
MIAMI: Britain’s Tyrrell Hatton, in only his
second tournament since right wrist sur-
gery, held off Australian Marc Leishman to
win his first US PGA Tour title Sunday at
the Arnold Palmer Invitational. The 28-
year-old Englishman made a double bogey
at 11 but closed with seven tension-packed
pars to finish a two-over 74 final round and
complete 72 holes at brutal and windy Bay
Hill on four-under 284 to edge the Aussie
by a stroke.

“To hold on and win here, such an
iconic venue, I’m just over the moon,”
Hatton said. While world number one
Rory McIlroy and other contenders faded
on the famed Orlando layout, Hatton rose
to the challenge of last-pair playing part-
ner Leishman to collect the victory in his
60th US PGA start.

Hatton has also taken four European
Tour victories, the most recent at last
November’s Turkish Airlines Open, just
before he underwent surgery. “It’s hard to
explain. It’s just an incredible feeling,”
Hatton said. “Such a tough day today. Felt
like I was playing myself out of it when I
made double at 11.”

Leishman, the 2017 Bay Hill champion
who won his fifth US PGA title in January
at Torrey Pines, shot 73 to finish on 285

with South Korean Im Sung-jae third on
286 and American Bryson DeChambeau
fourth, and the only other player under par
for the week, on 287.

Not since the 2014 WGC Mexico event
had five or fewer players cracked par for
72 holes outside a major. McIlroy stumbled
to a 76 to share fifth on 288 with New
Zealand’s Danny Lee and Americans Keith
Mitchell and Joel Dahmen.

Hatton led Leishman by two shots when
the day began but found a fairway bunker
with his first tee shot and missed an eight-
foot par putt to open with a bogey, then
made another at the fifth after plunking
into greenside sand.

But Hatton responded to the pressure
with a tee shot to two feet and birdie tap-
in at the par-3 seventh and a nine-foot
birdie putt at the par-4 eighth as he made
the turn two ahead of Im. Hatton bounced
his tee shot at 11 into the water, sent his
third over the green, pitched to the fringe
33 feet from the cup and made a six-foot
double bogey putt.

Im, who made bogey at 11 but birdied
the par-5 12th, briefly shared the lead but
his double bogey at 13 left Hatton alone at
the top again. Leishman made a 16-foot
par save at 11 and reached the green in two

at the par-5 12th to set up a tap-in birdie
and close within one of Hatton.

At 13, Hatton was into the deep left
rough but blasted over trees and water
onto the green saved par. Leishman missed
a 14-foot par putt at the par-3 14th, falling
two back, but birdied the par-5 16th to
close within one again. He was just left on a
34-foot birdie putt at the par-3 17th but
each man parred to send the drama to 18.

Leishman left a 70-foot birdie putt six
feet short, Hatton rolled a 25-footer for
birdie to 2 1/2 feet and each man sunk a
final par putt to give Hatton the triumph.

ANOTHER MCILROY TOP-5 
Four-time major winner McIlroy, who

defends at the Players Championship
next week, managed a sixth consecutive
top-five finish this season despite finding
only 4-of-14 fairways on his way to a
closing 76.

A pair of double-bogey disasters
doomed McIlroy’s bid for a second Bay Hill
crown in three seasons. The first came at
the par-5 sixth when the 30-year-old
Northern Ireland star found the right rough
and a greenside bunker, then blasted over
the back of the green into rocks. A penalty
drop and pitch followed and he two-putted

from inside seven feet.
At the par-4 ninth, McIlroy hooked his

tee shot left out of bounds, found the left

rough and a greenside bunker and blasted
out from 85 feet to three feet and salvaged
a double, making the turn six adrift. — AFP
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NZ beat Australia 
for Vancouver 
Sevens crown
LOS ANGELES: New Zealand beat
Australia 17-14 to win the Vancouver Sevens
Sunday and solidify their lead in the World
Rugby Sevens Series. Second-half yellow
cards to Maurice Longbottom and Lachie
Miller proved costly for Australia as New
Zealand came from behind to win their third
sevens title this season after triumphs in Cape
Town and Hamilton.

Australia had a chance to claim a victory
after New Zealand’s Sam Dickson was sin-
binned late, but a wild forward pass from
Lewis Holland allowed the Kiwis to hang on.
Australia were down by two men with four
minutes remaining when Joe Ravouvou
scored his second try to put New Zealand
ahead.

Australia had dominated the opening five
minutes, but managed to score just once on a
try from Anderson. Ravouvou dotted down
for New Zealand’s first try, but Australia led
14-5 at halftime after a breakaway try by
Longbottom.

After Longbottom was sin-binned for a
high tackle early in the second half Andrew
Knewstubb’s try trimmed the deficit to two
points. Miller was then shown a yellow card
over a late tackle and New Zealand took
advantage.

New Zealand top the standings on 115
points with South Africa second on 104. Fiji
are third on 83 and Australia fourth on 81.
Earlier Sunday, Suffocating defense had
keyed New Zealand’s 17-5 quarter-final win
over Fiji.

Tries from Tim Mikkeson and Sione Molia
saw New Zealand take a 12-0 halftime lead as
the Fijians struggled to get their running
game going.

Fiji’s lone try, by Josua Vakurnuabili, came
with New Zealand down a man. But the All
Blacks Sevens responded by securing the ball
on the re-start and finishing with a try from
Joe Ravouvou.

Two tries from Caleb Clark, along with one
each from Mikkeson, Etene Nanai-Seturo and
Sam Dickson gave New Zealand a 27-15 win
over South Africa in the semis. Australia
downed England 31-12 in the quarters, then
ended the dream run of Canada — who had
beaten Spain 21-0 to reach the final four —
with a dramatic 19-14 semi-final win.

Australia led by five going into the final
seconds only for Canada to win a turnover
and seize a chance to snatch the victory. The
hosts appeared to have pulled it off when
Theo Sauder burst through the defensive line,
but a video review showed he had lost the
ball over the line.

Canada had grabbed the opening try
before Lachie Miller evaded his Canadian
pursuers and offloaded to Nick Malouf, who
got it back to Anderson for an equalizing try.
A try from Henry Hutchinson and another
from Miller followed in quick succession. But
a try from Mike Fuailefau saw Canada narrow
the deficit to five points with less than two
minutes remaining.

Although they didn’t make it to the final,
Canada finished on a high note with a 26-19
victory over South Africa in the bronze medal
match. — AFP

Hatton holds off Leishman 
to win at brutal Bay Hill

ORLANDO: Tyrrell Hatton of England celebrates with the trophy after winning during the
final round of the Arnold Palmer Invitational Presented by MasterCard at the Bay Hill Club
and Lodge yesterday in Orlando, Florida. — AFP

McIlroy stumbles to a 76 to share fifth on 288 with N Zealand’s Danny Lee

LONDON: An air of unrest and uncer-
tainty hangs over Formula One as the
global motor racing bandwagon flies to
Melbourne for the start of the 71st cham-
pionship season at this weekend’s
Australian Grand Prix.

Lewis Hamilton’s bid to equal Michael
Schumacher’s tally of a record seven
drivers’ titles, and to overhaul his total of
91 race wins, will surely be the greatest
focus of on-track attention as his
younger rivals rise to challenge his
supremacy.

Against a backdrop of climate crisis
demonstrations and coronavirus fears,
not to mention an angry anti-Ferrari
schism in the pit-lane, it is hardly likely to
be a peaceful season.

Hamilton is in the final year of his cur-
rent Mercedes contract amid persistent
rumours of a possible future move to
Ferrari while the sport itself is bracing for
the introduction of a radical new rule-
book and revamped formula in 2021 —
and the need for a green revolution
beyond that.

The 2020 calendar, originally a bloat-
ed and unprecedented 22 races, including
new events in Vietnam and the
Netherlands, has been hit by late alter-
ations including the postponement of
China’s race in April, due to the COVID-
19 outbreak, and doubts over other
Grands Prix.

It is a situation demanding day-to-
day reviews with the races in Bahrain on
March 22 and in Hanoi on April 5 most
susceptible to enforced delays or can-
cel lat ion before the revived Dutch
Grand Prix, on May 3, marks the open-
ing of the European season. On Sunday,

Bahrain announced a plan to race with-
out spectators.

CREDIBILITY, DURABILITY 
Three years on from Liberty Media’s

takeover, F1 is at the threshold of an
exhausting examination of its credibility,
durability and, in some quarters, rele-
vance as the world around it swirls with
influential events yet there is still evi-
dence of its rude health in the queue to
host races, huge budgets and extended
number of races.

Hamilton and Mercedes’ hegemony is
under threat from not only Ferrari’s old-
and-new pairing of Sebastian Vettel and
Charles Leclerc, but also the unquestion-
able brill iance of Red Bull’s Max
Verstappen, who holds the records as
youngest driver, at 17, and winner, at 18.

Now 22, he aims to take Vettel’s record
as youngest champion. Verstappen, how-
ever, has shrugged aside talk of records
to focus, instead, on unsettling his target.
“He is good, very good and one of the
best, but he is not God,” he said of
Hamilton in February.

The champion replied, suggesting
such sabre-rattling was “a sign of weak-
ness”. For the Dutch driver, it was a satis-
fying result. His darts had stung, he
claimed. “I think the only competition he’s
had over the years, really, has been his
team-mate,” he said.

“In general, over a season, the car has
been too dominant for anyone to be able
to do something against it. That’s why I
think so far we have not been able to
stress test him. It’s been a little too com-
fortable.

“I’m very fired up to give it a go and I

think he knows that. The whole team is
fired up and we want to give them
(Mercedes) a hard time. If you don’t have
that fire within yourself, you’d better stay
home.”

‘AMUSEMENT’ 
Pre-season testing saw Mercedes, the

six-time champions of the current turbo
era, introduce an adventurous dual-axis
steering system (DAS) to an inevitable
uproar from their rivals.

F1 head of motorsport Ross Brawn, a
famed poacher-turned-gamekeeper,
laughed at the furore, describing it as
“classic F1”. Brawn, once of Benetton and
Ferrari, won the title with his eponymous
Brawn team in 2009.

He said a protest at the opening race is
likely — and that the innovation will be

banned next year. “I’ve been involved in a
lot of those arguments myself, in my
time,” he conceded. “So, I watch now
with amusement.”

Like most observers, he believes
Hamilton remains the man to beat, a view
shared by former champion Damon Hill
who has compared his compatriot’s
stature in F1 to that of Roger Federer in
tennis. “He keeps coming back to the
front,” he said. “It takes enormous talent,
but that’s not good on its own. He has
nurtured it, applied it, not spent it
unwisely. He is a phenomenon.”

Another title success this year would
invite Hamilton to go on to seek an eighth
and move into uncharted places, just as
F1 readies itself for a leap into the
unknown. In many ways, 2020 could be a
defining end-of-era season. — AFP
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Australia F1 rules
out fan ban in
wake of Bahrain
GP move
MELBOURNE: Australian Formula One
chiefs yesterday ruled out any chance of the
opening grand prix of the year following the
lead of Bahrain and barring spectators
because of the coronavirus.

On Sunday it was announced that the sea-
son’s second race in Bahrain would go ahead
without fans in a bid to prevent a spread of
the deadly virus that has forced a growing
number of sports events to be cancelled,
postponed or played behind closed doors.

But Australian Grand Prix Corporation
boss Andrew Westacott said that won’t be
happening in Melbourne. “Not at all,” he told
Melbourne radio station SEN when asked if
barring fans was being considered.

“When you look at 86,000 at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground last night, and
the footy the week after, we’ve got to go
around things sensibly and keep moving on
through life while taking the necessary pre-
cautions.” A world record crowd of 86,174
for a women’s cricket game crammed the
MCG on Sunday evening to see Australia
beat India in the Twenty20 World Cup final. 

Big crowds are also expected for the start

of the Australian Football League season lat-
er this month, despite the number of coron-
avirus cases rising to 93 yesterday. Most
Formula One teams are already in Australia or
en route, including powerhouse Ferrari and
Alpha Tauri from their bases in Italy, where
swathes of the country are now in lockdown
in a bid to halt the spread of the virus.

There were fears that the Australian gov-
ernment could bar travel from Italy, which
would have prevented staff from the two
teams being at the grand prix.

But it has yet to do so with travellers from
Italy still granted entry with more stringent
health checks.

“The interesting thing is the Ital ian
freight. The Alpha Tauri cars and the Ferrari
cars are on their way from Melbourne (air-
port) as we speak, so it’s really good. The
key personnel are on their planes,” said
Westacott.

He said the only Ferrari people not arriv-
ing from Italy were drivers Sebastian Vettel
and Charles Leclerc, who were heading from
Switzerland and France respectively.

“All the others are on their way, and we’re
expecting (them) in the next 12 to 24 hours.”

Westacott added that ticket sales were
“very strong” with more than 300,000 fans
usually flocking to Albert Park.

Victoria state Health Minister Jenny
Mikakos told media the fact there had been
no reported cases of community transmis-
sion of the virus meant the race could go
ahead. “At this point in time our advice
around the grand prix and other public
mass gathering events remains unchanged,”
she said. — AFP

Banned swimmer Sun’s
Australian coach cuts ties
SYDNEY: Disgraced Chinese swimmer Sun Yang’s veteran coach
Denis Cotterell has severed all ties with the three-time Olympic
champion after his eight-year drug ban, Australian media reported.
Australian Cotterell, regarded as one of the world’s top coaches,
had worked with the freestyle specialist since the 2008 Beijing
Olympics and long maintained Sun was clean.

But after the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) banned Sun
last month for refusing to give a doping sample in September 2018,
Cotterell said he was now “retired”. “I have terminated my contract
with (the) Chinese Swimming Association,” he told the Sydney Daily
Telegraph on Sunday.

Sun insists he is innocent and is to appeal, with his lawyer
reasserting his defence that doping officials who came to his home
were not qualified or authorised, and it was they who decided not to
pursue testing.

Asked if he supported Yang’s appeal, Cotterell replied: “No.” It
was the 28-year-old’s second ban for doping, having served three
months in 2014. Nevertheless, Cotterell told AFP at the world cham-
pionships in South Korea last year: “He’s not a drug cheat. 

“You can’t have the performances he’s had over the years without
doing the work. He’s been tested year in, year out — hundreds of
tests, winning every year over this period of 10 years.” A vial of
Sun’s blood was smashed with a hammer during the contentious
testing session in 2018, but he was originally acquitted of anti-dop-
ing violations by world swimming’s governing body FINA who
agreed that testers had failed to produce adequate identification.

The World Anti-Doping Agency took the matter to CAS,
demanding a ban of between two and eight years for missing the
out-of-competition test. — AFP


