ve never been in fashion and I like that, as
it’s all about the songs.  “Like when we stepped
in for Snow Patrol and headlined Latitude in
summer, we said we would do it if we could do
our thing.”

S

alsey wants to make an entire album in the
style of ‘Experiment On Me’. The 25-year-old
singer has collaborated with Bring Me The
Horizon on the new track, and Halsey has

admitted to being in love with the tone of the song, say-
ing she’d love to make a whole album in the same style.
She wrote on her Instagram account: “I would love to do
a whole album in the vein of nightmare and EOM. Should
I start a side project or just say whatever? (sic)”
‘Experiment On Me’ features on the ‘Harley Quinn: Birds
of Prey’ soundtrack, and the singer has previously admit-
ted to loving the song. She wrote on Twitter in January:
“Experiment on Me!!!! For the birds of prey soundtrack.
Hands down craziest song I’ve ever recorded. By a land-
slide. And rightfully so for Harley!!!!! (sic)” Meanwhile,
Halsey recently insisted she doesn’t care if she’s per-
ceived to be “boring”. The singer - who is currently dat-
ing actor Evan Peters, having previously been in a rela-
tionship with G-Eazy - has made a conscious decision to
change her approach to life over the last year. The music
star - who was diagnosed with bipolar disorder when she
was 17 - shared: “Here I am - impulsive, spontaneous,
kind of damaged, meeting a guy, a girl, whoever, and
they’d say: ‘I’ve never met anyone like you, I’m becoming
a different person.’ “I was scared to be bored, scared to
be exhausted. This year, I put my foot down. I don’t care
if everybody thinks I’m boring. I’m not gonna kill myself.”

iona Apple has finished her new album.
The 42-year-old singer hasn’t released
an album since ‘The Idler Wheel...’ in
2012 - but in a video posted on a fansite,

she revealed that her new album is finally complete.
In the clip on Fiona Apple Rocks, the award-win-
ning musician spelt out M-Y-R-E-C-O-R-D-I-S-
D-O-N-E in American Sign Language, followed by
a nod and a smile. Fiona - who released her debut
album, ‘Tidal’, back in 1996 - has been teasing
details of her new record for years. Last year, the
singer admitted she wanted to release her new
album “a million years ago”. Asked when it would
be ready for fans, she shared: “I mean, I don’t know!
It’s hard to say. “I was supposed to be done a mil-
lion years ago. And I go off and I take too long
making stuff. I’m hoping for early 2020. I think.”
Asked whether she’d compare her new album to
any of her previous work, Fiona said: “It’s probably
its own thing. But I don’t know how to articulate
that. “It’s like, if you’ve been working out every day
for a month and then nobody sees you, they see the
difference, but if you’ve been doing it all the time,
you don’t really see the difference. “I can’t really
know the growth or the evolution or anything like
that in what I do, because I’m in the middle of it.”
Fiona also excited her loyal fans earlier this year,
when she shared footage of herself working in the
recording studio on social media.

F

ave’s performance at the BRITs was “career-
defining”, according to the chairman of the
event. The 21-year-old rapper delivered a
politically-charged performance during the

glitzy awards show in February - which has already
racked up 2.7 million YouTube views - and BRITs chair-
man David Joseph has stressed the significance of his
appearance at the event in London, explaining how the
organizers tried to ensure they’d make the most of the
opportunity. He told the BBC: “For the younger artists
who’d never done big shows before, we put them on at
the start. It was something they asked for because they’d
be less nervous than doing it an hour-and-a-half into it.”
The format of the event was rejigged this year, with the
show featuring extra stages, fewer categories and more
live musical performances. And David thinks the new

approach worked well, saying it helped to give artists
more freedom. He said: “I told the artists, ‘You are not
restricted to how long your performance is. You can gen-
uinely do whatever you want. If you want to do 15 min-
utes, you can do 15 minutes. If you want to do three, you
can do three.’” Dave’s track ‘Black’ saw a staggering
1,889 percent spike in streams shortly after his powerful
performance at the BRITs. The rapper hit the headlines
after he accused British Prime Minister Boris Johnson of
being a “a real racist” during his on-stage performance.
The London-born star rapped: “It is racist, whether or
not it feels racist. “The truth is our Prime Minister’s a real
racist. They say you should be grateful we’re the least
racist, I say the least racist is still racist.”

H
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in Diesel will not let the coronavirus threat
delay his movies ‘Bloodshot’ or ‘Fast and
Furious 9’. The 52-year-old actor is always
determined to please his fans and admits that

he is “begging” to promote ‘F9’ in China, despite the
threat of the respiratory disease, which has seen the
release of James Bond flick ‘No Time To Die’ pushed
back from April until November.  In an interview with
USA Today, Vin said: “I love to show up for the audience
and for the fans because God knows how much they’ve
showed up for me.  “I’m crazy. I’m begging Sony to let me
go to China, even now. And you should see everyone’s
faces like, ‘You’re going alone, buddy!’” The ‘XXX:
Return of Xander Cage’ star admits that he “won’t fault”
anyone questioning the decision to release ‘F9’ in May, as
planned, but he thinks Universal Pictures should stick to
the schedule. Vin said: “I won’t fault anyone in the world
for saying, ‘You guys are stupid for releasing this movie
right now.’ “(But) we need movies now more than ever.
We’re already in a very interesting time where cinema
and the cinematic experience is so threatened. So, yes,
put it on record we’re going to show up.” Vin wants to
support the “magic” of the cinematic experience and
believes that the film is about spreading happiness, rather
than just box office figures. He said: “There is a magic to
the cinematic experience. I like to support that in every
single way. Maybe the higher thinking is not to just focus
on the box office, but know that we’re all one world and
we all have to get through this together.” Vin also claims
that he looks at the situation in a similar manner to his tit-
ular character in ‘Bloodshot’, which sees him play a sol-
dier brought back to life with the use of nanotechnology
which give him superpowers. He explained: “Let me put it
to you this way: ‘Bloodshot’ is a soldier and a soldier
doesn’t decide or pick when or where he’s deployed.
We’re going to go in.”

V

ule Hill has joined Andrea Riseborough in the
supernatural thriller ‘Geechee’. According to a
plot summary, Andrea will star as Wren, a suc-
cessful New York scientist who decides to

leave the city with her son to start life over in the remote
Sea Islands, off the Atlantic Coast, whose people are
descendants of a centuries-old group of African slaves.
But soon her world starts to unravel as the souls of the
subjugated begin to haunt her dreams and her waking life
- until she is driven to the brink of horrifying insanity. The
project is being written and directed by Dubois Ashong
in his feature debut. It will be produced and financed by
Stuart Ford through his AGC Studios banner alongside
Glendon Palmer, while Jermaine Johnson and Luke
Maxwell are attached as executive producers. Dule, 44,
has had a number of television roles during her career
including ‘The West Wing’, ‘Psych’, as well the show’s two
television films, and ‘Ballers’. His cinematic credits include
‘Men of Honour’, ‘Holes’ and ‘Sleight’. Andrea recently
appeared in horror remake ‘The Grudge’ and her previ-
ous filmography includes ‘Battle of the Sexes’ and
‘Birdman’.  The 38-year-old actress starred as Marilyn
Barnett in ‘Battle of the Sexes’, she was the secret lover
of then-closeted lesbian tennis legend Billie Jean King,
played by Emma Stone. Andrea previously opened up on
how “relieved and comfortable” she was too have a sex
scene with Emma. She said: “People are always fascinat-
ed by that question. But no, it wasn’t odd for me. Emma
and I knew each other well enough to feel relieved and
comfortable to be doing this with each other, which is not
often something you find playing opposite someone
romantically.”

ames Wan is working on a monster movie with
Universal. The 43-year-old filmmaker will pro-
duce an upcoming monster movie in the works
at Universal, according to The Hollywood

Reporter. Little is known about the untitled project as of
the time of writing, but sources have told the publication
the story takes its cues from Universal’s classic monster
legacy, but through a modern prism. It is believed the film
will focus on a group of teens who discover that a neigh-
bor is building a monster in his basement. Wan is not
directing the project, but is producing through his Atomic
Monster banner. The script for the as-yet untitled horror
thriller is being penned by Robbie Thompson, who was a
longtime writer and co-executive producer on TV series
‘Supernatural’. For Wan, the producing role comes as his
Atomic Monster company has a busy year ahead, with
upcoming works including ‘The Conjuring: The Devil
Made Me Do It’ - which opens on September 11 - as well
as ‘There’s Someone Inside Your House’ for Netflix, and
the ‘Mortal Kombat’ movie slated for January 2021. The
company is also in postproduction for creepy thriller
‘Malignant’, which Wan directed and which is set for an
August 14 release. Wan - who is known for his work in the
horror genre, and made his feature film debut at the helm
of ‘Saw’ in 2004 - previously dropped hints about
‘Malignant’ when he suggested the New Line production
would be a “hard-R thriller” embracing his “indie roots”.
He said: “There’s been a bit of speculation as to what my
next project is... all I’ll say is, I’m super excited to go back
to my indie roots with this hard-R thriller.  “An original
horror idea (not a reboot/remake or anything based on
existing IP) with old school, practical effects and no giant,
blue screen sets. That’s all I’ll say for now. (sic)”-Bang
Showbiz
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