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KUWAIT: April will be another challenging month
for many workers in Kuwait, as some companies have
informed their employees that they are no longer ca-
pable of paying salaries to them next month. One
company “regretted” the decision, but urged its work-
ers for their utmost cooperation and understanding as
they all want to survive this crisis. 

“We do not know how April and May will look for
us if this lockdown continues. We are in a state of fear
and panic, as we cannot do anything or get extra in-
come by other means, so I don’t know how we will be
able to survive,” an anxious worker told Kuwait Times.
“I have some money in the bank, but it can only last a
few days - I need to eat and feed my kids too, so we

are worried about the coming months. I hope God
helps us and has pity on us in these trying times,” said
Rico, who asked that his full name be withheld.

The workers were asked to sign a form agreeing to
the decision of the management. “I signed it as I don’t
want to lose the job. We are all praying for a miracle
to happen so that we can get back to normal the soon-
est,” said Rico, who works in the service industry. But
he said he received some good news from his build-
ing’s landlord. “Yesterday I got a memo from the
owner informing us that next month (April) we will be
spared from paying rent. This is a relief for all of us
tenants. But my concern is what if the situation re-
mains the same in May.” 

Bea, a salon worker, received a notice from her
Kuwaiti employer informing her that salaries of em-

ployees will be cut in half, since there was no business
the entire month of March. “This is illegal according
to the labor law in Kuwait, but to whom shall we file
complaints,” asked Bea. “This is not our fault. It seems
our employer is not prepared to provide our salaries
from her pocket,” she said.

“Not only that, our boss told us if the situation
persists until April, she can no longer provide a salary
for that month,” said Bea. “With regards to house
rent, maybe I can pay by the end of March, but not in
April. I don’t know how I will pay, since I don’t even
know where I will get money for food next month,”
she said. 

Matthew, an Indian tenant in a building in Salmiya,
has been visiting flats in the building to ask tenants to
sign a paper requesting the owner to spare them rent

for the month of March, April and May. “If we are not
going to do this together, we will all end up paying,”
he told a tenant. “We should act as one so we can de-
mand free rental for at least three months. If he doesn’t
agree, we can pay the rent of three months spread
over the entire year - we just need a reprieve. We
don’t know what will happen next month, or the month
after. We badly need cash in hand, so I hope our build-
ing owner will understand our plight,” he said.

An Arab English teacher from a bilingual school in
Kuwait is now preparing to head back to her country
for vacation. But she is afraid she will not get paid for
April and May. “We have the March salary, but for
April and May, it is questionable. I hope they pay it.
But now, I just want to go home once the lockdown
is over and flights resume,” she said.

Some workers in Kuwait will
no longer get salary by April

Tenants look for various innovative ways to get free flat rentals  

Ilearned about the prisoner’s dilemma in col-
lege. The story explains a paradox of decision
making. It goes like this: Two men commit a

bank robbery. They are caught and interrogated
by the police. Beforehand, they both agreed to re-
main silent and never admit to the crime. The po-
lice offer both the same deal: Admit the crime, rat
on your accomplice and you get a lesser sentence.
The men are in separate rooms. If both remain
silent, the police do not have the evidence to con-
vict either. But if either one breaks, then they both
go to jail. Hence the paradox. If each chooses the
‘incentive’ (lesser jail time) and admits the crime,
he is doing what seems best for himself. But now
both prisoners are worse off (one gets the entire
sentence, the one who talked a lesser sentence). 

In Kuwait, we are now facing a prisoner’s
dilemma of epic proportions. At grocery stores
and co-ops around the country, people are doing
what is best for themselves without thinking
about the larger, greater good. If we all continue
to shop sensibly, buy what we need for a few days
and not hoard, there will be plenty and no one will
panic. But if people hoard, then shoppers start to
feel like there is less food to go around and panic,
and when they panic, others panic and start rush-
ing to buy more and more. 

We saw this two weeks ago when the govern-
ment closed the airport to commercial flights and
declared an extension of the public holiday. The
measures aimed to protect us all by encouraging
more people to stay at home and prevent people
who are infected from entering the country at
will. But a few people panicked, rushing to the
markets, and this triggered more panic and more
people rushing to the markets until all of a sud-
den every shop in Kuwait was packed, shelves
were depleted and people freaked out. The next
day, of course, the government ensured that all
shelves were restocked and life returned to the
new normal. 

Think about all the fresh veggies and fruit that
will go to waste now because people overbought
and cannot consume it all in the time before it rots.
I won’t even mention the simple fact that most of
us could do with skipping a few meals here and
there and even trying to reduce how much we eat
during this staying at home period so as not to
pick up significant extra weight.

But the anxiety of the unknown - of not know-
ing what will happen in the future and more im-
portantly, of what other people will do - lurks just
beneath the surface of the current situation. So
every time the government institutes a new deci-
sion, people start acting like the prisoner in the
story...choosing the best option for themselves
and making everyone (including themselves)
worse off in the long run.

It is not easy to go against the flow. In any sit-
uation - whether it’s a global pandemic or even the
latest trend - humans naturally follow each other.
We are social beings and as such, we are easily in-
fluenced by each other. When a large group of
people are stopped on the side of the road, look-
ing at something in the distance, we too will stop
and look, even if we are in a hurry, even if we are
late for an appointment. This is a fundamental part
of human nature. So when people start panic buy-
ing and hoarding, we think to ourselves, oh I better
start buying more than I need too. 

No one knows the future but as the situation
in China has shown, the crisis will pass and life
will return to normal. What is between now and
then is not fully in our hands but there are many
ways we can shape and influence this situation.
By staying at home and #flatteningthecurve, for
instance, to reduce the burden on our healthcare
system and by not acting like a fidgety prisoner
making bad decisions. If we all stay calm and
buy only what we need, we will all be better off
in the long run. 

Weekend Edition:
Prisoner’s dilemma
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Curfew Diaries

Coronavirus in
Kuwait: What we
know so far
KUWAIT: Kuwait has so far recorded 235 cases in-
fected with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). With
the exception of eleven cases in critical condition, all
cases are in stable condition and are recovering in
quarantined locations designated by the government
for this purpose, while 910 have been discharged
from quarantine after exhibiting no symptoms during
their 14-day quarantine period, the Ministry of
Health confirmed. Meanwhile, 64 people have recov-
ered completely after previously been infected with
the virus, the ministry said. There are 171 people re-
ceiving treatment and hundreds quarantined as of
yesterday. Kuwait is taking measures to test
Kuwaitis coming from infected areas for potential in-
fection, as it has already tested thousands of people.
Meanwhile, Kuwait requires all expatriates who ar-
rived from travel on March 1 and beyond to visit
Kuwait International Fairground where the Ministry
of Health has set up a center at Hall 6 to test people
for possible infection.

Curfew
Kuwait enforced a country-wide curfew as of

Sunday from 5:00 pm to 4:00 am until further notice.
Earlier, the government decided to close all shopping
malls, beauty salons and barber shops as part of its
measures to prevent the spread of the coronavirus.
The government also allowed restaurants to host a
maximum of five people at a time and in case there

are lines, the distance must be at least one meter be-
tween people.

Operating businesses
The following activities are allowed to operate

outside of the curfew period between 5:00 am and
4:00 pm: 

1- Various types of foodstuff and supplies stores
and markets.

2- Laundromats.
3- Various type of repair shops.
4- Automobile repair, maintenance and spare

parts.
5- Money exchangers.
6- Pharmacies.
7- Various types of restaurants.
8- Optical shops.
9- Administrative offices.
10- Cooking gas branches.  
11- Co-ops’ family needs branches.
12- Feed shops.
Meanwhile, the following industrial and craft ac-

tivities, which are licensed by the Public Authority for
Industry (PAI), are allowed to open: 

1- Food.
2- Petrochemicals.
3- Gases.
4- Plastic.
5- Cardboard and paper. 

Precautions
All arrivals to Kuwait from all countries are to be

placed under compulsory institutional quarantine for
14 days, during which the person is monitored, and
prescribed health procedures are applied, the health
ministry said. Kuwait halted all commercial flights until
further notice. Authorities also announced a public hol-

iday in the country from March 12 to April 9, with work
resuming on April 12, while entities providing vital
services will remain open. 

State departments have been on high alert to take
precautions against the potential spread of the virus.
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has taken
measures to make sure that facial masks, hand sani-
tizers and other goods remain accessible to the public.
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education has suspended
classes for March at all public and private schools (for
both students and teaching staffs); first from March 1
to March 12, and later extended it until March 29, be-
fore eventually suspending schools until August for
grade 12 and October for other stages. Kuwait sus-
pended issuing entry permits and visas unless those
issued through diplomatic missions. 

Hotlines
• The Ministry of Health has set the following hot-

lines to receive inquiries about the coronavirus 24/7:
24970967 - 96049698 - 99048619.

• The Education Ministry set the following hotlines
to receive inquiries on school closures related to the
anti-coronavirus measures:

• 24970967 (24/7 hotline)
• 51575591 (Capital Educational Zone)
• 51576117 (Hawally Educational Zone)
• 51576576 (Farwaniya Educational Zone)
• 51577055 (Jahra Educational Zone)
• 51577655 (Ahmadi Educational Zone)
• 51577951 (Mubarak Al-Kabeer Educational

Zone)
• 51578171 (Religious Studies Department)
• 51588599 (Private Education Department)
• 51592515 (Services Department)
• 51594544 (Public Relations Department)

After COVID-19 declared war against humanity,
I started to think what’s next?! I spoke to some
friends about this epidemic - some of whom are

highly experienced doctors - who assured each other
that as China is taking action, this virus will dry out and
go to rest as quickly as it appeared. To tell the truth, I
personally was pessimistic and thought otherwise, be-
cause China is a country that is economically well-es-
tablished, and many people from all over the world are
doing business there. They became panicked, which
made me believe that an exodus will take place, and
some people actually left, before things got clear. 

Nothing was done elsewhere about quarantining
and how contagious this disease was and how fast it
spread, and this is where the virus’ attack became a
pandemic. We can take an example in South Korea,
where a woman who took things very lightly caused
the infection of around 8,000 people. According to
reports, she went to a basketball game, attended a
mass in church and joined a party. 

Another example was in Jordan, where a wedding
party contributed to spreading the coronavirus in a
city that is now under total lockdown, where even
those with permits can no longer leave. Although the
initial cases in Jordan were from Canada and Spain, it
is really a global crisis. We must understand that the
danger is real and not exaggerated, as I still see a good
number of people taking this matter very lightly, with
great regret.

I passed by a Kuwait Flour Mills Company outlet
where I saw something really very scary - a line of
people at least 150 yards long, with people standing
next to each other so close they almost touched, de-
spite being advised by healthcare professionals to
keep a distance between one another. I could not keep
silent and I told some of them this is wrong and they
must maintain a distance, but almost all said “we are
not in danger; we are fine and will not get sick!” I told
myself “Oh my God, can this be true? Are there people
still in denial? Are there people still ignorant?” Of
course I drove away as fast as I could.

When authorities stepped in and took action to gain
some control over the situation, a small number of peo-
ple liked it, but many did not, which is an “attitude” that
should be adjusted. The teams that are fighting
COVID-19 are now taking matters into their hands and
measures are becoming tougher, so people come to
their senses and become compliant. Please, take advice,
and follow instructions. May God bless us all.

Common sense
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In My ViewCo-ops open
only for area
residents 
KUWAIT: Co-operative societies
are only allowed to sell for cus-
tomers living in the their respec-
tive areas of operation, according
to a new decision Kuwait’s Min-
istry of Commerce and Industry
(MOCI) released on Friday. As a
result, customers will not be al-
lowed to shop in co-op branches
outside of their areas of residence
until further notice, and can only
go to branches in areas relevant to
the address mentioned in their civil
IDs, according to the new direc-

tive. The new decision also stipu-
lates that this condition is applied
on both citizens and expatriates
alike. This measure is taken in ac-
cordance with the Cabinet and

health authorities’ instructions as
part of efforts to prevent the
spread of the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19), the ministry said in a
statement. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Volunteers note down customers’ information outside a
Hawally and Roudha Co-operative Society branch on Friday. 

— Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Customers lined up outside a Hawally and Roudha Co-operative Society branch on Friday.

Earthquake jolts
northern Kuwait
KUWAIT: A 3.2-magnitude earthquake
jolted the northern area of Al-Adbeli during
midnight Thursday, the national seismologi-
cal network, an affiliate of Kuwait Institute
for Scientific Research (KISR) reported Fri-
day. The epicenter of the quake was felt at
five-kilometers deep underground, and land
farmers felt it too, the network’s supervisor
Abdullah Al-Enzi said. — KUNA KUWAIT: The epicenter (red star) shown on Kuwait’s map. — KUNA


