
Surf’s up in
Fukushima nine
yrs after nuke
accident 
MINAMISOMA: Every morning, come
rain or shine, 64-year-old Koji Suzuki
grabs his board and checks out the surf
crashing onto the Fukushima coastline,
some of the best rollers in Japan. Suzuki’s
local beach, Minamisoma, is around 30
kilometres (20 miles) north of the crippled
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant and he
still has vivid memories of March 11, 2011,
when a towering tsunami triggered by a
magnitude-9.0 quake surged inland, rav-
aging the facility.

The ruthless waves also wiped out his
entire coastal neighbourhood of some 70-
strong households, including his surf shop.
He fled, leaving everything behind except
two shortboards that happened to be in
his getaway car. “I lost my house, my job
and my shop. My mother died while evac-
uated, and my father followed within
months. I lost everything. Except my surf-
ing,” he told AFP. When he returned that
summer, the beach was littered with
debris from broken houses.

The meltdown at the Fukushima
Daiichi plant, the worst nuclear accident
since Chernobyl, was still causing radia-
tion to leak into the environment, forcing
around 160,000 people to evacuate.

But Suzuki was determined to get back
into the water, where several currents col-
lide to make it one of the best surfing
spots in the country. “It was a heartbreak-
ing view, but the ocean was there just like
before... I thought if I didn’t go into the
water now, this shore would be dead for-
ever,” he said.

“I surf about 250 days a year,” said the
veteran, emerging from the water, board
under his arm. “I take a break only on
New Year’s Day and the day after. The
rest of the year, I come to see the ocean
every morning.”

Nine years later, Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe is keen to use the upcoming Tokyo
Olympics to showcase Fukushima’s recov-
ery, planning to start the Japan leg of the
torch relay from there. Abe’s government
also lifted an evacuation order for parts of
Futaba, one of two towns hosting the
nuclear plant, to allow the torch relay to
go through.

For 2020, surfing is making its Olympic
debut in part of a drive to make the
Games more interesting for young people.
The event will be held on Tsurigasaki
Beach, in Chiba, northeast of Tokyo.
Suzuki said he appreciates that
Fukushima may receive a boost from
being portrayed in the media as “safe” but

does not believe in the “Recovery
Olympics” touted by the government.

“Fukushima will never recover,” he
said. “I can never go back to the same
place where I used to live and run my
shop... Fukushima will be stigmatised in
history, forever.” And despite government
efforts to renew its image, the Fukushima
nuclear crisis is far from over. Japan is
agonising over what to do with around

one million tonnes of contaminated water
stored in tanks at the plant site. 

The radioactive liquid, from cooling
water, groundwater and rain that seeps
into the plant daily, is filtered to remove
most of the isotopes but one — tritium.
The world’s nuclear watchdog, IAEA, has
backed Japanese plans to release the
water into the ocean, describing it as a
practice “done elsewhere”. — AFP

NEW DELHI: The crushing defeat in Sunday’s final
against Australia will haunt Harmanpreet Kaur and her
team for a while but India hope the experience will only
make them better before the next Women’s Twenty20
World Cup in 2022.

India finished the group stage as the tournament’s
only unbeaten team and progressed to the final after
their semi-finals against England was washed out. The
expectations were naturally high, especially since India
had beaten the hosts in the tournament opener, but
Australia thrashed them by 85 runs to lift their fifth title.

The cricket-mad country reacted with maturity to
the setback and support poured in for Kaur’s team,
which included several teenagers. “It was a tough day
for #TeamIndia. Our team is young and will grow into a
solid unit,” batting great Sachin Tendulkar tweeted.

“You have inspired many across the globe. We are
proud of you. Keep working hard and never lose hope.
It will happen one day,” he added. Encouragement also
came from men’s team captain Virat Kohli, who endured
similar heartbreak in last year’s 50-overs World Cup,
where India topped the group stage but lost in the
semi-finals against New Zealand.

“Proud of all the efforts put in by the Indian
Women’s Cricket Team throughout their
#T20WorldCup campaign. I’m confident that you girls
will bounce back stronger than ever,” tweeted Kohli.

Opener Shafali Verma had set alight the group stage
with her batting pyrotechnics but endured a nightmare
on Sunday when she manage two, having dropped
player-of-the-match Alyssa Healy earlier in the match.

The 16-year-old was in tears after the defeat and
was consoled by senior team mates. “I told her she had
to be really proud of the kind of campaign she’d had,”
opening partner Smriti Mandhana said.

“This is a time to introspect. Failure teaches you a lot

more than success. The team needs to be left alone and
think of how we can be better in the next few years.”
Both Mandhana and skipper Kaur were woefully out of
form in the tournament while India’s fielding was
below-par in the final.

“We didn’t field well...When you are playing a great
level of cricket, you cannot drop the chances and we
were not up to the mark,” Kaur said. “We will take this
seriously and when we come to play next time, we will
be one of the best fielding sides.” 

Meanwhile, Australia’s cricketers continued to shake
hands, coach Justin Langer said yesterday, despite

England enforcing a strict  fist-bump only policy to
prevent spread of the coronavirus.

COVID-19 has claimed the lives of three Australians,
with the global outbreak forcing a host of sporting fix-
tures around the world to be cancelled or played
behind closed doors. Australia’s three-game one-day
series against New Zealand begins Friday and Langer
said there were no plans to change how the team inter-
acts in the dressing room or on the field.

“No, we’ll keep shaking hands... there’s plenty of
hand sanitiser in the Australian kits,” he told

cricket.com.au yesterday following the team’s 3-0
series loss in South Africa. “I’m sure we’ll just keep
shaking hands and move on from that,” he added.

England captain Joe Root last week said his players
would be talking sensible precautions on their tour of

Sri Lanka. “We are not shaking hands with each other,
using instead the well-established fist bump, and we are
washing hands regularly and wiping down surfaces
using the anti-bacterial wipes and gels we’ve been giv-
en in our immunity packs,” he said. — Agencies
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MELBOURNE: India’s players react after they lost to Australia in their Twenty20 women’s cricket World Cup final in
Melbourne. — AFP

You have
inspired many

across the globe

Deflated India find optimism 
in Melbourne heartbreak

Australia’s cricketers stick with handshakes despite virus threat

What we learned 
from the women’s 
Twenty20 WCup
MELBOURNE: The Twenty20 World Cup culmi-
nated on Sunday with hosts Australia beating India
by 85 runs in front of a record crowd for a women’s
cricket match in Melbourne. Here are four things we
learned from 17 days of pulsating action: 

HOME HEROES DELIVER 
Australia’s star-studded team went into the tour-

nament carrying the weight of expectations on
home soil as four-time winners and defending
champions. After a shock defeat to India in their
opening game, skipper Meg Lanning read the riot
act and they didn’t slip up again, reinforcing their
dominance of the sport. In their sixth final out of
seven in the global showpiece, Australia won for a
fifth time with a near flawless performance.  “There
was definitely some tough times through there but
we stuck together as a group, we really just had
each other’s back the whole time and it’s just a great
group to be a part of,” said Lanning.

INTEREST RISES 
The popularity of women’s cricket has been

steadily on the rise, with the tournament widely seen
as taking it to a new level. More than 86,000 fans
swarmed through the turnstiles of the Melbourne
Cricket Ground to watch Australia play India in the
final — a record for a women’s cricket game. The
event also marked another move toward gender
equality with prize money significantly boosted,
although it still fell short of the amount the men
receive. To counter this, Cricket Australia pledged a
further US$600,000 to ensure parity if Australia
were to win. Ahead of the final, the International
Cricket Council launched a new campaign to attract
one million new women and girls to the game in the
next 12 months.

TEENAGE STAR SHINES  
Fearless 16-year-old Shafali Verma came into the

tournament promising so much, and she left with her
reputation cemented as a future superstar of the
game. She anchored India at the top of the order,
playing some breathtaking strokes in racking up
scores of 29, 39, 46 and 47 in the group stages, hit-
ting more sixes than anyone else as she injected
urgency into the team. While she misfired in the final,
her exploits propelled her to the top of the ICC T20
batting rankings, only the second Indian after Mithali
Raj to achieve the feat. “She brings so much happi-
ness and positivity to the team, always wants to
enjoy it,” captain Harmanpreet Kaur said of Verma.

RAIN RETHINK  
The International Cricket Council came in for

stinging criticism for not factoring in a reserve day
for the rain-affected semi-finals. England’s clash with
India was washed out, sending India through to the
final as the highest finisher in their group. “You’d
hope now there is going to be a rule change... and
moving forward, no other team will have to experi-
ence going out of a World Cup purely because of
rain,” said “gutted” England skipper Heather Knight.
Australia’s semi against South Africa went ahead, but
the Proteas’ run chase was also affected by the
weather. If it too had been abandoned, South Africa
would have made the final. “I’d rather lose than get a
free pass into the World Cup final,” said skipper
Dane van Niekerk.  — AFP

MINAMISOMA: This photo taken on March 4, 2020 shows Koji Suzuki, a surfer
and a surf shop owner, posing with his board after a surfing session in
Minamisoma, Fukushima prefecture.  — AFP

Surging Blues
get first season
sweep of
Blackhawks
CHICAGO: Defensemen Robert
Bortuzzo and Alex Pietrangelo had goals
and Jake Allen posted a 29-save shutout
to boost the visiting St. Louis Blues to a
2-0 victory against the Chicago
Blackhawks on Sunday night for the
team’s ninth win in its past 10 games.
Jaden Schwartz added two assists for the
Blues (41-18-10), who maintained their
Central Division lead of two points over
the Colorado Avalanche while earning a
season sweep of the archrival Blackhawks
for the first time in franchise history dur-
ing the regular season. Chicago (31-30-8)
lost its second straight on the heels of a
four-game winning streak. The
Blackhawks remain six points out of the
final Western Conference playoff spot
with 13 games remaining. Allen blanked
the Blackhawks at United Center for the
second time this season to earn the 21st
shutout of his career. He stopped seven
shots in the first period, 13 in the second
and nine in the third.

AVALANCHE 4, SHARKS 3
Colorado’s top line of Gabriel

Landeskog, Nathan MacKinnon and
Vladislav Namestnikov combined for
three goals and five assists as the
Avalanche kept pace with the Blues with
a win in San Jose. MacKinnon and
Landeskog each had a goal and two
assists, Joonas Donskoi also scored and

goaltender Pavel Francouz made 22 saves
as the Avalanche remained two points
back of the defending Stanley Cup cham-
pion St. Louis Blues in the divisional race.
St. Louis has conference-best 92 points,
while Colorado has 90. Joe Thornton,
playing in his 1,635th game to tie Scott
Stevens for ninth on the NHL’s all-time
list, scored a goal for San Jose, as did
Melker Karlsson and Noah Gregor.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 5, FLAMES 3
Vegas defenseman Shea Theodore

scored the go-ahead goal with 1:10 left in
the third period to lift the Golden Knights
past host Calgary. With the game tied at
3 after Vegas blew a 3-0 lead, Theodore
shot a puck that deflected in off the stick
of Calgary’s Andrew Mangiapane with
70 seconds left in regulation, and
Jonathan Marchessault’s empty-netter 52
seconds later iced the win. Vegas (38-24-
8) moved to 3-0-0 in the season series
against Calgary (36-27-7) — stretching
its lead in the Pacific Division to five
points over the third-place Flames.

HURRICANES 6, PENGUINS 2
Justin Williams and Morgan Geekie

each scored twice as visiting Carolina
moved into an Eastern Conference wild-
card position with a win over Pittsburgh.
It was the NHL debut for the 21-year-old
Geekie. Jake Gardiner had a goal and an
assist, and Jaccob Slavin also scored for
Carolina, which won for the second time
in two days. Goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic,
playing in his sixth NHL game, picked up
his second career win and made 28 saves.
Patrick Marleau and Evgeni Malkin
scored for the Penguins (39-23-6), who
lost for the second time in two days and
have dropped eight of their past 10.
Tristan Jarry made 30 saves. — Reuters

LOS ANGELES: The ATP and WTA
tennis tournament in Indian Wells,
California, has been cancelled over
concerns about the outbreak of the
new coronavirus, making it the first
major sporting event in the US to be
scrubbed due to health concerns.

The tournament, one of the biggest
outside the four Grand Slams, was
cancelled just days before it was due
to begin. Officials said in a news
release on Sunday that they opted to
cancel after the health department of
California’s Riverside County
declared a public health emergency
for the Coachella Valley — in the
desert east of Los Angeles — after a
confirmed case of COVID-19 locally.

No further details of the case were
given. Days earlier, organizers had
said they planned to go ahead with
extra health measures in place such
as hand sanitizing stations, beefed up
cleaning protocols and gloves for ball
kids, volunteers and food workers.

The ATP and WTA had also issued
virus-related guidelines, telling players
not to accept items from fans to be
autographed. Even before the cancella-
tion the tournament, which draws more
than 400,000 fans each year, had
offered refunds to anyone who bought
tickets but did not want to attend.

Many of the players have already
arrived in Indian Wells for the event
with qualifying matches scheduled to

start yesterday and the main draw set
to kick off tomorrow. “We are very
disappointed that the tournament will
not take place, but the health and
safety of the local community, fans,
players, volunteers, sponsors,
employees, vendors, and everyone
involved with the event is of para-
mount importance,” said tournament
director Tommy Haas.

“We are prepared to hold the
tournament on another date and will
explore options,” Haas added. The
number of American coronavirus cas-
es is now at over 500 and involves
some 30 US states. California officials
are also battling to contain an out-
break on a cruise ship off the coast
where 21 people have tested positive
for the virus among the 3,500 people
on board.

‘TOO GREAT A RISK’ 
“There is too great a risk, at this

time, to the public health of the
Riverside County area in holding a
large gathering of this size,” said doc-
tor David Agus, professor of medicine
and biomedical engineering at the
University of Southern California. 

“It is not in the public interest of
fans, players and neighboring areas
for this tournament to proceed. We
all have to join together to protect
the community from the coronavirus
outbreak.” — AFP

Indian Wells tennis cancelled
over coronavirus fears


