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KUWAIT: A combination of photos highlighting volunteers’ work to organize and help clients at Salmiya Co-operative Society. —Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

To all teachers and educators, a big thank you for all
you have done this year and for trying to help out stu-
dents virtually at this time. I have seen so many teach-

ers providing resources on social media and tips for children
at home. It is very inspiring and humbling. Thank you.

As you may have heard, Kuwait, like many other coun-
tries, has postponed this academic year. Kuwait has also
suspended all commercial flights from the airport and
there has not been a lot of movement in and out of
Kuwait. Therefore, I can only assume this is a confusing
time for everyone, so I am not surprised that I am getting
a lot of questions from teachers.

Leaving Kuwait
Question: As a teacher, I know I have no work until

August. Am I allowed to leave Kuwait, since there is no
school until August?

Fajer: Yes. The Kuwaiti government has stated that it will
provide teachers with exit permits, but since the airport is
closed right now, this might be confusing. If you want to go,
you should call your embassy and ask them to help you get
out of Kuwait, as they are allowing some flights to leave.

Getting paid
Question: Will I get paid for these months until August?
Fajer: Yes, you should be if your contract is not ending.

If your contract ends before August, then discuss it with
your school if you can renew it, and if not, you should get
paid till the end of your contract. This includes your sum-
mer salary if your contract allows you to come back next
year. If your agreement started last June, for instance, and
ends this June, then you will only get paid until this June,
assuming you took a 30-day holiday at least. I know this
is confusing as most teachers in Kuwait in the private sec-
tor have agreements from August/September until June,
with a three-month holiday.

Employment case 
Question: I would like to leave but file an employment

case against my school. How can I do this?
Fajer: First of all, instead of filing a case, I urge you to

first speak to your school and try to negotiate things -
please understand this is a tough time for everyone.
Secondly, I would consider speaking to a lawyer who can
assist you with providing them with a POA (power of
attorney), so that they can file the case on your behalf lat-
er. With many public and private institutes, organizations
and companies closed right now, it is best to speak to a
lawyer virtually, so that if you leave Kuwait, you can still
provide a POA from abroad. I am hoping to see more
governmental procedures get online, such as filing an
employment complaint at the shuoon (manpower authori-
ty) or obtaining a POA, like other countries in the GCC.

Also, please keep in mind that the Kuwaiti government
has done everything in its power and more, exceeding
everyone’s expectations to keep us all safe. Soon, when
the situation in Kuwait is stable, I wouldn’t be surprised if
there are new regulations on how to deal with situations
like these. So stay safe, keep an open mind and heart, and
let’s be patient. I hope you get back to your families soon,
safe and sound.

For  quest ions  or  quer ies , p lease  emai l  a t
info@ftl-legal.com.

Thank you teachers

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

LegaleseKuwait Social Affairs 
Ministry launches 
donation campaign
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Ministry of Social Affairs on
Friday approved launching a campaign to raise
donations on Saturday for fighting the novel coron-
avirus (COVID-19). Up to 41 Kuwaiti charities will
partake in the campaign, proceeds of which would
be shifted to the cabinet-affiliated fund for contri-
butions for combating spread of COVID-19, said
the ministry undersecretary Abdulaziz Shuaib in a
statement. The campaign will be launched via a
main website, linked up with those of each society.
The ministry will follow up on collecting the dona-
tions online. Disbursement of the allotted funds
would be according to set criteria, with approval of
the ministry. —KUNA

Minister underlines
media fight
against rumors
KUWAIT: Kuwait i  Minister  of  Information
Mohammad Al-Jabri stressed the significant role
of mass media in rebuffing rumors over the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) situation. Speaking to
KUNA and Kuwait TV while visiting KUNA
headquarters on Thursday, Jabri, who doubles as
Minister of State for Youth Affairs, said that amid
the exceptional circumstances in the country,
mass media has a crucial part to play in speedily
covering relevant state decisions and precau-
tions, as well as fighting rumors purposed to sow
panic among people. 

Jabri spoke highly of the effort of the official
media in delivering real and reliable information
to citizens and residents thanks to their news
credibility and public trust. He added that he is
very proud of KUNA’s great work for covering
all government decisions and moves to mitigate
the fallout of the novel coronavirus, while strictly
abiding by utter credibility and transparency.
The minister also voiced much appreciation to
KUNA Board Chairman and Director-General
Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah
and Deputy Director-General for Administrative,
Financial and Communication Sector and Editor-
in-Chief Abdulhameed Malak for their fervent
efforts and for KUNA’s distinguished perform-
ance under the current critical circumstances. 

Meanwhi le , She ikh  Mubarak  A l-Dua i j
thanked Minister Jabri for his unremitting back-
ing to the country’s official news agency. He
underscored KUNA’s eagerness to play its due
national media part in providing people with
true and reliable news and information, and in
throwing much weight behind the government’s
endeavor to keep the wellbeing and safety of
people.  —KUNA


