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Jail for 3 months, KD 5,000  
fine for not wearing masks

MPs submit law to nationalize oil jobs • Audit Bureau explains virus contracts

News in brief

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem speaks during a meeting with the Audit 
Bureau on Sunday to examine government contracts during the coronavirus crisis. — KUNA 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The health ministry said yesterday that 
people who fail to wear facemasks or anything that 
covers their mouth and nose face tough punishment 
of up to three months in jail and a fine not exceeding 
KD 5,000 or one of the two penalties. The health 
ministry made wearing a mask mandatory when peo-
ple leave home after it recommended to the Cabinet 
to impose a total curfew in the country until May 30. 

The total curfew will be evaluated on Wednesday, 
according to Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-
Sabah. Kuwait has seen a sharp rise in the number of 
coronavirus cases in the past couple of weeks, mainly 
among Indians, Kuwaitis, Egyptians and 
Bangladeshis. The rise in cases could be attributed to 
the fact that the ministry has launched an active sur-
veillance campaign to test more people. 

Five MPs yesterday submitted a draft law calling 
on the oil sector to nationalize all jobs within six 
months and appoint expats only if necessary and for 
only a year. The bill filed by MPs Al-Humaidi Al-
Subaei, Bader Al-Mulla, Saleh Ashour, Abdulkarim 
Al-Kandari and Faisal Al-Kandari requires Kuwait 
Petroleum Corp (KPC) and all its subsidiaries to 
commit to turn over all jobs to Kuwaitis within six 
months from the date of passing this legislation. 

It also calls for not renewing contracts of consult-
ing companies. Employment must be made following 
the publication of advertisements and priority must 
be given to Kuwaitis and then to children of Kuwaiti 
women married to foreigners. If no one applied for 
the jobs, oil companies can then appoint expats for 
just one year, which can be renewed. 

The Kuwaiti oil sector, which generates almost 90 
percent of public revenues, employs around 15,000 
Kuwaitis and several thousand expats. But a larger 
number of expats work at oil companies through 
contractors, who have long-term deals to supply 
manpower. The new draft law follows another filed 
two days ago calling to dismiss all expats in govern-
ment jobs and replacing them with Kuwaitis. The bill 
requires all ministries and government departments 
to complete the process within one year. 

Minister of State for Municipality Affairs Waleed 
Al-Jassem issued a decision at the weekend to stop 
the appointment of expats at the Municipality and 
start a process to terminate the services of all expat 
employees and replace them with Kuwaitis. The deci-
sion was warmly welcomed by several lawmakers, 
who said the decision should be applied by other 
public sector agencies. MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei 
meanwhile said he and a group of lawmakers will  
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Khamenei slams US  
 
TEHRAN: Iran’s supreme leader said Sunday 
that the US will be expelled from Iraq and Syria. 
The US “will not be staying either in Iraq or 
Syria and must withdraw and will certainly be 
expelled”, said Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. “Even 
the leaders of some of America’s allies... abhor 
American statesmen and government, do not 
trust them and are indifferent towards them,” he 
added, claiming this was due to what he called 
the US’ “warmongering, helping notorious gov-
ernments, training terrorists, unconditional sup-
port for the Zionist regime’s increasing oppres-
sion and their recent awful management of the 
coronavirus” pandemic. — AFP 

Pregnant doc dies of virus  
 
ALGIERS: The death of a pregnant Algerian 
doctor from the COVID-19 disease after she 
was denied maternity leave has sparked an 
uproar and prompted the dismissal Sunday of a 
hospital director. Health Minister Abderrahman 
Benbouzid sacked the director of the Ras El 
Oued hospital in eastern Algeria after Wafa 
Boudissa succumbed to COVID-19. The 28-
year-old doctor was eight months pregnant and 
worked at the IC surgery unit of the hospital 
when she died on Friday. She had asked the 
hospital chief for early maternity leave, but he 
refused to let her take any time off. — AFP 

Syria tycoon lashes out again  
 
DAMASCUS: Syrian tycoon Rami Makhlouf on 
Sunday accused the regime of threatening to 
arrest him and close his telecommunications 
empire if he does not hand over profits. 
Makhlouf, a first cousin of Syrian President 
Bashar Al-Assad, made the latest accusations 
against the Damascus government in a 16-
minute Facebook video – his third recorded 
diatribe since April. The head of Syria’s largest 
mobile operator, Syriatel, has been embroiled in 
a power struggle with the Assad government 
since last summer when authorities seized his 
Al-Bustan charity and dissolved militias affiliat-
ed to him. — AFP  

ADEN: Yemenis shop at a street market in the Crater district of this 
southern coastal city on Sunday, amid fears that coronavirus is spread-
ing unhindered in the city. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: In this photograph taken on May 10, 2020, gravedigger 
Mohammed Shamim instructs relatives of a COVID-19 victim during the 
burial at a graveyard. — AFP 

WELLINGTON: Schoolchildren make their way to school after the govern-
ment allowed schools to re-open yesterday. — AFP 

ADEN: Deaths in Aden have surged 
to at least five times higher than nor-
mal, an NGO and medics say, igniting 
fears that the coronavirus is spreading 
unhindered in the Yemeni port city. Six 
years of war against the Houthis - and 
a widening fault-line among forces 
opposed to that rebel outfit - have left 
authorities ill-equipped to control the 
spread of the virus. 

The first coronavirus case in Aden, 

the government’s interim capital, was 
only recorded about a month ago. But 
since then, the total number of deaths 
registered in the city has “increased 
seven-fold”, according to Saddam Al-
Haidari, a physician at a public hospi-
tal. Hospitals have stopped admitting 
patients with symptoms of the 
COVID-19 disease caused by the nov-
el coronavirus in recent days, several 
health sources told AFP, since they are 
not equipped to deal with the virus. 

Many doctors in Aden have desert-
ed their posts because they don’t have 
access to protective gear, these 
sources added, while several hospitals 
have even closed down, according to 
Save the Children.  
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Deaths from  
virus symptoms  
surge in Aden 

NEW DELHI: Death had not fazed 
gravedigger Mohammed Shamim up 
to now, but since the grip of the coro-
navirus crisis has tightened in New 
Delhi, a shiver runs up even his spine 
each time he sees a hearse pull up at 
the cemetery he tends. “I’ve been 
burying the dead for the last two 
decades. But until now, I’ve never 

been scared for my own life,” he said. 
The Indian capital has become one of 
the country’s COVID-19 hotspots, 
with media reports based on grave-
yard records saying there are 450 
dead – triple the official tally. 

Shamim says he alone has dug 
graves for 115 bodies at the ceme-
tery’s designated area for coronavirus 
dead, about 200 m away from the 
others. Despite the third-generation 
gravedigger’s experience, his family 
has now started complaining about his 
job at the Jadid Qabristan Ahle 
Muslim cemetery, and Shamim has 
moved his four daughters to his  
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Sleepless  
nights for  
gravedigger

WELLINGTON: Hundreds of thou-
sands of New Zealand children 
returned to school yesterday after 
two months of home education as part 
of a COVID-19 lockdown. Excited 
youngsters greeted classmates for the 
first time in eight weeks, while teach-
ers reinforced messages about social 
distancing and hand-washing to com-

bat the coronavirus. Education 
Minister Chris Hipkins said the return 
to a noisy, bustling environment 
would be a “culture shock” after a 
challenging period for both children 
and parents. 

“Our message is it’s safe to send 
kids back to school, we want kids 
back at school and catching up with 
any learning that they’ve lost during 
the lockdown,” he told reporters. New 
Zealand, with a population of five mil-
lion, has recorded 1,149 coronavirus 
cases and just 21 deaths, with its suc-
cess largely attributed to a strict lock-
down imposed in late March. 
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‘Kiss and go’:  
Back to school  
for NZ kids  


