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isgraced former K-pop star Seungri enlisted in
the South Korean army yesterday, meaning a
military court will now hear his trial on charges
stemming from a sex and drug scandal last

year. The 29-year-old singer from popular boyband BIG-
BANG has been indicted on accusations including prosti-
tution arrangement, embezzlement and illicit gambling. All
able-bodied South Korean men are obliged to fulfill
around two years of military service to defend the country
from nuclear-armed North Korea, with which it remains
technically at war. Wearing a black hooded shirt and

matching facemask, Seungri arrived at a military boot
camp in Cheorwon, a border town 100 kilometers north of
Seoul. Seungri-whose military service was postponed last
year because of ongoing police inquiries-bowed to
reporters but did not answer questions before checking in,
Yonhap news agency reported. BIGBANG enjoyed wide-
spread fame following its 2006 debut and Seungri went on
to become a successful businessman, but the public back-
lash and formal investigations caused him to retire from
showbusiness in 2019. Seungri, whose real name is Lee
Seung-hyun, is accused of habitual overseas gambling at

luxurious casinos in Las Vegas involving illicit foreign
exchange transactions.  He is also suspected of arranging
sex services for potential investors in his business. The
investigation into the scandal surrounding him uncovered
a spate of allegations against other musicians and person-
nel at YG Entertainment-Seungri’s former agency and one
of the biggest K-pop management firms. It prompted the
agency CEO Yang Hyun-suk to step down in June facing
probes of his own into illicit gambling.
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ohn Krasinski says Emily Blunt
is “the most tremendous
actress of our time”. The ‘A
Quiet Place Part II’ filmmaker -

who has written and directed the sequel
and its predecessor - once again appears
opposite his real life wife in the upcoming
horror movie, and he has heaped praise
on her skills as a performer. He told
‘Entertainment Tonight’: “She is without a
doubt the most tremendous actress of our
time, in my opinion... “She is the most
incredible partner in writing and directing
and set designs. She just has such good
ideas. “So, I actually felt like I had my
partner in all things on set, not just the
best actress in the world... “Anything I can
think of, she makes 10 times better so
that’s a pretty good weapon to have on
set.” Krasinski will return as Lee Abbott in
flashback sequences during the upcoming

movie, while Blunt reprises her role as
Lee’s wife Evelyn, Millicent Simmonds
and Noah Jupe back as their kids Regan
and Marcus. Although everyone has
returned two years after the first film
delighted movie-goers, Krasinski admit-
ted he had to convince Blunt to return. He
recently explained: “It was a hard no from
Emily. She said, ‘You know what, how
about this, why don’t you write the script?
And I’ll just read it. And I’ll let you know if
I think it’s something to do. Because I
don’t know how we match the first one.’
“[So], I spent some time on the script, I
wrote it, and I handed it to her and she
was like, ‘I’m so in’. “[She said], ‘I know
exactly what you’re trying to do, this is
not a sequel. This is something bigger
than that!’ 

J

uke Brandon Field wants to play Joe
Strummer in a movie. The ‘Jojo Rabbit’
actor is a big fan of music biopics and
would be excited if he ever got the

chance to play his idol, the late Clash frontman. He
said: “I’d love to do a music biopic. “My favorite
band are The Clash and I’d love to play Joe
Strummer. “But I’d also love to do a biopic of
Wham!, George [Michael] or Andrew [Ridgeley],
I’d play either.” The 31-year-old star would also
like a villainous role in a James Bond film. He told
Britain’s OK! magazine: “I’d also love to be a Bond
villain. I enjoy playing the bad guy. “It’s interesting
that the bad guys don’t think they are bad.” If
Luke gets his wish, he could find himself directed
by ‘Rocketman’ filmmaker Dexter Fletcher. Dexter
- who also took over directing duties on Queen
biopic ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ after Bryan Singer
was fired - recently admitted he would like to

make a movie about punk legends The Clash, but
not in the near future. He said: “They did their own
film many years ago but that could be interesting.
“[I’m not] rushing to do any more musical biopics
any time soon. Maybe in 10 years time - The Clash
will still be around. It’ll be great.” And the former
‘Press Gang’ actor wouldn’t rule out making a
movie about the late George Michael, but it would
depend on the script. He said: “I haven’t read the
script, I don’t know! Sure, he’s an incredible per-
son but for me, as a filmmaker, I need to find other
avenues to explore. “I don’t wanna say a flat ‘No,
I’d never do George Michael’ cos that would get
interpreted the wrong way.  “You read [the script]
and see if there’s something in it that could be
exciting. It’s not an easy thing to go like, ‘Oh, I’ll
do one about this person!’

om Cruise blocked Dougray Scott
from playing Wolverine in the ‘X-
Men’ franchise. The 57-year-old
actor and Dougray, 54, worked

together on ‘Mission: Impossible 2’ in 2000
and after the movie went over the initial sched-
ule, Tom insisted Dougray stuck around to fin-
ish the project, meaning he lost out on the
iconic role to Hugh Jackman. He said: “Tom
Cruise didn’t let me do it. We were doing
‘Mission Impossible’ and he was like, ‘you’ve
got to stay and finish the film’, and I said I will,
but I’ll go and do that as well. For whatever
reason he said I couldn’t.  “He was a very pow-
erful guy. Other people were doing everything
to make it work.” Despite this, Dougray doesn’t
harbor any bitterness towards Hugh, praising
what he did with the character. He told the
Daily Telegraph newspaper: “I love what Hugh
did with it. He’s a lovely guy.” Dougray starred
in a number of big-budget Hollywood movies
around the turn of the century, such as ‘Deep
Impact’. But he has subsequently turned his
back on many mainstream projects, and he
doesn’t have any regrets about the decision

he’s taken. He said: “I was always interested in
bettering myself as an actor, you know, rather
than [being] box office.” Dougray also insisted
he’s never been motivated by fame - and his
desire to find “good projects” has seen him

move away from Hollywood films. He said:
“Could I have been more successful? Yeah of
course. But fame was never something I ever
coveted. I just wanted good projects.”

T

ason Blum wants to
make a Frankenstein
film. The movie pro-
ducer has recently

worked on a reimagining of ‘The
Invisible Man’, starring Elisabeth
Moss and Oliver Jackson-Cohen,
and he now wants to turn his
attention to Mary Shelley’s iconic
monster. Jason told ‘The Evolution
of Horror’ podcast: “I’d love to do
Frankenstein. I’ve tasked our film-
makers with trying to figure out
just straight Frankenstein. “Again, I
don’t know if someone else is
doing it, I don’t know anything
about it, but I would love to try
and I’m waiting for the great idea.
‘The Invisible Man’, I agree, the
best ideas feel like, ‘My gosh, it’s
so obvious, why didn’t that hap-
pen before?’  “If we could come
up with something as good for
Frankenstein, I’d love to try that.”

A Frankenstein film had previously
been planned by Universal
Pictures as part of it’s ‘Dark
Universe’ of monster movie
reboots, starring Javier Bardem as
the titular character. However, the
planned reboots were scrapped
after the reboot of ‘The Mummy’
was a critical flop. The 51-year-
old producer revealed earlier this
year that he had been in talks with
Universal about more monster
reboots. Jason said: “I’ve had
some version of this conversation.
Not a serious one.  “I would say to
Universal, ‘What monsters are
available that I could play around
with?’ I would send those things
to our seven favorite filmmakers.
But I’m not going to talk to
Universal until ‘The Invisible Man’
comes out.”

arack and Michelle Obama
have reportedly teamed up
with the Russo brothers on a
new Netflix film. According to

Collider, the former US President and
First Lady will work on an adaptation of
‘Exit West’, the best-selling 2017 novel by
Mohsin Hamid. Barack has previously
included the fantasy drama on his list of
best books. The fourth novel from Mohsin,
who hails from Pakistan, tackles the global
refugee crisis as it follows a young couple,
Saeed and Nadia, who are forced to flee
an unidentified war-torn city in the
Middle East. The duo then join a group of
migrants and travel to safe havens around
the world using a system of guarded mag-
ical doors. The Obamas’ company Higher
Ground Productions is teaming up with
the Russo’s AGBO banner to produce the
feature adaptation for the streaming giant,

although representatives for the Russo
brothers have yet to comment on the
rumors. Riz Ahmed is reportedly attached
to star, with Yann Demange helming the
project. ‘The Imitation Game’ director
Morten Tyldum was originally tapped to
direct the movie, but it will now be made
by Yann, who has previously directed
‘White Boy Rick’. Mike Larocca will pro-
duce with Tonia Davis and Priya
Swaminathan, while a new writer is
expected to be hired to work on the
adaptation in the near future. The Russo
brothers recently wrapped production on
crime-drama ‘Cherry’, which stars Tom
Holland, while the Obamas’ Higher
Ground Productions was behind the
Oscar-winning documentary ‘American
Factory’.
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rew Barrymore has
launched a new
glasses range. The
‘Miss You Already’

star has unveiled seven new
styles as part of her Flower
Eyewear line, insisting that
wellness is important. She told
People magazine: “I wish peo-
ple were going to be on their
screens less, but my prediction
is that they will not be. We’ve
been in that category now with
Flower for several years and I
didn’t even need glasses when I
started it. Now I need them
because 40 is different than 45
and I loved designing them. 40
to 45, I have to start caring
about wellness in a whole new
way. So if there’s something we
can do to protect ourselves,
wellness and eyewear is such a
fun story for me.” Meanwhile,
Drew previously admitted she
finds it “harder” to be confident
the older she gets and she is
much more self-conscious now.
She said: “It gets harder as you
get older. I will see the monitor
all the time at photoshoots and

just think, ‘Holy hell. I hate what
I’m seeing. I don’t feel good
about myself. Where did my
chin go? Why is it inside my
neck? Why are my two eyes so
different? Why does the hair
not look right? Oh my god! My
puffiness, my dark circles. I will
literally eviscerate myself.’ And
I just think, ‘You know what?
Eventually, I don’t want to do
this anymore because I don’t
want to look at myself that
way.’ “I loved Madonna. I loved
Elton John. I always was drawn
to people who .. . Barbra
Streisand, Jane Fonda. You nev-
er knew what they were going
to look like as a character or in
a movie or the way they were
wearing their hair and makeup,
the style. Cher. This was what
inspired me growing up. I loved
the theatrics, but I really loved
the curiosity, the burning ques-
tion of what are they going to
do next, and then when they
present that.”— Bang Showbiz
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