
L o c a l Sunday, March 29, 2020

3

Amir directs KD 10 million allocation
for Kuwait’s anti-COVID-19 efforts

Sheikh Sabah, Tunisian president discuss coronavirus

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has
instructed Kuwait Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Sciences (KFAS) to allocate
KD 10 million ($30.3 million) for an emer-
gency response program to mitigate
coronavirus fallout, KFAS said Thursday.
The move is meant to back up the great
efforts of the government to rein in the
spread of the novel coronavirus, known as
(COVID-19) worldwide, KFAS said in a
press statement. The emergency response
program against the globally spreading
disease encompasses the realms of public
health and education, it added. The anti-
COVID-19 endeavor aims at supporting
the KFAS-affiliated Desman Diabetes In-
stitute’s technique to sequence the

genome of the coronavirus, study recep-
tors for high risks of infections with the
virus and design highly precise diagnoses,
it elaborated. It is also intended to offer
relevant training courses to doctors and
health care providers directly connected
with buttressing field effectiveness and
response to contagious diseases, accord-
ing to the statement. As for education, the
aforementioned program mainly targets a
tentative online education initiative pur-
posed to continue
learning during the
class suspension pe-
riod, it added.

Global coordination
Separately, His

Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received on
Friday a telephone call from Tunisian
President Qais Saied discussing the solid
bilateral ties between the two countries
and repercussions of the coronavirus. His
Highness the Amir and the Tunisian pres-
ident noted during the phone conversa-
tion that all international stakeholders
should join hands to contain the pan-
demic and prevent it from spreading. The
Tunisian president wished His Highness
the Amir lifelong wellness. In turn, His
Highness the Amir expressed apprecia-
tion for the brotherly communication that
depicted deep-rooted bilateral relations,
wishing the president lasting good health.

New package
In other news, the Kuwaiti Cabinet

on Thursday adopted a fresh package
asking the Kuwait Supply Company to
answer all food needs. The Cabinet also
directed paying one month’s salary to
all students overseas. The remarks were
given by Government Spokesman Tareq
Al-Mezrem during a press conference
at Seif Palace following an extraordi-
nary Cabinet meeting on state response

to novel coronavirus.
As per the latest
edicts, the Kuwait
Supply Company
would provide the
local market with all
food staples to be
determined by the
Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry,
while countrywide

taxi services would be suspended,
Mezrem noted. In addition, all overseas’
students, whether they have state
scholarships or not, would be given one
month’s salary, the spokesman said. This
move in particular is intended to ease
out the difficult conditions of Kuwaiti
students abroad and to mitigate the re-
flections of the novel coronavirus, he
added. Finally, the cabinet decided to
halt attendance for all press confer-
ences and briefings but to use the
video-conferencing system instead in
order to observe rules on social dis-
tancing to curb the outbreak. — KUNA
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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Due to the exceptional sit-
uation in Kuwait these days with the
suspension of the public sector, people
have concerns on how to renew their
driver’s license, vehicle registration
and other documents. The ministry of
interior reminded last week that re-
newal of driving licenses can be done
online through its official website
www.moi.gov.kw. The ministry also
announced that no fines will be im-
posed on people whose driving li-
censes or vehicle registrations expire
during the shutdown. 

But many people still have inquiries
and questions about this matter, so the
ministry issued the following reminder:
Those whose driving licenses have ex-
pired or got lost during the shutdown
period can either wait until work re-
sumes at the traffic department, or
they can apply for the renewal or reis-
suance of lost or damaged driving li-
censes online. They should then wait
until the department reopens to re-
ceive their licenses. New applications
can only be made after work restarts
at the department.

Driving tests will also resume after
the department reopens. Appoint-
ments will be made according to the
previous schedule, so earlier appoint-
ments that were canceled will be
rescheduled first. Regarding vehicle
registration, people should renew their
car insurance to avoid facing problems
in case of accidents. The technical
checking can be made after the traffic
department starts working again. No
fines will be imposed during this pe-
riod for any kind of document expiry,
and people will be given a grace pe-
riod of one week to process their doc-
uments after work resumes at the
traffic department.   

Driver’s license renewal,
reissuance procedures explained

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Undersec-
retary Lt Gen Essam Al-Nahham
toured Friday the Aquamarine Hotel
and Resort which was turned into a
quarantine site for Kuwaitis repatriated

back home, in order to inspect security
and precautionary measures and
preparations. Lt Gen Nahham also car-
ried out a similar inspection tour at the
quarantine sites in Khairan. Senior In-
terior Ministry officials accompanied
Lt Gen Nahham in the tours.

Top Interior Ministry official
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